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by Bonnie Kenyon 

I just reread last issue's A note 
from the publisher and couldn't help 
but reflect "warmly" on those 70 
and 80 degree· temperatures I wrote 
you about. Things are changing 
drastically. There is now snow on 
the ground--about an inch--and 
temperatures are dropping into the 
low 20's. It's tinie to put the sum
mer clothes away and dig out the 
boots, sweaters and ear muffs. 

Shortly after our September/Oc
tober issue came out, Rick and I 
took a break from the small town 
atmosphere of McCarthy and 
headed out to the big city of An
chorage. Our friend-.. and now 
neighbor--George Cebula was here 
and kindly filled in for us and did 
our weather observations while we 
were gone. 

Assistant, John F. Hendrickson. 
Both men were presently in An
chorage. Dennis got us an appoint
ment to meet Mr. Hendrickson but 
there was not much hope we would 
be able to meet the Governor. Rick 
and I did not solicit this meeting 
and I must admit my stomach was 
doing flip-flops when we walked 
into the Governor's office. 

We were directed to Mr. Hen
drickson's office where we had an 
opportunity to talk with him, ex
change a few addresses and intro
duce him to Wrangell St. Elias 
News. While we were leaving the 
office, I opened the door and nearly 
ran into the Governor himself. Of 
course I recognized him but, 
wouldn't you know, I totally forgot 
his name and mine. So .. ,a1l I could 
muster was, "Governor!" He was 
most gracious giving Ric;k and I 
tinie to recover and remember who 
we were and where we were from. 

We enjoyed the change of pace 
as well as meeting with old friends 
and making some new ones. ===""'"""""'" 
For instance, Dennis Frad
ley, who is an editor of the 
Anchorage Times and who 
!:las contributed to our own 
WSEN editorial page, took 
time out of his busy sched
ule to take Rick and I to 
lunch. Although we have 
corresponded with Dennis 
and even talked with him on 
the phone, we had never 
met in person. Needless to 
say, we can't thank Dennis 
enough for letting us ply 
him with questions which 
he patiently answered. Perhaps 
we'll see him out this way one of 
these days. It won't be his first but 
maybe this time we can treat him to 
lunch! 

While we were in Dennis' 
office, he made a phone call to the 
Governor's Anchorage office and 
talked to Governor Hickel's Special 

John Hendrickson ushered us 
into the Goverrlor1s office and took 
our picture with Governor Hiokel-
John promising to send us the pic
tures. As you can see, he did. 

r want to take this opportunity 
to call your attention to a new 
contributor. Her name is B.J. Drag
seth from Kenny Lake. She 
operates the Nugget Cafe which is 

next door to the Kenny Lake Mer
cantile and Laundry. On our way to 
Anchorage, I stopped by to meet 
B.J.(and sample her delicious do
nuts). We hope Kenny Lake Round
up will be a regular pccurrence in 
WSEN. Thanks, B.J., for taking 
tinie to inform our readers what the 
news is in your neck of the woods. 

As you will see, subscriber 
Charlie Ricci, has come through 
again. This time with The story of 
copper discovery in Alaska. He and 
Inger know the author's daughter, 
Helen H. Nicholson, who gave per
mission for us to use her mother's 
story. Thanks, Charlie and Inger, 
for your devotion to keeping our 
readers up on the history of this 
area. 

Our subscribers' list has now 
reached 317. Wrangell St Elias 
News welcomes the following new 
subscribers: Nancy Hollingsworth, 

""'"'""'~'", AK; Steven 
Jochens, AK; Mrs. Martha Robi
taille, MA; Richard Levine, AK; 
Clarence Catledge, AK;.Mike 
Pollock, AK; Baugh Construction 
& Engineering, AK; Richard Ger
ondale, AK; Cliff Wright, AK; 
Randy Nabb, Al<; Winston 
Darkow, AK; Tim Danahy, OR; Joe 
Princko, FL.-
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9tem~ o~ 9ntetw~t 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

Mike McCarthy: Mike is back 
from fishing and busy on another 
project-putting in foundations for 
a sauna. Mike's son, McKensie P., 
is in Homer going to school. "A 
promising kindergartner," says dad. 
There's a big possibility that 
McKensie will be out this winter 
and join Kristen Janssen's one
room school in Kennicott. 

George Cebula: George has 
really been busy the past few weeks 
trying to get his cabin ready to live 
in. His brother, Ted, was visiting 
from Milwaukee and spent his time 
helping George build a storage shed 
and getting the electrical system in
stalled as per code. He even found 

time to get the propane working. A 
few days after Ted's departure, 
George arrived back at McCarthy 
with a long time coworker and fel
low retiree, Joe Princko, from Lees
burg, Florida. Joe was busy with the 
mud and getting the walls inside the 
cabin ready to paint. As this issue 
goes to press, George and Joe are 
strewing plenty of paint 
around-mostly on themselves! 

Patrick and Phyllis Sperry: 
September 25 was no ordinary day 
for Phyllis. It was her birthday and 
Patrick did his best to throw her a 
surprise party. A few local neigh
bors and family members were 

invited. Patrick had his hands full, 
however. Right before everyone ar
rived, Phyllis decided to bake a des
sert for herself-even though 
mother-in-law, Pat Edwards, had a 
cake on its way to the cabin. Patrick 
went into high gear and helped 
Phyllis throw ingredients together. 
At the same time, doing supper 
dishes and trying to straighten up 
the kitchen before the guests ar
rived. He tried to get Phyllis to eat 
her dinner in the bedroom so every
one could gather in the kitchen and 
surprise the entering birthday girl. 
However, Phyllis didn't take the 
cue and got somewhat frustrated 
that Patrick would want her to eat 
dinner in the back room-on her 
birthday, of all days! So when we 
all arrived, Phyliss was sitting at the 
table trying to eat, Patrick was 
throwing the unneeded dessert in 
the oven and the Sperry girls were 
doing their best to keep a secret. It 
was obvious Phyllis was surprised 
and Patrick was relieved the cat was 
out of the bag. 

Rebekah and Sarah Sperry: 
Speaking of cats ... the Sperry girls 
have their hands full these days. 
Would you believe with 3 kittens? 
Their names are Kapoo, Buster and 
Kushka. While the girls were in An
chorage recently, grandparents, Jim 
and Pat Edwards, had more than 
their share of kittensitting. The kit
tens missed the girls so much they 
made pests of themselves. I don't 
know who was happier when Rebe
kah and Sarah got home-the kit
tens or the grandparents! 

Susanne Gebel and Stephan 
Klanck: If you paid a visit to Jim 
and Pat Edwards this last month, 
you should have seen several new 

faces. Two of those faces belong to 
Susanne and Stephan-both from 
Hamburg, Germany. They've been 
doing a bit of touring in the USA 
and liked our area so much they de
cided to stay around for awhile. 
Much to Jim's delight, Stephan is 
an aeronautical engineer, and I he 
hear kept Jim busier than he really 
wanted to be! Susanne was a big 
help to Pat as well and did a fine 
job cleaning out the garden and 
greenhouse. They have since left 
the area to tour the east coast but, if 
all goes as planned, they will return 
in January and see what winter is 
like in the Wrangells. 

Werner Stockier: Another new 
face at Swift Creek is 47 year old 

Werner who is staying at Jim and 
Pat Edwards' homestead this win
ter. Although Werner is German, he 
is an Australian resident and an en
thusiastic cyclist. Because he is re
covering from a knee operation, he 
decided to take a break from his 
cycling adventure and visit the Ed
wards who he met through an orga
nization call Servas. Jim and Pat are 
hosts who welcome other Servas 
members. According to Werner, his 
original trade is a compositor 
(typesetter). At one time he worked 
for a newspaper in Hamburg. He 
was quite interested when we told 
him about WSEN. I think we'll see 
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a lot of Werner this winter! Wel
come to McCarthy, Werner. 

Walter and Ursel Mueller: 
While I'm still at the Edwards' 
homestead, I cannot leave out our 

friends, Walter and Ursel from 
Switzerland. They were back in the 
area for a couple of months but 
flew back to Zurich on September 
30. While here this time, Ursel sur
prised us with a sample of her beau
tiful handpainted silk scarves and 

paintings. It was a hard decision, 
but I finally managed to decide 
which scarf I wanted. We miss you, 
Walter and Ursel. Come back soon! 

Jim and Pat Edwards: At the 
request of Jim and Pat Edwards, Fa
ther Chris Terry of Holy Family 
Cathedral traveled to McCarthy to 
say Mass. On Sunday September 

18, Jim and Pat opened their home 
to others who also wished to join 
them. Nearly 15 attended this spe
cial celebration. As of press time, 
Jim and Pat are in Newberg, Ore-

gon where they are visiting Beth 
Edwards, Jim's mother-in-law. 

Thorn, Cate, Frances and 
Maggie !Bursch: We are sorry to 
say the Bursches will not be spend
ing the winter at their Fireweed 

home. McCarthy's loss but Hom
er's gain. Cate says they are adjust
ing to "life in town." Frances and 
Maggie caught their share of colds 
but, hopefully, will stay healthy for 
awhile now. As for the raft trip that 
Cate and 6 other gals went on in 

August, Cate said she would love to 
write a piece for WSEN about it, 
but at this time she is super busy. 
She's taking 2 classes--nutrition (a 
nursing pre-requisite) and waterco
lor. We wish the Bursch family a 
wonderful, successful winter. 

Bonnie Morris: Bonnie contin
ues her civil engineering studies at 
University of Wyoming, doing 
CAD graphics and technical writing 
for her work and study. She spent 
the summer in Laramie going to 
summer school, sewing, knitting 
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and swimming. Bonnie says she 
also attended a workshop identify
ing wild medicinal plants in the 
Snowy Range. She enjoyed an ex
hibit at the University Museum of 
Crow Indian work, went to a rodeo 

in Pinedale, rode horses, helped put 

up hay on a cattle ranch and barbe
cued King Salmon at Freemont 
Lake (650ft. deep, 12 miles long) 
in the Wind River Range. 
(Goodness! I'm worn out just relat
ing all the activities Bonnie has got
ten involved in during her studies.) 
Bonnie hopes to graduate in De
cember '95. Your friends are root
ing for you, Bonnie! 

Ken and Carly Kritchen: 
Well, the Kritchens are still build
ing. This time on a 24' x 12' 
combination shop and woodshed. 

Soon Ken's tools can move out of 
early's bathroom and the old
fashioned tub can move in. Sounds 
great, doesn't it, Carly? 

Nancy Cook and George 
Pinney: Nancy and George spent a 
large part of August and September 

in the Brooks Range. They made it 
just in time for the caribou migra

tion and a 100 year flood. To top it 
off, it snowed-with all the fire
wood on the other side of the swol
len creek! Nancy describes it as a 
"harsh, but good trip!" George 
might be back this way during the 
winter, but Nancy plans on going 

out to look for work this fall. 

Randy "Radar" Nabb: Radar's 
off on another adventure. This time 
its elk, deer and bear guiding in 
Montana. He says he'll be driving 
down and then plans on spending 

Christmas in Iowa where his 99 
year old grandmother lives. When l 
asked him if he was coming back 
he said, "J'd love to." Somehow I 
expect we'll see him yet this winter. 
Have a safe trip, Radar. 
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Kennicott River bridge project 

The following is a letter from Steve 
Jochens, the District Engineering 
Manager for the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (DOT/PF) 
concerning the project to build a 
footbridge over the Kennicott River. 
The drawings mentioned are 
reproduced (in part) on our cover. 

September 26, 1994 
Dear Project Participant: 

This letter's purpose is to de
scribe the McCarthy/Kennicott Riv
er Footbridge Project: its progress, 
schedule, what you can expect to 
see and how you can participate 
during project development. 

The purpose of this project is to 
provide access into the town of 
McCarthy across the Kennicott Riv
er and replace the existing tramway. 
A public meeting was held in 
McCarthy in May 1994. During this 
informal, well attended and lively 
meeting there were numerous sub
jects discussed such as alternatives, 
project issues and views of local 
people. Prior to this meeting a sus
pension bridge that could span the 
entire west channel of the Kennicott 
River was an obvious alternative. 
Since a reasonable number of 
alternatives is required to be con
sidered by federal regulations, a 
more conventional bridge with typi
cal piers and girders was also being 
considered. Also discussed was the 
possibility of limited vehicle access 
across the bridge. After the meeting 
a new idea for an alternate was 
presented to the Department. This 
idea is to salvage the steel truss 
bridges at the Nizina River, ap
proximately 11 miles from 
McCarthy, and move them to the 
proposed Kennicott River bridge 
site. 

Since that time our bridge 
engineers have been working on 

conceptual designs for the foot
bridge alternates. Also, during this 
time the Department has received 
numerous letters and phone calls 
concerning the project. Almost ev
ery letter on file has expressed op
position to a vehicular bridge. Most 
conversations with people have 
been similar in nature. 

During the first public meeting 
it was stated that there would be 
other meetings prior to fmal selec
tion of the preferred alternate. The 
final public meeting is held after the 
draft of the environmental docu
ment is complete. Since the project 

directly to me. If you prefer to 
make verbal comment attend a pub
lic meeting. The meetings will be 
advertised in the news media for 30 
days. I expect this will be by No
vember of this year. In the mean
time, talk to other people you know 
that may have interest in the project 
and share this information so that 
they can also express their views. In 
your written correspondence make 
sure you state if you wish to be put 
on our mailing list and, if so, write 
your return address clearly. 

Attached with this letter you 
will fmd four preliminary plan 

"The original project schedule called for construction in 
1995. Because of the widespread public interest in this 
project, the construction of the project has been 
rescheduled for 1996." 

alternatives are required prior to 
writing the environmental docu
ment, the second and last public 
meeting is not possible now until 
early or midwinter at the earliest. I 
have, therefore, written this letter so 
that people have the earliest possi
ble access to project information 
prior to winter. 

The original project schedule 
called for construction in 1995. Be
cause of the widespread public in
terest in this project, the 
construction of the project has been 
rescheduled for 1996. Public par
ticipation is an important part of a 
project such as this. Your com
ments and views are most welcome 
and this is how they can be most ef
fective. Look over the enclosed pre
liminary plans and then wait for the 
draft environmental document to be 
made public. 

Reread this document thorough
ly and make written comment 

sheets. These plan sheets depict the 
visual conception of the bridge 
crossing of the west channel only, 
considered the main channel, al
though there exists an active east 
channel of the Kennicott. This pre
liminary information is considered 
adequate for alternate selection 
since addition of 3ll east channel 
crossing will not change the relative 
merits of the alternatives. 

The ftrst plan sheet shows the 
site plan with contour relief and a 
general proftle of the proposed 
bridge, approach embankment and 
river channel. This site plan will be 
augmented in the future by further 
survey due to a flood in August that 
eroded part of the bank of the west 
channel and to add information on 
the east channel. No decision has 
been made on the need for a bridge 
span over the east channel which is 
dry most of the time 
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experiences high flows during peri
odic flooding. 

Plan sheet no. 2 depicts the gen
eral geometry of salvaging and re
installing two out of three of the 
existing Nizina River bridge spans. 
If the need for a bridge over the 
east channel is determined, the third 
existing span could accommodate 

designed to give the appearance of 
an historic structure. 

Plan sheet no. 4 consists of the 
suspension bridge option. This al
ternate has the longest span opening 
which is a desirable feature but also 
could exhibit less desirable traits, 
such as sway and vertical 
deflection. 

"Economically, the conventional bridge appears cheapest, the 
Nizina River truss option slightly more expensive, and the 
suspension bridge most expensive by a significant margin." 

the installation. This is possibly the 
most historically fitting option since 
it utilizes truly historic tum of the 
century structures. 

Plan sheet no. 3 shows views of 
a conventional bridge which could 
be reinforced concrete girders 
(shown), steel or treated wood gird
ers. This option features a truss 
railing system which would be 

Chevron 

Notice that all options include a 
five-foot wide walkway that is re
quired for two-way wheel chair ac
cess under the American with 
Disabilities Act. Also be aware that 
the approaches to the bridge are still 
in preliminary stages of consider
ation, could entail earth embank
ment or some type of structure, and 
could involve width restrictions of 

= Service Oil & Gas 

RESIDENTIAL ·e COMMERCIAL 
• Heating Oil 
• Gasoline and Diesel Fue~ 
• AvGas and Jet Fuel 
• Chevron Lube Oils and Greases 
• Fuel Tanks and Accessories 

three feet (one way). Note that there 
is no alternate that would support 
motorized vehicle traffic. 

Economically, the conventional 
bridge appears cheapest, the Nizina 
River truss option slightly more ex
pensive, and the suspension bridge 
most expensive by a significant 
margin. 

In closing, I must say that this 
project has been a rewarding and 
eye opening experience for me, and 
I appreciate your input to this and 
other projects that may enhance our 
Alaskan transportation needs. 

Sincerely, 

Steven L. Jochens, P.E. 
District Engineering Manager 
Southcentral District 

Service sometimes 
means going more than 

the extra mile. 
"We appreciate aU our 

BUSH 
CUSTOMERS!" 

Fof' the First Name In Service, Call 
SERVICE OIL ll GAS 

Chevron 
liiiiJ! Chevron ·----

PHONE: 822-3375 
Mile 188.5 Glenn Highway 
Box 276 
Glennallen, AK 99588 
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DOT maintenance building-ready for 
occupancy 
IBY BONNIE KENYON 

When Mike Pollock, General 
Manager for Underwater Construc
tion & Associates, needed a man he 
could count on to finish a job, he 
knew who to call-long-time friend 
and former employee, Harvey 
Lathrop. 

Harvey worked for the Anchor
age based company from 
1975-1988, but since then had 
moved to Bend, Oregon with his 
wife, Cindy, and two boys, Kody 
and Chris. It didn't take Mike long 
to convince Harvey to head north 
and supervise the construction proj
ect. Harvey says McCarthy was 
"one place he has always wanted to 
visit." 

. Tim Danahy, a friend of Har
vey's, joined him on the trip and 
came on board as a crew member 

on the project. The two men arrived 
in McCarthy on August 21. 
According to Harvey, the other fel
lows are glad Tim came along. 
"He's turned out to be quite a 
cook," comments Harvey. 

The 50' x 50' "Kennicott red" 
frame building is located on the 
north end of the McCarthy airstrip 
and is storing equipment for the De
partment of Transportation (DOT) 
for future runway upkeep. Accord
ing to Harvey, two oil-fired heaters 
will provide heat for the graders 
and will be used only when the 
heavy equipment is needed. 

Several local people found work 
on the project. Harvey commends 
John Adams as an "excellent car
penter" who, along with Howard 
Mozen, has been on the job "from 
the beginning." Others such as 

Andy Shidner, Kristen Janssen, Pa
trick Sperry, Richard Villa and Dan 
Myers worked as part-time help 
during the course of the summer. 

Harvey describes his boss, Gary 
Baugh, as very "community min
ded." Local residents have seen evi
dence of this already. For example, 
when the new mail building needed 
blocking up, Harvey was there on 
the scene with the company fork 
lift. When it was made known the 
mail building needed plywood for 
the floor, who came forward offer
ing the extra materials-Harvey 
and his crew. 

This seems as good a place as 
any to say a warm "thank you" to 
Underwater Construction for being 
sensitive to the needs of our com
munity-in more ways than one! 

Former McCarthy Airport Project Engineer 
survives accident 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

Mark E. Robitaille, a Copper 
Center resident and former Depart
ment of Transportation's Project 
Engineer on the McCarthy Airport 
upgrade project, is recovering from 
serious injuries in Providence Hos
pital following an accident which 
occurred September 24. His vehicle 
left the Richardson Highway near 
Mile 23 in the Thompson Pass area 
dropping 400'. 

Although the accident occurred 
Saturday p.m., Robitaille was not 
found until Sunday a.m. Suffering 
from head and back injuries, he was 
medivaced to the Anchorage hospi
tal. As of press time, Robitaille is 
still in Providence Hospital under
going therapy. 

Robitaille left the McCarthy 
area shortly after turning over his 
position to Clarence Catledge, also 
of Copper Center. He was sched
uled to take over a project in Cordo
va and was on his way to Valdez. 
The accident reportedly occurred 
during one of Thompson Passes' in
famous snowstorms. 

In a recent letter to the residents 
of McCarthy and Kennicott-dated 
September 21-Robitaille wrote: I 
want to inform you that I must leave 
the McCarthy Airport Project to 
start a new project on the Copper 
River Highway in Cordova. Clar
ence Catledge will assume the du
ties of Project Engineer on the 
McCarthy Airport. Clarence is a 
long time resident of the Copper 
River Basin with over thirty years of 

experience in local construction 
and survey projects. 1 am confident 
you will find him competent and 
sensitive to the community's de
sires. I will continue to follow the 
project progress and assist in (any) 
way that may be necessary. I ap
preciate the cooperation and posi
tive input from the community I 
received during the project start up 
It has been a rewarding experience 
to work in this community and I 
look forward to returning for a visil 

Mr. Robitaille, those of us in tht 
McCarthy/Kennicott area wish you 
a speedy recovery. Many thanks to 
you, Clarence, Nancy and Bill for 
listening to our concerns and doing 
your best to accommodate our 
community. 
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NPS news 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

Jon Jarvis, the new superinten
dent of the Wrangell-St. Elias Na
tional Park/Preserve, comes to 
Alaska from Cmters of the Moon 
National Monument in Idaho where 
he was superintendent for 3 years. 
According to Acting Superinten
dent Russ Lesko, Jarvis has a "div
erse background." He's worked as a 
ranger and he's worked in natural 
resource management. Jon's family 
consists of Paula, his wife, and two 
children-a 9 year old girl and a 
boy 12 years old. He'll be in the 
area to start work in his new posi
tion around December 5 but made 
an earlier trip to the Glennallen area 
to look for housing. His back
ground consists of the following: 
District Ranger in Guadeloupe 
Mountains National Park, Crater 
Lake National Park and Cascade 
National Park. "His strength is re
source management," says Lesko. 
He was Chief ofNatuml Resources 
in Cascade. "He has a steep learn
ing curve, as we like to say," com
ments Lesko. 

Bob Barbee, Alaska's new Re
gional Director, replaces Jack Mo
rehead who retired. Barbee was 
superintendent of Yellowstone Na
tional Park for 17 years. 

Resident zone boundary: 
When asked if former Regional Di
rector, Jack Morehead, had done 
anything with the resident zone 
boundary proposal, Lesko replied, 
"It's still on the table. The reason 
nothing has happened is that the 
park service decided, partly as a re
sult of the presentation that oc
curred back in May 16 to Jack 
Morehead about the Subsistence 
Resource Commission's (SRC) 
proposal, they should pull together 
a working group to address some of 
the issues. It's not just the Wran
gells that would be affected. It's 

many of the parks in Alaska. So 
now they've got a working group 
together. Jay Wells is representing 
us (WRST) on thJ1; group." 

The group is headed up by 
Steve Martin who is superintendent 
at Gates of the Arctic National Park 
and Preserve. There are seveml oth
er very knowledgeable subsistence 
people on it, and they are putting 
together what essentially will be
come regional policy. "It's some
thing, I believe, should have 
happened sometime ago but for 
many reasons it didn't," explains 
Lesko. "I'll be looking at a review 
of it next week in Fairbanks." 

How will that affect the propos
al already made? "We will notre
spond to the SRC's proposal until 
that policy has been accepted. I 
think resident zones are going to 
stay here; they aren't going to go 
away," states Lesko. "There may be 
an option to do a roster system but 
that would take a regulation change. 
The boundaries may not be as large 
as probably most people would like 
to see, but we're trying to come up 
with a compromise." Although 
there are some people who contend 
that the regulations don't require 
boundary zones, Lesko says he 
doesn't read it that way. He feels 
the zones are required. 

NPS land acquisition: Chris 
and Rita Hatch of CDnitina are "wil
ling sellers" of2 lots near the Chiti
na Ranger Station. According to 
Jim Hummel, the land will be pur
chased from a fund made available 
for administrative property. It will 
be used basically as a facility to 
store and work on equipment. 

NPS also reports a possible ac
quisition of approximately 140 
acres at Cbokosna (near mile 27 of 
McCarthy Road) belonging to 
Walter Wood of Valdez which 

includes the Chokosna airstrip that 
runs parallel and on both sides of 
the McCarthy Road. The fund used 
to acquire this property would be 
classified "hardship money," says 
Hummel. "When somebody ap
proaches us and has some type of 
hardship-usually it's death or they 
are about to have a death in the fa
mily-they could sell their land to 
have additional assets to deal with 
the struggles that they have per
sonally.'' Hardship money cannot 
be used to purchase property out
side park boundary. An indepen
dent contractor will appraise the 
land, then an offer will be made to 
Wood. By law NPS can only pay 
appraised market value so an inde
pendent appraiser is used. 

Hummel says he was ap
proached by Wood-who is suffer
. ing from failing health-last 
winter. The property also includes 2 
red buildings that date back to the 
Kennicott mining em. Hummel says 
ifNPS does get the buildings, they 
would want to "preserve and main
tain them." At this time NPS has no 
defmite plans for the use of the 
Chokosna property. 

Kennicott River footbridge: 
Does the NPS have an official pref
erence to the type of footbridge 
DOT will provide over the west 
channel of the Kennicott River? 
Says Russ Lesko, "I don't think we 
have a formal policy statement type 
thing. No, we don't have a prefer
ence. I have a preference. I like the 
one that uses the Nizina spans but 
we (NPS) don't have a part in that." 
Lesko did express his own personal 
dislike for the aesthetics of the sus
pension bridge option. 

Russ Lesko, Acting Superinten
dent for Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park/Preserve says when the new 
superintendent comes on board, he 
will return to his Management 



Assistant position which he pre- · 
viously held for 3 years. "A major 
part of that position over the past 
few years has been the Concessions 
program," explains Lesko. "Getting 
that program basically started was 
a major time- consuming effort. It 
took a lot of talking to a lot of peo
ple, but two things have changed 
now. Number one is that the pro
gram is getting underway, the start
up time is not needed, and number 
two, we've been able to hire a Con
cession Management Specialist. 
Her name is Hala Bates. She's a lo
cal from Glennallen and has been 
on our staff for a couple of years, in 
different positions in the adminis
trative division. Hala will come on 
duty in her new position on Oct. 
31." According to Lesko, he will be 
breaking Hala into her new job. "I 
will probably always be involved 
with it (the Concessions program) 
but not in the day-to-day level." 

One of the bills pending right 
now in Congress is rewriting the 
National Park Service Conces
sions Act. It would consistently 
raise concession fees for conces
sionaires. What appears will come 
out of it is that outfitters-including 
hunting concessionaires and gui
des-will not come under that 
change. They're looking to charge 
20%or22%. 

"We authorize commercial acti
vities in a park basically two ways," 
explains Lesko. "One is a conces
sion permit and one is what we call 
a commercial use license. The fun
damental difference is a land-based 
operation. If there is an exclusive 
land assignment, like with the hunt
ing guides, we say this is your area, 
you can hunt there but other guides 
can't. That is a concession permit. 
If they had a structure that included 
their commercial business, that 
would be a concession permit. But 
the guides that do horseback rides, 
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the guys that do river running or 
backpacking, that's just a commer
cial use license." Lodges located on 
private land would never become 
concessions because they are pri
vate. The Act wouldn't apply. 

Air taxis could come under 
concessions because they are land
ing in the park-on federal land. 
Just flightseeing doesn't need a li
cense to do that. They do not need 
anything from NPS, says Lesko. "If 
they don't land, it's air space. Right 
now the air taxis are landing in the 
park. If, for park management rea
sons, there's an advantage to plac
ing a certain type of business under 
a concession permit, NPS has the 
option to do that. Places like Kat
mai has about 90 air taxis. We don't 
want that to happen here," com
ments Lesko. "I don't think it will, 
but I do think there is a potential for 
a growing number. We don't have 
the ability to limit the number of li
censes. If 40 people came to us to
morrow and said we want to 
operate an air taxi in the park, we 
can't say that is too many. So the 
reason we were thinking of putting 
air taxis under concession permits is 
then we could take a look at the 
park and say-we have about 16 to 
18 operating now-we think about 
25 could be accommodated. We 
would then put out a prospectus. By 
law it has to be competitive so any
body can compete." 

"What we'd like to see is the 
folks who have done a good job, 
have the experience and a good 
safety record, working in the park. 
They would get a permit and, per
haps, a few other people would get 
one as well. Hopefully, they would 
be competitive. That way we could 
limit the number of air taxis. Now 
there's one thing that could change 
and that goes back to the Act in 
Congress," furthur explains Lesko. 
"I think what's going to happen is 

Congress is going to give us (NPS) 
the authority to limit the number of 
licenses for a given operation. Right 
now we don't have that authority. 
The main reason we would put air 
taxis under concession is to keep 
the numbers a reasonable number. 
That would give us another tool, 
save us a huge amount of paper
work on our part and the air taxis 
part. We would still be trying to cap 
the number." 

Kennicott Special Resource 
Study: Congress refused to fund 
the study for 1995. Since George 
Frampton, Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior for Parks, Wildlife and 
Fish, visited the McCarthy/Kenni
cott area in July, there might be a 
higher priority put on the McCarthy 
area and the Special Resource 
Study, says Lesko. 

National Park Service land: 
NPS denies any plans to develop 
their land which is located about a 
mile from the end of the McCarthy 
Road. 

Glennallen Visitors Center: 
NPS signed a binding agreement 
with the University of Alaska for 
the land to build their visitors center 
on. A public meeting was held in 
Glennallen on Oct. 5 to inform the 
public. Longtime design plans are 
for 1997 and 1998. 

NPS housing: Phase 1 is about 
fmished. This includes 6 units for 
seasonal quarters. Phase 2 which in
cluded 10 more units for perma
nents in transition was not funded 
for 1995. NPS hopes this phase will 
be reinstated. 

Wrangell St. Elias News thanks 
Jim Hummel, Chitina District 
Ranger, and Russ Lesko, Acting Su
perintendent of the Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park/Preserve, for 
taking the time to visit them and 
providing the above information. 
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A church building-historic first for 
McCarthy and Kennicott 
BY BONNIE KENYON adults; to acquire, hold, two lots (approximately is the desire of those in-

McCarthy-Although and dispose of real and two acres) to a church and volved with the newly-

the 7 to 20 people who personal church property; requested the Kenyons to organized church to be a 

regularly meet for Sunday and to foster religious and take the leadership in the blessing to the McCart-

worship at Rick and Bon- charitable work in the project. hy/Kennicott community 

nie Kenyon's log cabin communities of McCarthy Even though the Ken- and to those who visit our 

near McCarthy make up and Kennicott, Alaska." yons have been using their area. 

the "church" of the In August the Kenyons 18' x 30' cabin for Bible The Kenyons wish to 
McCarthy area, a church received a letter from An- study since approximately thank the following people 
building is an historic first drew Linton who owns 1983, this summer the who have stepped forward 
for the former copper min- property on what is known number of visitors and lo- to make this a truly his-
ing community of 30 to 40 as the "island"-the land cals attending the informal torical moment: Andrew 
residents. that is located between the Sunday gathering has and Heidi Linton, Doug 

The McCarthy- west channel and the east grown. Those involved in and Mary Schrage and AI-

Kennicott Community channel ofthe Kennicott the group believe it is time vin and Claris Syren. 

Church, Inc. is now an of- River. The property in to provide a more central Thanks to Randy Elliott 

flcial nonprofit corpora- question is road frontage. place to meet as well as for his work on the island 

tion. Article III reads: Paralleling the east side of extra room for the increas- airstrip and to Greg Wind-

"The purpose for which the property is a recently ing number of visitors to sor of Alaska Concrete 

the corporation is orga- built airstrip which will the local area. Services for his donation 

nized is to establish and provide air access. At the present time, the of 50 bags of cement. 

maintain a Christian Mr. Linton, of An- Board of Directors are be- Anyone wishing to 
church and to provide a chorage, wrote that he and ing chosen, by-laws writ- contact the church may do 
place of prayer and public his wife Heidi had been ten and paperwork being so at the following ad-
worship in the commu- thinking of possible uses done on the transfer of the dress: McCarthy-
nites of McCarthy and for their island property. new church property. The Kennicott Community 
Kennicott, Alaska; to es- In the course of the letter, size and structure of the Church, Inc., McCarthy, 
tablish, maintain, and con- Mr. Linton stated he building is also being P.O. Box MXY, 
duct a school for religious would be happy to donate discussed and planned. It Glennallen, AK 99588. 
instruction of children and 

Senator Ted Stevens is honored for support of free enterprise 
Washington-Alaska 

U.S. Senator Ted Stevens 
has been named "Guardian 
of Small Business" by the 
nation's largest small
business advocacy orga
nization, the National Fed
eration of Independent 
Business. 

NFIB, which repre
sents more than 600,000 
small and independent 
firms in all 50 states in
cluding more than 5,000 in 
Alaska, honors U.S. law
makers who provide 

consistent support for free 
enterprise by voting favor
ably on key small-business 
issues a majority of the 
time during a two-year 
session of Congress. 

Senator Steven's 
small-business voting re
cord during the 103rd 
Congress, based on 16 
recorded votes, was 80 
percent. 

Among crucial issues 
for entrepreneurs this 
session were legislative 
proposals dealing with 

balancing the federal bud
get, reducing government 
regulation, protecting 
small businesses from un
fair bankruntcv laws. 

limiting taxes and restrict
ing government interven
tion in small-business 
operations. 

BACKCOUNTRY CONNECTION 

Scheduled Van Service & Day Trips 

Backcountry Connection 
P.O. Box 243 Glennallen, Ak 99588 

-800-478-5292 (in Alaska) 
(907) 822-5292 or FAX (907) 822-5113 
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Construction at Kennicott & McCarthy 

BY RANDY ELLIOTT 

The casual visitor to McCarthy
Kennicott must have marveled at 
the Brobdingnian nature of the traf
fic this last summer. By the middle 
of September, there were six load
ers, four bulldozers, five earthmov
ers, two graders, two tractor trailers, 
three cement mixers and enough 
late model pickups with those cool 
yellow roof-mounted lights to 
stretch from the mine to the 
McCarthy Lodge plying the road 
from the winter crossing to Kenni
cott. Late in the day the pickups 
would collect around the McCarthy 
Bar like a school of hungry barra
cuda as the drivers and their riders 
had a beer after work. What was 
that work? 

In addition to the perennial sta
bilization work by Jim Miller's 
crew, the Kennicott Corporation 
hired three contractors to help with 
environmental abatement projects 
at the mill site in preparation for the 
proposed trade for Utah property 
currently owned by the federal gov
ernment. Regardless of the dubious 
future of that transaction, you must 
admit the effort by Kennicott was 
sincere. 

Under the supervision of Em con 
Corporation's Alaskan office, Mr. 
Simon Kay, Technic Services Inc. 
of Anchorage, was hired to remove 
or bury asbestos from the mill site 
in areas deemed public and accessi
ble. This work commenced in the 
fall of'93 and was completed at the 
end of August this year when the 
last of twenty six enormous crates 
of asbestos were sent to Anchorage 
for disposal. Technic employed 
several local men as well as their 
own crew from town, and they 
stayed on site in the schoolhouse. 

The scope of work included re
moving asbestos and filling the lea
chate plant several feet deep with 

tailings to stabilize the asbestos in
sulated tanks against further dete
rioration. Some of the powerplant 
equipment was also stabilized when 
it was determined impossible to re
move the linings of the derelict 
boilers. Most of the asbestos was 
wet and punky and posed no real 
threat unless ingested from clothing 
after it was dried-the sort of thing 
which might happen to the unwary 
trespassing tourist on the way back 
to Chitina. 

Simon was very busy and quite 
visible this September when Emcon 
hired two other firms to complete 
the cleanup. First was Greg Wind
sor and Alaska Concrete Services 
who was hired to pump 65 cubic 
yards of concrete over the old metal 
slag dump behind the machine 
shop. This was done to seal it from 
rain and playing children due to a 
low lead hazard known to exist in 
the slag. According to Simon you 
would have to eat the slag (no rec
ipe was given) to be in danger, and 
then probably only after several 
pounds had been consumed, but the 
company wanted to take no chances 
with the water downstream. 

Greg and crew did the initial 
phase on Labor Day and prompted 
a visit from one local who offered 
to cut the OSHA mandated backup 
alarm on the rubber tired loader 
who's 90db beeping was driving 
them all crazy as far away as Mill
ers down the hill a mile. Fortunate
ly that wasn't necessary, and the 
next phase was quieter, involving 
two cement trucks from Harris 
Sand and Gravel of Valdez and a 
specially imported concrete pumper 
from Anchorage. The new cap was 
coated with tailings to blend in with 
the surroundings and so convincing 
was the camouflage that one of the 
other contractors actually took six 
steps into the wet goo before 

realizing his error. He left in a huff, 
cleaning his cuff, as three grinning 
workmen fixed up the scuff. 

The poor man was actually one 
of Carl Luchsinger's crew from 
Alaska Pollution Control to whom 
fell the dubious honor of cleaning 
thirty thousand gallons of Bunker C 
crude (belonging to Mike Monroe) 
from a storage tank hard by the 
powerplant on the uphill side of the 
tracks. 

Bunker C has the consistency of 
syrup on a cold day (and this was a 
might old), so Carl used a steam 
cleaner and diesel to thin it so it 
could be pumped. It was a fortunate 
thing not to have spilled long ago as 
the first eight thousand gallons tak
en from the bottom through an old 
brass valve were pure water. Had 
the valve burst in the sometimes 
cool winter weather hereabouts, the 
entire load would have made the 
road and floor of Rich Kirkwood's 
house next to the powerplant virtu
ally dust proof for some time to 
come. 

Carl brought a specially de
signed four wheel drive pumper 
truck which proved invaluable in 
the flood-destroyed Kennicott River 
crossing, and he lost only a brake 
can the entire project-which took 
these workaholics only ten days, 
start to fmish. Whew! 

They found one anomaly in the 
bottom of the ammonia plant which 
they had thought could be pumped 
out as well. Pure crystals of un
known composition have formed in 
the bottom of two tanks. Samples 
are being assayed now to determine 
what, if anything, should be done 
with them and Carl says, "It ain't 
salt." Off on a cruise the next day 
Carl's pumpers and trucks fmished 
the Kennicott activity for the fore
seeable future. 
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Meanwhile, back in town, the Underwater Con
struction boys were ftring up for the new runway to be 
built on top of the current strip which suffers from 
"shoebox" and ''hump" syndrome. Living up to their 
name, they mobilized on the ftrst day of August and 
crossed the Kennicott during hot weather. Water ran 
through the cabins of the loaders and dozers at times, 
but thankfully, no damage to men or machine occurred. 

Capitalizing on the fair start, the project supervisor, 
Rich Gerondale of Underwater Construction in Anchor
age, worked his crew seven days a week and managed 
to complete the project in less than ninety days. Snow 
fell as they left the valley October 18 in a picture per
fect ftnish to a much needed capitol improvement. 

Motorheads will be pleased to note that the D-9 pur
chased for the project will be here until next spring 
when Underwater contemplates bidding on the im
provement of the Long Lake section of the McCarthy 
Road or the new bridge. I, for one, hope these guys get 
the work and complete it as efficiently as they did the 
airport project. You may view this lovely beast near the 
new grader house at the end of the enonnous parking 
ramp at McCarthy International Airport just to the left 
ofrunway 19. 

And so the summer of diesel dinosaur drivers has 
drawn to a close, and the big yellow beasts are as scarce 
as the originals again. Or are they? It seems a pair of 
loaders and the FAA grader are still around to strike 
terror in the hearts of wilderness purist and access po
lice alike. More next summer; see you there. 

Since they've widened the McCarthy airport, I 

wonder which way you're suppo!:ied to land ... 

Now yolll caUll ~eave AU1lchlorage at 8:30 on Wednesday 
or Friday morning and arrive iUll GtuJ~Ikana at 9:45, 
McCarthy at 11:00. Or, yoUll can Ueave McCarthy aq 
11:15 and be back ill'll Anchorage by 2:001Jllm the sCJ~me 
day! (!Leaves Gulkatrna a~ 12:45) 
This service is year arolUIJU!I. 

RESPONSIBIUTY FOR DEPARTURES, ARRIVALS, CONNECTIONS. 
Ellis P\Jr will not be responsible for damages resulting from the 

failure of Rights to depart or arrive at times stated in this timetable, 
nor for errors herein, nor tor failure to make connections to other 
airlines or of.trts ~ornpany. Schedules are subject to change without 
notice. Schedules shown are based on expected flying times. 
Because weather and other factors may affect operating conditions, 
departures and arrivals cannot be guaranteed. 

* Ask about special round-trip rates 
Baggage allowance 40 lbs. 
(charge for excess baggage) 

GunDikaDlla AimeBd lBox 106, GBemudlen, AK 99588 
JPIID.one 822-3368 

800-478-3368 
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A close look at September & OctobeJ" 

BY RICK KENYON 

You will need to take a close look at the 
September/October issue of WSEN to find 

the answers to this issue's puzzle! 

Across 
4 The company doing the McCarthy Airport 

upgrade project. 
6 The company doing the long distance link for 
McCarthy phones. 
7 C.W. , photographer, was in 
McCarthy October 1919. 
10 NPS geologist for Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park. 
11 Karnes was Alaska Commissioner of 
Education in 1937. 
12 WSEN had an exclusive interview with this top 
official. 
13 Bill Eubank is the inspector for 
DOTIPF. 

Down 
1 Taught at Blackburn School in 1937. 
2 Stage company whose headquarters was in Valdez. 
3 Steve Estes and John Rogers serviced this equipment 
in July. 

5 According to Carly, this makes good relish, burgers, 
lasagna and muffms! 
6 Group who visited McCarthy and Kennicott July 20. 
8 Barbara __ has a commemorative quilt. 
9 Our own weatherman. 

Retirement-as seen from a child 1s 
point of view 

After a Christmas break, a teacher asked her young 
pupils how they spent their holidays. One small boy 
wrote the following: 

"We always used to spend Christmas with Grandpa 
and Grandma. They used to live here in a big brick 
home but Grandpa got retarded and they moved to Flo
rida. Now they live in a place with a lot of other re
tarded people. They all live in little tin boxes. They ride 
on big three-wheel tricycles and they all wear the same 
tags because they don't know who they are. They go to 
a big building called a wrecked hall, but if it was 
wrecked, they got it all fiXed, because its all right now. 
They play games and do exercises there, but they don't 
do them very good. 

There is a swimming pool there. They go into it and 
just stand there with their hats on. l guess they don't 
know how to swim. 

As you go into their park there is a doll house with 
a little man sitting in it. He watches them all day so 
they can't get out without him seeing them. When they 
sneak out they go to the beach and pick up shells. 

My Grandma used to bake cookies and stuff, but I 
guess she forgot how. Nobody cooks, they just eat out. 
They eat the same thing every night, early birds. Some 
of the people are so retarded that 
they don't know how to cook at 
all, so my Grandma and Grandpa 
bring food into the wrecked hall 
and they call it "pot luck." 

My Grandma says Grandpa 
worked all his life and earned his 
retardment. I wish they would 
move back up here, but I guess 
the little man in the doll house 
won't let them out. 
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Answers to last issue's 
puzzle. 
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The story of copper discowery in 
Alaska by two Alaska pioneers 
BY BERTHA H. HUBBARD 

Editor's note: The following ar
ticle was submitted by Charlie Ricci 
and is a copied true account of 
Charles G. Hubbard's experiences 
and hardships, along with other 
men, up the side of the Copper Riv
er from Eyak, near the present town 
of Cordova, to the Copper River 
Valley, in late 1897 and 1898. The 
original was written on a tablet in 
pencil by Hubbard himself. Many 
thanks to Charlie Ricci and Helen 
H. Nicholson, Bertha Hubbard's 
daughter, for their help in making 
this story available to our readers! 

This is a remarkable story of ad
venture and the finding of vast min
eral wealth in east mainland Alaska. 
lt was on October 12, 1897, that the 
little schooner "W. W. Phelps" fi
nally sailed :from San Francisco for 
the Copper River, Alaska, after her 
first failure a month before, when 
she sprang a leak and came near 
floundering, having to slowly return 
to home port for repairs. 

Nearly every man refused to 
continue on such a boat even after 
repairs were made, but one young 
man, Charles G. Hubbard, only 
twenty-eight years old, then 
employed by the "San Francisco 
Call Newspaper," and son of the 
late pioneer Supreme Court Judge, 
vowed he could continue on and 
not return until he had discovered 
something of value; for when the 
Klondyke gold excitement broke 
out, Hubbard got the fever, and not
icing the little advertisement in a 
newspaper, that Captain Handy of 
the so-called "Copper River and 
Yukon Transportation Company" 
agreed to take miners and prospec
tors to Eyak, close to the present 
town of Cordov~ near Orca, for 

$200, he thought it would be a fine 
chance to go. 

The "Phelps" was manned by 
Captain Ross and two able-bodied 
seamen, and Prince William Sound 
was her destination. Hubbard had 
studied mining and done consider
able prospecting and always felt he 
would some day strike it rich. His 
young wife, whom he married in 
San Diego a few years before, 
shared in his mineral enthusiasm 
and belief in his ultimate success, 
yet it was a sad hour for her to see 
him sail away, as they had not lived 
in San Francisco long and knew 
only a half dozen people. When 
they divided their last half dollar 
and he sailed away to a wild, deso
late and almost a totally unknown 
region with only provisions for a 
two-year stay, the young wife was 
as heroic as her husband, as she 
went to work with a will, the first 
time in her life, for her own living. 

Winter was already threatening 
when the "Phelps" reached Eyak, 
Alaska The men got together and 
built a log cabin for winter quarters 
near Eyak to await the worst part of 
winter. 

When Captain Handy left, the 
men got to work settling themselves 
in the cabin quarters for at least a 
part of the winter or until such time 
as the various rivers and streams 
had frozen over to allow traveling. 
It was the latter part of October, and 
they could hardly get underway be
fore the firSt of January. There were 
many things to do and learn before 
they could call themselves 
"Sourdoughs." 

They had brought a full out
fit-clothing, food and tools, but 
not a man on board had thought it 
necessary to take sleds; so they all 
had to get to work building sleds 

with which to transport their food 
into the interior. Few of them were 
carpenters, as could be judged by 
the finished work-a sled manufac
tured in the "states" for such pur
poses weighs approximately fifteen 
pounds, is well put together, braced 
with iron and capable of withstand
ing very severe usage. But the sleds 
those men made weighed from 25 
to 57 pounds, indeed a handicap to 
begin with. 

They managed to put in time 
until the holidays in building sleds, 
arranging provisions into suitable 
packages for easy handling and get
ting camp outfits into shape for use. 
For pleasure, their evenings were 
spent either in story telling or danc
ing with the native women. The na
tive women along the coast were 
fine dancers but very poor con
versationalists. They would gather 
themselves together at one end of 
the hall, snickering and giggling 
until the next dance, when some 
sturdy "seeker-after-gold" would 
reach into the bunch and grab at 
haphazard a companion for the next 
dizzy whirl. So the weeks and 
months drifted away in a little plea
sure and a great preparation for the 
coming year of hardships and trials. 
They were young, full of life and 
looking into the future with hope 
and gladness, planning what they 
would do with the gold that would 
surely be theirs-those whom desti
ny had not marked out to make 
their last pilgrimage. 

On the first day of the ne\v year 
of 1898, Old Eyak had bid farewell 
to the last of the mushers as they 
pulled out into the great terra incog
nito, each man's outfit consisting of 
provisions, tools, tent, besides his 
clothing, guns, ammunition and a 
wonderful amount of various 



implements. They were informed 
the Indians were hostile, so went 
fully prepared. No one had less than 
a thousand pounds, and many as 
much as three thousand pounds to 
transfer. They had no dogs, horses 
or beasts of burden, but this outfit 
had to be taken 150 miles or more 
by menial strength. This meant a 
load of250 pounds per sled, hitch
ing yourself into the harness and 
pulling it anywhere from seven to 
ten miles to cache it, doing this 
each day until the entire outfit had 
been moved, when they would be
gin another relay. 

Shortly before the early spring 
of 1898, they had gone as far as the 
mouth of the Bremner River, a 
tributary of the Copper River. At 
that point it was about one hundred 
miles from Eyak on the coast. Snow 
left them there, and the ice went out 
of the rivers. At the mouth of the 
Bremner River two large cabins 
were built, and on the opposite side 
where they found splendid timber, 
they began the construction of 
boats, in which to continue their 
way to the interior. The last of July 
found most of the men on the move 
again, this time in boats. Each boat 
was built large enough to carry a 
ton or two. At the end of October or 
the middle ofNovember, goods and 
provisions, tools, clothing, tents and 
boats were scattered along the Cop
per River from the mouth of the 
Bremner for fifty miles, at intervals 
of five to seven miles apart. They 
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were adrift in a desolate, trackless, 
unknown country with the ther
mometer sixty below zero, and 
many wild animals to avoid, with 
no help or assistance. Hubbard 
killed a young yak one day. A very 
few were then in the interior, but 
none are to be found there now. 
Even in the short Arctic summer 
they had a lonely existence, grub
bing away at the hard mountain 
sides over a hundred miles from the 
only town of Valdez, northeast of 
Eyak, and a few thousand miles 
from the great world outside with 
no means of communication, swal
lowed up in the solitude of the pri
meval north. 

Charles G. Hubbard and Harry 
Curtis Elliott, of Chicago, met for 
the first time on the trail in, and 
formed a partnership that endured 
for many years. Of the thousands 
who flocked into the Copper River 
region, Hubbard and Elliott are be
lieved to be the only ones who 
stuck it out for several years and 
reaped a reward, returning to their 
claims for long periods, hiring other 
men to help work them. Harry El
liott's father helped to finance their 
early development. 

Caught in the Arctic snows once 
more, far from the base of supplies, 
their party was forced to make a 
camp, and when their vegetable
food gave out, that dread disease, 
scurvy, made its appearance. Of 
eighteen men in one party, eight 
victims fell to the plague. In this 

one camp four died; the rest were 
dragged by almost superhuman ef
forts on sleds back to the coast 
where a diet of potatoes, onions and 
canned tomatoes brought them back 
to health, and they made tracks for 
home as soon as they could get out. 
There were other camps and groups 
of men where the scurvy was rag
ing, and many died. The dead were 
buried in the wilderness where they 
fell, and an evergreen tree was usu
ally planted over the graves with a 
simple headboard to tell the tale of 
death. In one case a corpse was 
placed upon a great rock in the 
middle of the river and protected 
with a small cabin covered with 
stones to keep the wild beasts away. 
It was a gruesome experience. 

Hubbard, in relating his experi
ences to a friend, said: "Two of the 
men, just before they died, re
quested that they be given a Chris
tian burial. I hadn't done much 
praying for a good many years, but 
the boys asked me to act as chap
lain. My wife had put a small Bible 
in my pack, and for some reason I 
always carried it with me. I doubt if 
the world has seen many such buri
al services as occurred on the Cop
per River trail that winter morning 
in 1898. The thermometer was be
tween 40 and 50 degrees below 
zero, but the air was deadly still. I 
read the fourteenth chapter of St. 
John at the first funeral at which I 
officiated, and I have always be
lieved since, that right then and 

···KennY· Lc;rh:e MerCantile· 
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there the survivors of our expedi
tion were imbued with the courage 
that resulted in the long sled jour
ney to the coast, for succor of the 
plague victims that were saved." 

At that time there were no 
steamers or cable for telegrams, but 
the Orca Fish Cannery on the coast 
b.ad a small schooner leaving for 
San Francisco just once a year, so 
brought the "news" of many men 
who died of scurvy in the Copper 
River region. All the San Francisco 
rtewspapers had big headlines and 
long columns about it in their pa
?erS. Naturally, the young wife 
:bought her husband must be one of 
:he dead, yet tried to be hopeful. Pi
tally a long welcomed letter ar
ived, a year after he had frrst left 
for the north. The letter was sent 
)Ut by an Indian to the coast where 
1 boat carried it to Seattle, and then 
:o San Francisco. 

As Hubbard and Elliott traveled 
:o the interior they made friends 
.vith the Indians and learned to 
1peak their "Stick-Siwash" lan
~uage. In later years the Court in 
valdez employed-Hubbard as an in
erpreter where natives were 
nvolved. 

Thirty-five miles below the cab
n on Bremner are the Copper River 
apids, and a rougher, more danger
ms stretch of water does not exist. 
\t this point the river narrows 
lown from a width of six miles 
1cross to a very narrow gorge. Here 
1t the rapids, if one is not very care
'ul in a boat, the great suction will 
!raw one down into the cataracts 
1elow before one can realize their 
Ianger. The rapids are three and 
me-half miles in length and at the 
ower end of the second cataract, 
hey flow directly under Miles Gla
:ier. Those who make that crossing 
Llways take their life in their hands, 
or the long odds are always against 
. successful issue of the venture. 
Iowever, to go down by boat, one 
nust take the chance as there is no 
vay of getting around. They were 

the frrst to tackle it. It looked hard 
but they had been up against many 
bad propositions before, so they 
went at it. It is not only the extreme 
swiftness and roughness of the wa
ter there, that creates the danger, 
but the fact that at this time of the 
year, at intervals of two minutes or 
two and a half, the face of Miles 
Glacier breaks off in some places as 
large as five acres in extent, top
pling the ice into the river which 
flows beneath it, creating icebergs, 
causing great tidal waves to be sent 
up stream against the rapidly mov
ing current, bearing with it the large 
fragments of broken ice. The hard
ships and sufferings that these men 
went through never can be half told, 
with the plague of scurvy attacking 
the men, sickness and death all 
about them and nothing to eat but 
rice and bread or biscuits and, 
sometimes beans. 

ventured out hunting and was never 
seen again. Many had close calls on 
the glacier, including one man who 
feU into a crevice in the glacier and 
would have perished but for his 
pack on his back which caught and 
saved him until others rescued him. 
Another fatality, later reported by 
the ship "Excelssior's" passengers, 
was the freezing to death of Peter 
Benson of Madison, Wisconsin. 
Benson had started out from the in
terior to Valdez over what was 
known as the sumnter trail. In 
crossing a small creek, the ice 
broke and he was wet from head to 
foot. Before he could get to a frre 
he was frozen stiff. It was reported 
by Dr. Townsend that there were 
twenty scurvy patients at Copper 
Center. The weather during the 
winter was very severe. Not finding 
anything of any value on that side 
of the mountain range, the men de
cided to turn back and take a new 
course into the Copper River 
Valley. 

One man went insane from his 
sufferings, and would sit in the 
snow nude at 45 
degrees below 
zero, but when 
strapped and 
taken inside, he 
soon died. One 
of the party 
brought out a 
gruesome story 
of fmding a New 
York jeweler 
named Smith, 
who~adper
ished sometime 
before on the 
Childs Glacier 
near Miles Gla
cier, every ex
posed portion of 
the body had 
been eaten by 
ravens. The re
mains were 
identified by the 
clothing and ef
fects. A purse 
containing $250 
was among his 
effects. One man 
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After their gruesome experi
ences, Hubbard and Elliott made a 
fresh start, taking a diffc;rent route. 
Their search was soon turned from 
gold to copper. Among the natives 
of the Copper River Valley they 
found a number of implements 
made of copper given them much 
earlier by the Russians, and the men 
were told of marvelous rich depos
its on some of the small tributaries 
of the river. The Indians said they 
had learned the use of copper from 
the Russians, who the men learned 
later, had carried on mining opera
tions in that country over fifty years 
before, and the natives were able to 
show the men some of the remains 
of an old Russian Mill. 

They found life on the Copper 
River in the valley surrounded by 
mountains, that summer was almost 
as unendurable as in winter; the 
heat was at times very oppressive, 
with swarms of fierce mosquitoes 
making life a torture. After two 
years of hard experiences and 
wanderings, they came to a tribu
tary of the Kotsina River which 
flowed into the Copper River, after
ward naming the tributary "Elliott 
Creek," on which they found pre
cious deposits of rich copper. 

They had traveled over a 
hundred miles up the Copper River 
and about twenty miles along the 
Kotsina, where they located and 
staked twenty-two claims along the 
mountainside that year. The ore 
consisted of boronite, black oxide, 
glance, gray copper and native cop
per, assaying to a high degree. On 
one of their claims stands a long 
boulder or ledge, showing a vein of 
"pure" copper ore ten feet long and 
five feet wide. It protrudes three 
feet above the ground and no one 
knows how far down. They knew 
then that the veins exceeded in 
magnitude and richness anything 
that had yet been discovered. 

They worked hard all summer 
to do the required assessment work, 
and each summer staked more and 
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more claims for the next few years 
· until they finally had scattered, over 

six miles of rich copper claims. Mr. 
James Lenox McPherson of Seattle, 
one of the best surveyors in the 
west, did the surveying of the 
claims in the early days. Many of 
these claims Hubbard and Elliott 
later had patented when they 
formed the "Hubbard-Elliott Cop
per Company." 

In the fall they went to Valdez, 
where Hubbard took passage out to 
Seattle after being in the northern 
wilds for a few years. He soon pro
cured employment in Seattle and 
sent for his wife. This was in 1900. 
She was in San Diego then, visiting 
her mother. She left by steamer for 
San Francisco, there transferring to 
another steamer. The trip to Seattle 

'took over eight days. They rented 
an unfurnished cottage on Seventh 
A venue near Denny Park, for only 
twelve dollars a month. Rents then 
were one twenty-fifth of what they 

divorced wife, Katherine May El
liott, of Chicago, started a suit in 
the Court of Valdez, asking for half 
of all he had discovered, stating she 
had given him a grubstake of five 
hundred dollars before he went 
north. It was a bitter fight and, of 
course, involved the Hubbard
Elliott Company properties. She 
went to Valdez to the trial taking 
two or three brilliant lawyers from 
Chicago and New York. The trial 
lasted some time, but Judge Wick
ersham decided in favor of the de
fendants so Katherine May lost her 
case. In later years Harry Elliott 
was married to a Miss Grace Van 
Wermer ofNew York. They had 
one son. 

Both Charles Hubbard and 
Harry Elliott had to spend seven 
months of each year for inany years 
in the development work, investiga
tion and exploration of their proper
ties on Elliott Creek in the famous 

(cont pg. 24) 
are now. Purchas
ing furniture, 
they set up house
keeping. Two 
doors north of 
them was the fine 
big house of then 
famous "Swift 
Water" Bill Gates 
and his mother's 
family, the An
loffs. One of the 
Anloff boys be-
came a real estate 
broker in Los An-

FIREWEED 
MOUNTAIN 

LODGE 
geles later. 

Harry Elliott 
remained in the 
north for four 
years, and a few 
years later, after 
it was known he 
and Hubbard had 
made rich discov
eries which 
would likely be 
worth millions in 
the future, his 
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round. Taking reservations now for 
1995 dates! Write for brochme: 
P.O Box 1225, Chickaloon, Ak 99674 
phone (907)745-1475 
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OUR TOWN 
BURIED 

TREASURE 
DISCOVERED 

NEAR 
McCARTHY 

$6,000 WORTH OF 
WHISKEY FOUND 

It was a nice sunshiny 
norning last Tuesday, so 
leputy Marshall Kavanaugh 
111d Commissioner Graber 
ook a stroll up the Mother 
.ode Road. Acting on a pow
:rful "hunch" they stopped a 
ew miles from town and be-
:an a little prospecting on 
heir own account. They soon 
.ucceeded in striking the pay 
vhich was a cleverly devised 
:ache of four fifty gallon bar
els containing over one 
mndred and fifty gallons of 
hat beverage known as 
hooch." The entrance to the 
:ache was a gopher hole quite 
1 distance away and artfully 
:oncealed. The artistic sense 
•f the officials was not so 
:reat for they destroyed the 
works" excepting an axe and 
orne other tools which the 
darshal brought back to 
own. The owner can have 
hese by applying at the Mar
hal's office. 

MANTLES, 

ClllMNEYS, ETC. FOR 

ALLADIN LAMPS AT 

• •-~-,_, 1919 . ;•.'' 
~ . . 

ALASKA TOBE 
SCREENED 

BIG PLANS BY 

least, the big caribou drive in the progress and happenings 
the fall. He also expects to of the district it represents, 
get some splendid pictures of and glancing through our 
our own town, including a files for the last twelve 
reel of the Boiling Pot Hole months we find that McCar-

McCARTHY REsiDENT in front of McCarthy, which thy has met many reverses 
is one of the seven great won- and suffered some hard hits 

The growing demand in ders of Alaska. in that time, but is still in the 
the movies is for nature pic- Nov. 1 game and well to the front. 
tures, especially of those The high cost of livmg has 
which are not seen by the av- put the prospector out of 
erage traveler. The old "Love CORDOVA TO business for the present, but 
and Intrigue" pictures pall on HAVE SEA he has by no means quit. 
the movie fans. Thousands of Most of them have accepted 
people are clamoring to see PLANE MAIL positions and are putting 
such pictures as a hunting trip aside a grubstake against the 
to the White River and the SERVICE time when prices adjust 
big game to be seen on such a San Francisco themselves to the pocket 
trip. Such pictures as these Special to the News • book. The closing of the 
are to be produced by a Plans for seaplane mail ser- Mother Lode camps last sum-
prominent McCarthy vice for southeastern and mer affected McCarthy con-
resident. southwestern Alaska are be- siderably, but now that under 

Captain J.P. Hubrick will the Mother Lode Coalition ing prepared for submission 
spend next year in photo- to the War Department. The Mines Co, the mines are run-
graphing wild life as seen by Western Department Air Ser- ning to fullest capacity, that 
Alaskans. The captain is a vice official said that stops at condition is righted. Many 
veteran hunter and guide, hunters have visited us from Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka and 
having spent twenty two Cordova are proposed, and all parts of the states this sea-
years in Alaska and the Yu- that negotiations are to be son, and have returned to tell 
kon. He knows the habits and made with the Chamber of others of the wonderful hunt
habitat of the big game ani- Commerce at these points to ing this country has to offer. 
mals and should get results. provide landing fields. Land- Also of another discovery 

Captain Hubrick will use ing fields are not planned to they made that they could 
the latest Edison moving pic- reach Fairbanks or Nome. outfit right here just as com-
ture machine, operated by an pletely & reasonably as any-
expert, and a crew of six men where in the states. As for 
and a dozen horses. He says pAST PRESENT ourselves, we have installed a 
there will be no shooting new press and other machin-
done unless some cantanker- AND FUTURE ery, have secured a regular 
ous bear refuses to pose be- telegraphic service from the 
fore the camera. The McCarthy Weekly states, and altogether are in 

The pictures are to be News starts upon the third the best shape to give service. 
taken in the White River year of its publication with The printers strike hasn't 
country. Interspersing the this issue, and takes this op- bothered this office; the ar
animal pictures will be gla- portunity to thank its sub- rears in wages we expect to 
cier scenes, pack trains swim- scribers and advertisers for make up and with interest 
ming rivers and traveling on their support and encourage- when McCarthy gets its share 

PosT OFFICE STORE dangerous trails, boats shoot- ment through the past year. of the new era of prosperity 
ing the rapids in the upper The columns of a country which is coming. Then, too, 

----------1 canyon, and last, but not newspaper give a record of McCarthy and its district will 
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realize those dreams of better 
trail and bridges, easier trans
portation and the opening up 
of valuable territory now in· 
accessible. That these all 
come soon we earnestly wish 
and continually work for. 

Nov. 8 

AERIAL MAIL 
San Francisco 
Special to the News • 

Nine army aviators will leave 
in the near future in two sea
planes to select the aerial 
route to Alaska Stops will be 
made at Juneau, Sitka, Cor
dova, and Ketchikan. 

Nov. 15 

The proprietors of the 
Golden have arranged a 
Handicap Pool Tournament, 
which will begin this eve
ning. This will keenly interest 
all pool players. Prizes of val
ue are offered. $20.00 first 
prize, $10.00 second. The en
trance fee will be $1.00. C. 
Parker Smith and Lee Yancy 
will lead off in the first con
test this evening. 

Nov. 22 

KENNECOTT 
NEWS 

John Kellerman, Ben 
McDavitt and Walter Daniel
son, Kennecott mill experts, 
severed their connection with 
the company and left on 
Thursday's train for the out
side. Danielson will spend a 
few weeks at the springs en 
route. He will go into the 
Kuskokwim country next 
spring and develop his valu
able holdings on a big scale 
next season. Mr. and Mrs. 
Colwill, who have spent sev
eral years at Kennecott, left 
Thursday to winter in the 
States. 

Nov. 29 

FIRST TEAM 
The first dog team from 

Chisana drove into town at 
three thirty this afternoon. 
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Joe McClellan was the driver 
and carried mail. He reports 
an unusually mild winter and 
the trail almost bare with all 
the rivers wide open. 

MCCARTHY 
MAN 

SURPRISED 
(Valdez Miner Nov. 

22nd) 
When AI Doze, the big 

genial rancher of McCarthy 
who is attending court in 
town, went to his room at the 
Albemarle last night, he was 
somewhat surprised to find 
his bed occupied by a hand· 
some lady in stylish night 
garments. 

Mr. Doze approached his 
fair visitor with some trepida
tion and in a low voice sug
gested that she occupy some 
other room in the 
establishment. 

No reply being made, he 
again remonstrated with his 
guest upon her impropriety, 
but received no answer. 
Grasping his visitor by the 
shoulder, he discovered it 
was "Lizzie," the blonde 
dummy of the Valdez Mer
cantile Co., which had been 
smuggled to his room by his 
Cordova friends. AI will take 
his boot to the next lady vis
itor found occupying his 
quarters. 

Dec. 6 

POOL 
TOURNAMENT 

Dec. 9. Gercken 85 Vs 
Fry 55. The surprise of the 
week happened in the first 
game, Fry defeating his op
ponent 55 to 46. The second 
game, however, was very in
teresting. Gercken claimed 12 
balls in the first frame. At the 
end of the sixth the score was 
Fry 32 Gercken 52. In the 7th 
Fry claimed II balls but lost 
4 on scratches. The game 
went to Fry in the 1Oth, 55 to 
81. Dec. 11 Kavanaugh and 

Gwin played off their tie, and 
the deciding game went to the 
scratch man. Gwin has han
dled much cord wood in the 
past week and complained of 
the cue being too light. The 
new lineup is coming soon. 

Dec. 13 

HOLIDAY 
FESTIVITIES 
Our city is taking on a 

festive appearance as the 
holidays draw near, and 
Xmas decorations are gracing 
homes and business places. 
Large stocks of holiday 
goods are being displayed by 
the merchants and the buyer 
is finding it hard to decide 
from so many good things. 

Excursions are being 
made to the woods to bring in 
trees worthy of the occasion. 
The children are wearing an 
air of expectation and their 
phenomenal good behavior is 
noticeable. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

tardy, a record we hope to 
improve next month. One 
parent visited school this 
month. The Christmas tree 
and entertainment will be 
held on Christmas Eve at 8 
o'clock in the A.B. Hall. 

Dec. 20 

HOLIDAY 
FESTIVITIES 
A week of the mildest 

weather, with sunshiny days 
and clear evenings, added a 
great deal to the pleasantness 
of this Christmas. Every 
room in town was occupied 
on Christmas night, and the 
restaurants reported fine busi· 
ness for the week. Each home 
in the vicinity had as guest 
one or more homeless bache· 
lors, and many hostesses dis
pensed Christmas cheer. Ed 
Bassett arrived in town on 
Monday to spend the holi
days. Carl Anderson is in 
town from Rex Creek for 
Xmas. He and AI Jackson ar
rived Monday. Geo. Maxwill 
is a visitor to town this week 
from Jumbo. Lou Anderson 

Honor Roll 
December: 

for came in on Thursday's train 
from Long Lake to spend 
Christmas in our city & re
turned home this morning. 
Gus Johnson and Billy 
Woodin arrived in town 
Tuesday to spend Christmas. 
Oscar Anderson was a 
McCarthy visitor this week 
for the festivities. Ken Cole 
spent Xmas in town returning 
to Kennecott yesterday. Fred 
Lubbe was down from the 
Jumbo. Sid Johnson was in 
town also. 

Elizabeth Murie, Marion 
Wills, Joan Woodin, Marga
ret Woodin, Laura May Fry, 
Laurence Barrett, Victor Mar
shall, Arthur McDonnel, 
Walter McDonnel, Frank 
Johnson, Fred Seltenreich, 
Ted Seltenreich. At present, 
there are nine boys and ten 
girls belonging. The boys are 
still ahead in attendance, hav
ing had one half-day's ab
sence during the month. One 
boy caused two cases of tar
diness and three girls were 

Dec. 27 

DIRECTORY 
BANKS First Bank of Cordova, Bank of Alaska 
RAILROADS Copper River & N.W. Ry 
MERCHANTS McCarthy Mercantile Co., R.L.H. Marshall 
GENTS FURNISillNGS Laurie Bros., McCarthy Mercantile. 
RESTAURANTS Charley's Place, Merchant's Cafe 
MEAT MARKET R.L.H. Marshall 
DRUG STORE O.W. Brehmer 
BILLIARDS The Alaskan, The Golden 
TRANSFER Chas. Lubbe. 
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PAGE 20 WRANGELL,ST. ELIAS NEWS NOVEMBER &.DECEMBER 1994 

King Floyd 
THE 1Alf OFA SMA/J..L TIME DICTATOR 

Part eleven - The Baron of Distraction Vs Wings Hauser 

BY RANDY ELLIOTT 

Resplendent in new Carharts, 
the king shifted uneasily against the 
plush cushioned chairs of the court
room. He jostled Maureen's needles 
and she gave him a sharp look. 
Around the two regents, other citi
zens huddled in knots. Two jack
booted gorillas waited by the side 
doors of the room. There was little 
talking and a palpable sense of 
doom in the air. 

· Floyd studied the room careful
ly as Maureen's knitting needles 
clicked and whirled. The room was 
low-ceilinged, yet it had a vast feel
ing to it due to the recessed light-· 
ing. The walls and doors 'were oak 
paneling which had been heavily 
carved by some master craftsman. 
Floyd scrutinized the paneling mo
tif with mounting interest. The 
walls were covered with tiny num
bers in bas relief. Each one seemed 
to refer to some federal regulation, 
but they were in seemingly random 
patterns. Then Floyd let his eyes fo
cus beyond the wall surface and a 
giant panorama suddenly appeared. 
It was an optical trick, for now he 
could clearly see in three dimen
sions a thundering herd of kanga
roos on some desert plateau. 

Floyd turned to Maureen to 
point this out but a side door 
opened just as he did so. The scraw
ny bailiff stood and intoned. 

"All rise for his lordship Hard
lee Fair." The little man with trifo
cals scurried from the door and 
assumed his place on the dais. 

"This court is in session. First 
case, bailiff." 

"Your honor, the court will hear 
case number 50367- the Federated 
Government Vs Tiny Pawn." 

. A small man stood up at the de
fendant's table. 

"The charge is unlawfully graz
ing ungulates on Fedgov resources 
without a permit." 

"How do you plead, Mr. Pawn?" 
the judge asked sharply. 

"Your honor, when we let the 
moose into our cabin yard we had 
no idea the baron owned our grass. 
And the moose was starving after 
the hard winter we had." 

"How do you plead, Mr. Pawn?" 
the judge asked with some 
irritation. 

"Not guilty," Pawn said stoutly. 

"Ninety days and five hundred 
dollars," the judge said instantly 
and slapped the gavel on his block. 

"But. .. but what for?" the man 
cried. 

"You admitted to grazing the 
ungulates and then pled innocent. I 
was willing to dismiss the charge, 
but I am forced to impose the sen
tence for perjury. Next." 

The jackbooted gorillas led the 
struggling man away. 

"The court will hear 60987-
the Baron of Distraction Vs Wings 
Hauser." 

Floyd jumped and Maureen 
missed a purl. Floyd looked for 
Wings in the room but no one stood 
at the table. 

"Where is the defendant, Earl?" 
asked the equally confused judge. 

"He is refusing to appear in a 
kangaroo court, your honor." 

Wings must have been in the 
courtroom and saw the walls be
fore, Floyd mused. The judge went 
livid. 

"Refuses to appear, does he? 
Get me a volunteer." 

The bailiff quickly canvassed 
the crowd, offering free tickets to 
Acapulco for a volunteer. In no 
time a man held up his hand. Then 
Floyd felt Maureen liftirig his arm, 
and the astonished king heard a 
voice as though from far away. 

"You-there, in the Carharts. 
Come on down, and be a criminal 
for a day." 

The crowd cheered as the king 
made his way to the table. 

"So, how do you wish to plead, 
contestant one?" 

"What are the charges?" Floyd 
asked. The judge gave him an odd 
look. 

"Bailiff, read the charges." 

"The defendant is charged with 
violating the Baron's perception of 
quiet without a class two permit." 

"Now, smart mouth, how do 
you plead?" 

"Not guilty," Floyd said. How 
could he send his friend to jail? 

"Not guilty? Why not?" queried 
the judge. 

"We glided all the way to Moor
ingtown, your honor." 



... 

"You were in the plane?" the 
judge said incredulously. 

"Er, yes, I was." 

"And you glided into town?" 

"Yes, your honor." 

"HMMMNNNN." The judge 
opened a large black book and be
gan to peruse the pages. He fmally 
stopped on one page, and the court 
squirmed while he studied it. Floyd 
held his breath. 

"It seems here that the percep
tion of quiet is not clearly defined 
as yet. Since I am required to find 
you guilty only if there is no rea
sonable doubt and that would be 
difficult without a clearly defmed 
offense, I am forced to suspend 
judgment until the Fedgov commis
sion determines what natural quiet 
is. I will release the pilot on his own 
recognizance until that occurs." 

"What about his airplane?" 

"I'll release it with the engine 
removed." 

"What good is it without an en
gine?" Floyd asked, perplexed. 

"That's not my concern. We 
can't allow him to leave with the 
ability to commit the same offense 
again." 

"But he didn't commit any 
offense." 
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"We can't determine that now, 
and I would be forced to dismiss 
before I could restore his complete 
airplane." 

"Oh," said the disappointed 
king. 

"Bailiff-you may escort the 
defendant to the cell and release 
him on his own recognizance." 

"Er, you mean the accused, or 
the defendant?" 

"Yes, exactly." The judge 
nodded to himself, and the per
plexed bailiff escorted the bemused 
king from the court followed by the 
queen. 

Wings, fresh from the hoose
gow, seemed no worse for wear. He 
charged from the cell and gave the 
startled king a bear hug that nearly 
resulted in fatalities. The quick 
thinking queen grabbed the mighty 
peacemaker from the king's hand 
before he could 
shoot. The two 
men separated 

recovered his belt and shoelaces 
from the jail keeper, the king filled 
him in on the court action. 

The queen sighed as the two 
jawed on and on. Wings winced, 
wearily wishing winsome women 
would wait without whining, when 
well-intentioned workmen wrought 
wily worded writs wherein Wing's 
wrecked winged wonder would 
waul wildly wickedly wasting whi
lom whispering weekend welkins. 

Escaping the ominous onyx 
Fedgov headquarters, the three 
headed for the airport to reclaim the 
headless biplane and plan their next 
move. Reaching the tower at last, 
they rented a small truck from the 
gas boy and rigging a hitch used for 
the wheel dog in the queen's essen
tial dog team, they headed for the 
Fedgov highway and home with the 
unlikely looking airplane bumping 
along behind. 

and eyed each 
other as the 
guards tidied the 
cell. 

lieunieott-MeCarth:y 
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Copper Valley Telephone Co-op comes calling 
BY BoNNIE KENYON 

McCarthy-On October 7 six 
Copper Valley Telephone Coopera
tive (CVTC) representatives met 
with local residents at the McCarthy 
Lodge to update and sign up poten
tial telephone recipients in the 
McCarthy-Kennicott area. 

Two engineers drove the 
McCarthy Road taking signal 
strengths and making phone calls 
periodically along the route. Long 
Lake signals were questionable
maybe less reliable. Fireweed Sub
division (midway between Long 
Lake and McCarthy) looks like a 
possible ftxed service operation 
with a "pretty decent signal." Swift 
Creek tested excellent for mobile 
and fixed service. 

Mobile service is provided by 
Copper Valley Cellular, a 
subsidiary of Copper Valley 

Telephone. Monthly fees for mobile 
cellular runs $35 with 30 free min
utes. Above that incoming and out
going calls will cost $.50 a minute 
plus toll charges. There is registered 
service in Glennallen, Valdez and 
Cordova with coverage as far north 
as Myers Lake, says Jeff Fulton, 
Commercial Manager for CVC. 
Monthly ftxed service for local 
businesses will run $48.41 and 
$44.41 for residences. Installation 
fee is $126 and there is a $200 de
posit that is refundable. 

On October 8, Tim Rennie and 
Jim Gifford visited those who had 
signed up for phone service and 
made local site tests. Alascom rep
resentatives arrived and installed 
their satellite equipment. Copper 
Valley Telephone engineers have 
been in and out of McCarthy work
ing out the bugs in the system. 

According to Tim Rennie, Opera
tions Manager, McCarthy residents 
could expect 2 "installers" to arrive 
around October 31 to do site sur
veys as well as begin installing 
phones. About 4 hours is expected 
to install individual equipment in 
homes. 

A community phone is now 
working and available in the 
McCarthy Lodge. A person can call 
collect or use a telephone credit 
card. The following numbers can 
also be used: 911 for emergency, 
411 for infonnation, and 611, 
which rings directly into the Copper 
VaHey Telephone Glennallen · 
office. 

The Copper Valley Telephone 
Directory will eventually include 
McCarthy area phone listings using 
the exchange 554. 

New Qelease - Just in time 
for Christmas 

u4: peit~ct 
gL~t fptt 
kids o6 

a~~ ages .. 

An Imams «P1f tllile 

WraniJell Ste=Eiias 
National 

Park 

Coloring Book 

Send $5 for each copy to: 
Wrangell St. Elias News 
McCarthy, P.O. Box MXY 
G~ennallen, AK 99588 

we·u pay the postage! 



WRANGELL ST. EUAS NEwS NOVEMBER Be DECEMBER 1994 PAGE 23 

c..A C.Vtslt ~om. 9Jeaven 
BY ORLANDO WIEBE 

'Twas the night before Christmas and all thru' the land, 
Every creature was stirring, just as Caesar had planned; 

For a census was taken in which every soul 
In the Empire of Rome must be placed on that roll. 

So up :from Galilee, out of Nazareth there came 
A lovely couple - Joseph and Mary by name; 

To their city of birth which is called Bethlehem, 
They came as descendants of King David's stem. 

There the days were accomplished that she should give 
birth 

To a wee Son Who will one day reign o'er all the earth. 
She brought forth her firstborn and with her own hands, 
She wrapped that sweet Child in soft, swaddling bands. 

In a rough, lowly manger this life did begin, 
Simply because there was ''No Room, No Room" in 

that inn! 

In the country shepherds abode in the field 
Keeping watch o'er their sheep as in silence they 

kneeled 
In the shadows of night, with their rods and their 

staves, 
Having just settled down in the warmth of the caves. 

When out of the sky there shone a light so bright, 
It filled all the men's hearts with a terrible fright. 

They sprang from the ground with a leap and a dash 
To see what was causing that unearthly flash! 

'Twas the Glory of God shining down on the ground 
With a halo of radiance on the sheep all around. 

Then what to their questioning eyes should draw near, 
But the Angel of God with a message: "Don't Fear!" 

for, 
"Behold! I bring you good tidings of joy 

For all men and women - for each girl and boy; 
For to you is born a Savior this day 

In the City of David just as the prophets did say!" 

Then suddenly with that bright angel there appeared 
A heavenly host, praising God as they cheered: 
"To God in the highest may glory abound, and 

On earth, peace and goodwill to men all around!" 

Near at hand, far beyond, to the left, to the right 
Those heavenly seraphs just stood there poised in their 

flight. 

Then as snowflakes before the fierce storm winds do 
fly, 

Passing o'er the wide fields, mount up to the sky, 
So up into heaven those angels they flew 

Having given their message so wondrously new. 

Then, those shepherds declared with faces aglow, 
"To the village of Bethlehem, quickly, let's go, and 

See this great thing which has come to pass, 
Which the Lord this night has made known to us! 

There they found Joseph and Mary· so mild, and 
In that rough, old manger the heavenly Christ Child. 
When they had seen Him, they made known abroad 

The message as told them by the Angel of God! 

Now the people! they wondered at all they'd heard 
As told to them by the shepherds - in angelic word; 

But Mary! Oh, Mary! She knew all these things from 
the start. 

And she just pondered this great event deep in her 
heart. 

The shepherds returned, giving glory and praise 
To the God of their fathers- the Ancient of Days. 

Now what had they heard? 
"TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST ALL GLORY 

ABOUND AND 
ON EARTH, PEACE AND GOODWILL TO MEN 

ALL AROUND!" 

Permission granted from Good News Publishers, 9825 
W. Roosevelt Rd., Westchester, IL 60153. Submitted 
by Pat Edwards. Scripture references: Matt. 1: 18-25; 
Matt. 2:1-23; Luke 2:1-52. 
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Chitina district, only fifty or sixty 
miles from the Kennecott mines. 
After a few years they had staked 
seventy-nine claims, thirty-two of 
them patented, a total mineral area 
of 1600 acres. They came out for 
five months during the year, in the 
winter, to purchase machinery, sup
plies, horses, employ men to work, 
and visit home, and their office in 
Chicago. 

Many well-known mining ex
perts and engineers visited the 
properties. All said that reasoning 
from the prevailing conditions and 
with the proper development and 
management, these mines would be 
classed among the great bonanza 
copper properties of the world, that 
they were capable of an output suf
ficient to justify the construction of 
a railroad without regard to traffic 
from any other source, that the 

·veins exceeded in magnitude and 
richness, anything that had ever 
been discovered, that nature had 

been carrying on development work 
for ages. The several gulches had 
cut their way through the ore bodies 
to the great depth of some four 
hundred feet, and the high grade 
was proven by the ore in sight. 
Many different assays of the ore 
were made by different offices in 
different cities, and all marveled at 
the richness ofthe ore. The owners 
were greatly encouraged. 

In 1904, the "Hubbard-Elliott 
Copper Development Company of 
Alaska" was incorporated under the 
laws ofthe state of Washington, 
with a capitalization of$1 ,500,000. 
A block of stock was put on the 
market to sell at twenty cents a 
share {par value one dollar a share), 
and this stock sold like hot cakes all 
over the United States. For several 
years it kept going up in price until 
it finally sold for seven dollars and 
eight dollars a share on the New 
York and Chicago stock markets. 

Harry C. Elliott was made 
President of the new company and 
Charles G. Hubbard was Vice 
President and General Manager. Al
bert Johnstone Elliott of Chicago, 
father of Harry, was Secretary, John 
T. Evans was Treasurer, and John 
P. Fay of Seattle, attorney or coun
sel. Many very prominent men of 
Chicago and the east were on the 
Board of Trustees. Fine, large and 
handsomely furnished offices were 
set up in the heart of Chicago, and 
later an office was opened in New 
York City. As the stock increased in 
value, many made fortunes who 
sold at the higher price. 

At the property on Elliott Creek, 
there was a large force of men at 
work, tunnels were constructed to 
intercept outcroppings, and 
$100,000 or more was soon spent. 
Jake M. Nefsted was employed to 
haul in tons of supplies and 
machinery. Strong bridges were 
built across the Kotsina River and 
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others. There were over half a doz- The channel is 1500 feet wide at find the body of Mr. Elliott. Mr. 
en railroads that were planned, and this point. The three great piers of Greer's was not found. Many rela-
talk of building these to the interior, solid concrete, which were built, tives and friends were leaving their 
but the very wealthy Guggenheims, solved the problem and were the homes to help in the hunt for El-
owners of the Kennicott Mine, with largest of their kind in America at liott's boy when the wire came out 
J. Pierpoint Morgan and Col. D.C. that time. After four years work, in that it was found and would be 
Jackling, were the first to build a June 1910, the great steel bridge shipped to Seattle soon. Dozens of 
rail line 175 miles from Cordova on over the Copper River was com- relatives and friends were there to 
the coast to the Kennicott property pleted, and the railroad reached meet the boat, as was his wife, 
in the interior of the Copper River Chitina at the southern part of the Grace. There were two or three fu-
Valley. They also purchased a line Copper River Valley, from the neral services for Elliott, one in 
of steamers and built a big smelter coast, and was later built to the Alaska, one in Seattle, where he 
at Tacoma. There were other rail Kennicott Mine, passing only sev- had friends, and the last one in the 
spur lines, built for a short distance. enteen miles from the Hubbard- east where he was buried. His little 
The Guggenheims tried to purchase Elliott properties. No other bridge son was only about two years old at 
the Hubbard-Elliott properties, of- in the world had to stand such a the time. It was only a few years 
fering five million dollars, but were bombardment of tons of ice from later when Grace, his wife, died. 
turned down. The Hubbard-Elliott the two glaciers. It was an engineer- Harry's sister, Louise, took his son 
Company was now independent and ing marvel second to few in the to raise. 
wanted to remain that way. world, at this period of time. In 1916, the Kennicott Corpora-

In 1906, the Copper River and On December 30, in the winter tion (Guggenheims) declared a 
Northwestern Railroad Company of 1909, Harry Elliott and a Mr. single quarterly dividend of 
began work to conquer the great Greer of Seattle were buried in a $4,170,875, or at the rate of 
river at Mile 49, where the river snowslide while taking Kodak pic- $16,683,500 yearly, the second 
runs between the two living gla- tures at the mines on Elliott Creek. largest dividend ever paid by any 
ciers-the Miles and the Childs. It was many days before they could copper, gold, silver or other mining 
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company then, in the history of the 
world. The estimated profits of the 
Kennicott Corporation earned in 
three months, April, May and June 
1916 approximated $7,750,000 net 
and exceeded the full purchase 
price which the United States gov
ernment paid to Russia for all Alas
ka ($7,200,000). 

It was estimated that in 1916 the 
Alaska Copper Mines would tum 
out about $40,000,000 worth of red 
metal. This is more than five and 
one-halftimes the full purchase 
price for Alaska. 

There was much traveling nec
essary for Charles Hubbard, the 
Vice-President and General Manag
er of the Hubbard-Elliott Company. 
For several yeaFs he traveled 30,000 
miles a year, and Mrs. Hubbard al
ways kept her trunk packed to be 
able to leave within a day's notice, 
wherever she could meet her hus
band and travel with him, north to 
Seattle, south, or east. Their young 

daughter, Elizabeth, usually re
mained with an aunt in San Diego. 
In 1907, her mother took her to 
Alaska. Leaving San Diego, Cali
fornia, where they had moved to 
from Seattle, early in May by 
steamer, and transferring in Seattle 
to the old Alaskan steamer "Bert
ha," which was not at all modem, 
they finally reached Valdez after 17 
or 18 days on the ocean. They were 
met by Mr. Hubbard. 

Valdez was just a small village 
with no sewage system or water 
system. There was a Hall of Re
cords and a District Court there, 
which was later moved to Anchor
age after Valdez was almost wiped 
out by a few costly fires. 

At that time Cordova and Val
dez seemed to be having a war on 
with the steamship company. The 
steamers always landed in daylight 
hours to unload at Cordova but 
would land at Valdez at about 2:30 
or 3:00a.m., the passengers having 

to get off and walk up town at that 
early hour, greeted usually by some 
intoxicated men who had been 
keeping nearly everyone in town 
awake all night, or by a grand dog 
fight between the malamutes and 
husky dogs. 

The Hubbards soon left for 
Knights Island, approximately 70 
miles from Seward, where the com
pany had purchased a group of cop
per claims and were putting in 
several thousand dollars in develop
ing them. W. Bertrum Hancock, a 
mining engineer who had been 
employed as manager of the Red
stock, Welton and Ferrington mines 
near Bath, England, was superinten
dent on Knights Island. For many 
years he had been assistant superin
tendent of the Rio Tin to Copper 
Mine of Spain which had been 
worked for over three thousand 
years. There at Knights Island the 
family lived in a little log cabin on 
the hillside. Mrs. Hubbard and her 
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daughter stayed only for the sum
mer. There was much snow for 
some time-seven feet on the level 
and hundreds of feet in the cany
ons-with snowslides roaring like 
cannons every few minutes. 

In late 1908, the Hubbards built 
a fme large home in San Diego 
where they entertained a good deal, 
and where their two younger chil
dren were born, a boy and a girl. 

One by one all the Elliotts 
passed away and funds gave out. 
The offices had to be closed. 

There were thirty-two patented 
copper claims and many unpatented 
ones, covering an area of approxi
mately six miles in length. The 
Hubbard-Elliott Company proper
ties were unable to continue to op
erate; however, as the Elliotts had 
passed away, and as large amounts 
of much-needed funds, which had 
previously gone back into the op
eration of the mines, had eventually 
run out, the company dissolved. 
Charles Hubbard continued with the 
Knights Island claims, by boat from 
Seward, Alaska, and later devel-

oped some gold properties a few 
miles out of Seward. 

Many years later, in June of 
1969, Charles G. Hubbard passed 
away in Seward at the age of I 00 
years and 3 months. The Mayor of 
Seward had set aside March 19, 
1969, Hubbard's lOOth birthday, as 
"Charles Hubbard Day." Later a 
small memorabilia mining museum, 
a few miles from Seward, closer to 
Cooper Landing, on the Sterling 
Highway, was built and named the 
"Charlie Hubbard Museum," at the 
site of Russian mining that had 
been done there in 1846. 

MCCARTHY MAIL BUILDING UPDATE AND 'THANK-YOU" 

McCarthy-The new mail 
building is now in place at the 
northeast end of the McCarthy Air
port-thanks to the Underwater 
Construction crew who did the 
moving. Although not entirely 
ready for use by local residents, it 

has come a long way since our last 
issue of WSEN. Thanks to the lo
cals who have turned out to help. 
The bins and a sorting bench are 
built. The plywood floor is down, 
the door is hung and fresh paint 
graces the walls. The name tags are 

being placed on individual boxes. It 
won't be long now! A special 
"thank you" to area visitors, Ted 
Cebula and Werner Stuckler, who 
gave their time to support a local 
project. 
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BY CARL Y KRITCHEN 

I started out writing this column on 
a different subject this month, but as I 
was looking through possible recipes to 
use, it became clear 1hat I had cranber
ries on the bmin! We were in and out 
ofMcCarthy for a couple of weeks ear
lier this fall, and by the time we got 
back home, the temperature had fallen 
below 9 degrees one night When I 
climbed the ridge behind om cabin to 
pick some lowbush cranberries, most 
of them were mushy or had already 
fallen to the ground I managed to pick 
a little over a gallon, but I sure wish I 
had gotten more! 

Lowbush cranberries 
(V accinium vitis-idaea) are my favorite 
variety of Alaska beny. They're one of 
the most versatile berries to use, and 
you pick them in the fall when most of 
the bugs are gone (a real plus in my 
book!). 

The following recipe for cobbler 
can either be used as dessert or a spe
cial brealdBst dish. It smells wonderful 
as it bakes! 

CRANBERRY~ I?EACIHI 
COBBLER 

For the filling: 
3 cups sliced peaches (fresh or 

canned) 
2 cups cranberries 
213 cup sugar 
1 Tbsp. flour 
112 tsp. cinnamon 
112 tsp. grated orange peel 

For the dough: 
1 112 cup flour 
1 Tbsp. sugar 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1 12 tsp. salt 
4 Tbsp. butter 
314 cup cream 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. But
ter a 9"x9" (or 8"x8" deep} square pan. 
Mix filling ingredients 1horougbly and 
PoW' into prepared pan. Cover loosely 

wi1h foil and bake for 20 minutes. As 
the fiuit bakes, prepare the dough. Mix 
the dry ingredients in a large bowl. 
Add the butter in small pieces and cut 
into the dry ingredients until the mix 
resembles a coarse meal. Add cream, 
stir until just blended 

Take dough out ofbowl and knead 
two or 1hree times on a floured surface. 
Roll dough into a shape the same size 
as the square pan that you are using. 
Lay it on the fruit whole, or cut into 
biscuits and lay them on in a pattern, 
leaving a vent for steam in the middle. 
Reduce heat to 375 degrees and bake 
for 30 more minutes, or until the juices 
are bubbling thickly. 

This is the first recipe that I ever 
made using cranberries I had picked-! 
still like it because it's fast and easy. 
You can use whole wheat flour for this, 
or a combination of white and wheat. 

LOWBUSH CRANBERRY 
NUT !BREAD 

1 orange rind, grated (or about 
1 Tbsp. dried, grated peel) 

1 cup sugar 
3 cups flour 
4 Tbsp. baking powder 
1 112 tsp. salt 
1 12 cup chopped walnuts 
2 eggs 
1 cup milk 
4 Tbsp. butter, melted 
1 cup lowbush cranberries 

Combine orange rind, sugar, flour, 
baking powder, salt and walnuts. In 
another bowl beat the eggs and 
combine with the milk and melted but
ter. Pour this mixture into the dry 
ingredients, stir until blended and fold 
in the cranberries. Pour into a greased 
loaf pan and bake at 350 degrees for an 
hom. 

This pie is really tasty served with 
ice cream. Make sure you bake it until 
the cranberries have completely 

popped I usually use a few more cran
berries than the recipe calls for (maybe 
another cup). 

CRANBERRY PIE 

2 cups cranberries 
1 112 cups sugar 
112 cup chopped walnuts 
2 eggs 
1 cup flour 
112 cup melted butter 

Spread cranberries over the bottom 
of a greased 10 in. pie pan. Sprinkle 
wi1h 1/2 cup of the sugar, and all the 
walnuts. Beat eggs in a separate bowl, 
adding remaining sugar gradually. 
When well mixed, add flour and 
melted butter. Stir until well blended. 
Pour batter over cranberries. Bake at 
350 degrees for about 1 hour. Best 
served warm. Pie can also be dusted 
with sugar and lemon rind before bak
ing, if desired. 

This is a pretty recipe to use as a 
gift at Christmas time. It can be stored 
for two weeks in the refrigerator. 

CRANBERRY CHUTNEY 

1 cupwater 
4 cups cranberries (fresh) 
1 cup raisins 
2 cups sugar 
1 12 tsp. ginger 
112 tsp. cinnamon 
1 I 4 tsp. allspice 
1 I 4 tsp. salt 
1 8 oz. can pineapple, 

chopped and drained 

Combine water, cranberries, rai
sins, sugar, spices, and salt in a large 
saucepan. Mix well and cook over me
dium heat until the cranberries pop and 
the mixture begins to thicken, about 20 
minutes. Stir in the drained pineapple. 
Continue cooking for an additional20 
minutes, or until the sauce has reached 
1he desired consistency. Cool, and 
place in jars. Store in the refrigerator. 
Makes about 5 cups. 
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University of Alaska meets with McCarthy residents 
BY BoNNIE KENYON 

McCarthy-Mari Montgomery, 
Senior Property Manager for the 
University of Alaska's statewide of

" flee of land management, was in 
McCarthy October 19-21 to discuss 
the University's plans regarding de-

• velopment of its McCarthy 
properties. 

"I'm here to address any con
cerns that the locals might have on 
our development project," ex
plained Montgomery. ''No McCar
thy area parcels have been sold yet; 
in fact, we do not have any for sale 
yet. We haven't even subdivided 
anything yet. We will work on that 
project this winter, hopefully." 

Aerial contour mapping of the 
University's property was available 
for review by area residents. Copies 

of inventory maps that are platted 
out on USGS maps were also 
available. 

As for the University's future 
plans, Montgomery had this to say: 
"We're still in the early planning 
stages of the project. The parcel by 
the airport at this point we don't 
plan to subdivide. We are going to 
try to look for just one lessee for 
that parcel. What we are going to 
start a subdivision on is the proper
ty we have on the other side of 
McCarthy Creek. We plan to subdi
vide and sell some parcels." 

When questioned about the 
sizes of the parcels, Montgomery 
explained that it hasn't been 
planned yet. "It depends on wet
lands and roads and things like 
that." Also, according to Montgom-

ery, they have not yet determined 
the total of acres that will be 
subdivided. 

McCarthy residents turned out 
to offer comments and suggestions. 
"Everyone is very thorough and 
very reasonable," says 
Montgomery. "They have a lot of 
good ideas that will help us on our 
development. The locals always 

. have a different view of things than 
those of us who sit in town at a 
desk. I think it is going very well." 

For further information, please 
contact the University of Alaska, 
Statewide Office of Land Manage
ment, 3890 University Lake Drive, 
Suite 103, Anchorage, AK 99508. 
Phone: 786-7766. Fax: 786-7733. 

"Fear itS the negative that i6 developed in the darkroom." 

Re-live t;he year oF 1918. 
Experience "the£?e Ala£?kan 
fron"tier t;own£? "the way 
t.he reaident.£? oF 
Kennico"tt. and McCart-hy did. 
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then you111ove 
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The McCarthy Weekly News 
52 weeks of history in one big issue/ 

Send $10 
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for each copy to: 

·Wrangell St. Elias News 
McCarthy, P.O. Box MXY 

Glennallen, AK 99 588 



with Wrangell Mountain Air 
Flightseeiing -- soft adventure at its finest! 
View the awesome rugged beauty of the Wrange~HmSt. IEDias from the 
comfort of our high wing, intercom equipped aircraft. All flights narrated. 

Glacier Landings -- a truDy Naskan experience! 
land o1r11 the ag9Bess Dee and explore tlhlfts mountailnl !ldngdom. Guided and 
unguided trips avaiBable. 

WilderK!less trips -~ Fly int@ t!hJe pristirne tbackcountuy for the trip of a 
lifetime. Day trips to expe<dloto<aurns. G!Ul~ded & Ulnguadedl. 

DaD.y lilhtl from Cbidna to McCarthy 
Avoid 60 miles oJ one lane dirt road. Park your car and fly in! 

Lodging and camping available. $60 per person one way. 

Wrangell Mountain Air, Inc. is a full service air transportation company. 
We also offer fly-in wilderness trips, charter and freight service. 

Wrangell Mountain Bus operates scheduled shuttle service 
between McCarthy and Kennicott. 

Reservations 1-800-4 7 8-1160 /information (907) 345-1160 
Stop by our office in "downtown" McCarthy across from the McCarthy Lodge 
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Kenny Lake roundup with B.J 
BY B.J. DRAGSETH 

Kenny Lake-The fair this year 
was a shining success and every 
one had a great time. The 
community involvement was more 
intense than had been seen in many 
years. Many people are working 
toward a full weekend fair for 1995. 

The new laundry, showers and 
cafe at Kenny Lake are giving peo
ple a good place to gather and pro
viding a place to wash off the "trail 
dust" when they get off the McCart
hy Road! 

We had two forest fires this 
summer in the area - one on the Na
gengast Mine Road and one off the 
end of Burma Road. Fortunately, 
neither one caused much damage as 
it was a very dry year and everyone 
was worrie.d when they started be
cause of the "Beetle Kill" trees. So, 
now we have two new areas that are 
going to be growing moose browse. 

There were a couple of rafting 
companies floating the Tonsina 
River and the patrons seemed to be 
very pleased with the adventure. It 
is fairly rough water and the scen
ery is great - bald eagles, bear, 
moose and assorted other wild crea
tures are common sights on the trip. 

We have several new craft 
businesses in the area and they re
ported good traffic this year. 

School has started and the kids 
all seem to be excited about a few 
new classes. The new principal is 
well liked so far (he hasn't had to 
beat anyone yet!) and is looking 
forward to the challenge of our ru
ral school. There is a home room 
class in the high school this year 
and the students seem to like the 
idea. 

The tourists enjoyed the fox den 
in Kenny Lake this year as they 
could easily walk to it and take pic
tures of natural baby foxes in 
habitat. 

There was an old-fashioned 
barn raising at the Sutton Farm 
this summer and it was great to see 
everyone working together for a 
common goal- neighbor helping 
neighbor. 

The swimming hole at Squirrel 
Creek was very popular this sum
mer with all the sunny and hot days. 
Unfortunately, there were some 
mishaps and everyone was warned 
to be more careful around the 
water. 

The 4th Annual Gymkana and 
Horse Show was a huge success 
with a large turnout of spectators 
and a larger-than-normal field of 
entrants. Everyone was very 
pleased with the event. 

Business Announcement 
To the townspeople and visitors of the 

McCarthy Kennicott area: 
As you all are aware, Steven Syren has decided to 

develop his property immediately west of the 
Kennicott River. This has occasioned some hysteria 
concerning access and related questions due to the 
lack of public parking and sanitation facilities at the 
end of the road. 

We recognize that the need for coherent 
development is paramount for the preservation of the 
quality of our visitors frrst and last impression of this 
area and for the quality of our own lives here in the 
area. Consequently, we have begun a program of 
improvements centered around the camping and 
parking areas. 

This program should address the parking needs of 
tourists as well as accommodating local parking in 
and around the tram and, eventually, the bridge. The 
current parking lot holds 80 cars and will be 
enlarged to hold 110 before June 15 of 1995. More 
parking in a separate lot to the south of the tram will 
be added as needed. 

The tourist demand for more and improved 
sanitation can only be met with a well and potable 

water system which is being pursued at this time. 
Given the paucity of cleared land available, this 
system necessarily will occupy the area currently 
dedicated to local parking and some camping. We 
will require any vehicles left near the green wall or 
toilets to be moved by May 1, 1995. 

Business employees for the 1995 season will not 
be allowed to park free as was the case this year. 
Business owners should contact me before the 
arrival of your staff to arrange for parking, if it is 
needed. We will be offering dedicated local parking 
at long term rates on frrst come basis this spring. 
Residents on the west side of the Kennicott will be 
provided with an area to park on for mail purposes 
free of charge. 

ALL OTHER PARKING WILL BE AT 
TOURIST RATES. 

We further request that local parking take place 
next to the tram until May 1 to allow for the timely 
construction and improvements to the tram station 
building and the parking lot proper. 

Please address questions to Randy Elliott care of 
this newspaper or see me in person at the industrial 
site in the spring. 



Francis and the 5nipesoLtr 
f/hl~ C©~©trh~ ~©©»« 

by Randy Elliott - illustrated by Silvia Renosto 

Limited Signed Edition 

For each copy, send $5.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling to: 

WSEN 
McCarthy, no. 42 
POBoxMXY 
Glennallen, AK 99588-8998 
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2 - 6 years old. 
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A look at the weather 
BY GEORGE CEBULA 

August was one of the wannest 
on record and the end of another 
great summer. There were 13 days 
with 80 degrees or higher and 10 
consecutive days with 80 degree 
readings. This was topped with a 
monthly high of 85 on the 11th. (76 
on Aug. 9,93). Silver Lake had 11 
days with 80 degrees or higher and 
a high of 86 on the 6th. All of the 
area stations were in the 80 degree 
range the first half of the month 
with Slana having the highest tem
perature of 89 on the 5th. 

The rest of the month was aver
age with a low of 31 on the 24th 
and 30th (28 on Aug. 26, '93). 
Silver Lake's low was 33 on the 
30th. The average monthly tem
perature was 56.2 at McCarthy 
(53.6 in Aug. 93 and 50.9 in Aug. 
'92) and 58.7 at Silver Lake (55.0 in 
Aug. '93). The ftrst half of the 
month was dry with most of the 
rainfall in the last 10 days. The total 
rainfall for August was 1.51 inches 
at McCarthy (2.97 in Aug. '93 and 
1.50 in Aug. '92) and 1.14 at Silver 
Lake (1.85 in Aug. '93). It will be 

hard to top the overall weather of 
August 1994. 

September was more an average 
month as compared with August. 
The highest temperature was 65 on 
the 5th (65 on 1 ,3, 5, 7 Aug. '93) 
and the lowest was 9 on the 30th 
(19 on Sept. 18, '93 ). This compares 
with Silver Lake's high of65 on the 
4th, 1Oth and 11th ( 66 on Sept. 2 
and 6, '93) and a low of 15 on the 
30th (19 on Sept. 18, '93).The aver
age temperature for September at 
McCarthy was 42.3 (44.8 in Sept. 
'93 and 34.3 in Sept. '92) and at 
Silver Lake it was just a bit warmer 
at 43.7 (43.4 in Sept. '93). There 
was only a trace of snow in Sep
tember and total rainfall was 2.54 
inches (4.04 in Sept. '93 and 2.88 in 
Sept. '92) with 0.90 inches on the 
I st. 

As we approach the middle of 
October the low temperatures begin 
to dip into the teens and the highs 
barely make it into the forties. The 
snow should begin to reach the sur
face soon. Winter is just about here. 

I retired from the National 
Weather Service on October 3 with 
more than 32 years of Federal Ser
vice. For the past 18 years I have 
worked with the weather observers 
in the field. Many of these people 
are subscribers, and I would like to 
thank them for all their help over 
the years. Lorene, Christy and Geni 
at Nabesna, Thelma at Slana, Or/a 
at Tonsina, Mike at Old Edgerton, 
the staff at KCAM, Jeff and Lynn at 
Valdez Weather Office, Freddie 
Miller at Kenai Keys, Cecilia at 
Sourdough, Gene and Edith at Sil
ver Lake and last but not least Rick 
and Bonnie. My cabin at McCarthy 
is about complete and you will be 
hearing a lot more from me in the 
future. 

Annual Chamber of Commerce meeting 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

McCarthy-The Kennicott
McCarthy Chamber of Commerce 
met for its annual meeting on Sep
tember 26. Although closed for the 
season, Tailor Made Pizza in down
town McCarthy opened its door to 
the sixteen participants. Ten area 
businesses were represented. 

On the agenda was the election 
of a new Board of Directors and of
ficers. Past officers-Rich Kirk
wood, president, Gary Green, 
vice-president, Bonnie Kenyon, sec
retary, Betty Hickling, treasur
er-were replaced by the following: 

Kelly Bay, president, Howard Mo
zen, vice-president, Rich Kirkwood, 
secretary, Jeannie Miller, treasurer. 
The new Board consists of the four 
newly-elected officers and three 
others-Dee Frady, Nancy Green 
and Richard Villa. 

Betty Hickling was commended 
for the ftne job she did coordinating 
the design and completion of the 
new sign which the chamber spon
sored. This new sign replaced sev
eral smaller local business signs and 
is located across the road from the 
museum. 

The next chamber meeting is 
scheduled for October 26 after mail 
and will be held in McCarthy. 

"He sends his orders to 
the world. How swiftly his 

word flies. He sends the 

snow in all its lovely 

whiteness, scatters the 
frost upon the ground, and 
hurls the hail upon the 
earth." 

Psa 147:15-17 
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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
THE LONG SUFFERING 

BRIDGE 

The time has come for the tram 
over the Kennicott River to be re
placed with something more user 
friendly. Originally scheduled for 
the summer of 1995, the bridge 
project has been pushed back to 
1996-because of "widespread 
public interest" in the project. Ap
parently, the Department of Trans
portation and Public Facilities 
(DOT/PF) had drawn up plans for a 
vehicular bridge-with access to be 
limited to area residents-but the 
general uproar from those residents 
against any type of vehicular bridge 
seems to have set things back one 
year. 

At this time there are three de
sign proposals -a suspension 
bridge, a truss style bridge of new 
construction, and the old Nizina 
River Bridge-relocated, and used 
as a footbridge. 

Suspension bridge. This is a 
miniature "Golden Gate" style 
structure with 40 foot towers. As 
one area visitor said when told of 
this proposal, "Will they put a Fer
ris wheel next to it?'' Although 
some local residents favor this alter
native, I think this is a real Disney
land scenario that would be 
completely out of character with 
our area. (This is one area where 
WSEN and Park Service Superin
tendent Lesko agree-in a recent 
interview he said he thought it 
would be "hideous.") Also, the cost 
of this type of structure is said to be 
"most expensive by a significant 
margin." 

Truss bridge of new construc
tion. DOT/PF says this option 
would be the least expensive. It 
would be designed to "give the ap
pearance of an historic structure." 
While much better than the suspen-

sion bridge, it lacks one important 
ingredient. 

Nizina Bridge. What an oppor
tunity. Every visitor that arrives by 
road would be treated to a signifi
cant feature of area history. The 
Territorial Road Commission kept 
busy in the old days building, and 
rebuilding, the Nizina Bridge. The 
early ones were apparently built of 
logs, set on pilings, and sometimes 
only lasted a few days. 

On June 22, 1918, the McCar
thy Weekly News reported that the 
new Nizina Bridge was "practically 
complete." By July I 3 they reported 
that the new bridge was now impas
sable. "Five bents gone and 75 feet 
of the decking." "They are getting 
generous for us," said the News. 
"They built a bridge over the Nizina 
River, that the fog from the glacier 
washed out as soon as the crew and 
Road Commission left, (tough 
luck)." 

The most recent bridge, built 
during the mining days was much 
more sturdy. It used a mixture of 
wood and steel spans. In the last 
few years the wooden spans have 
fallen down-now only the three 
steel spans are left. 

The idea of moving bridge 
spans no longer of use at the Nizina 
site is not a new one. On Feb. 2, 
1918, this story ran in the McCart
hy paper: 

STRELNA ASKS OUR HELP 

A telegram was received in 
McCarthy this week addressed to 
the Chamber of Commerce asking 
that Strelna be aided in securing 
the old Nizina Bridge, i.e. the few 
spans which are left in the canyon. 

The position is this: 

The Kuskalina River is a men
ace to the traveling public, and im
peratively needs a bridge. Knowing 
that we expected a new bridge and 

never did and never will use the old 
one where it is. the residents of 
Strelna thought they might negoti
ate for it andre-erect it at 
Kuskalina. 

The transfer from its present site 
to the McCarthy depot was to be 
arranged for, and Mr. Dwyer gen
erously offered to pay the freight 
from McCarthy to Strelna, which 
amounts to $250. 

(The town held a meeting and 
decided that Strelna could get their 
own bridge-they would keep the 
spans for possible use across 
McCarthy Creek or elsewhere, 
thank you.) 

One of the arguments against 
moving the Nizina Bridge is that it 
could be used to provide access to 
the May Creek area. Unfortunately, 
this is not a realistic option. The 
two spans across the main channel 
of the river are gone. The three re
maining spans are in an area of the 
river that is actually dry as I write 
this. The cost of moving the spans 
the short distance that would let 
them do any good would be nearly 
what it would cost to bring the 
spans to the Kennicott. To think 
that DOT would (or should) spend 
the money to span the Nizina so a 
few local people on 4-wheelers 
could cross the river is ludicrous. 

Relocating the Nizina Bridge is 
an act of recycling that would really 
make a difference. Imagine- 240 
tons of steel recycled into some
thing useful. Think of how many 
soft drink cans it would take to 
equal this earth friendly move! 

The Nizina River Bridge is the 
only option that addresses the need 
for vehicular access across the east 
branch of the river. The third span 
could be used for the purpose, and 
would give a continuity to the vis
itor's "access experience." One 
thing became clear this summer as I 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
October 22, 1994 all of you from time to time, I am meetings are conducted in McCar-
McCarthy, Alaska mystified that you can't talk to me. thy during the day. I have missed 
DearWSEN: Much of the hysteria. concerning the MALA and bridge meetings be-

.. The letters in the paper about development at the tram had no ba- cause I was helping stranded moto-
1\ me and my work compel me to sis in fact. My experience with tou- rists. I have missed KMCC 

make some reply. It is my policy rists in '94 showed no meetings because I was helping ., 
«t' not to engage in political actions overwhelming resentment for fees trucks and cars across the river or 

which have fear as the motivation, or the method of collection. attending to my own business. I 

and I have not joined the MALA or I did speak to MALA and have a staff of one, tne. l have 

Kennicott-McCarthy Chamber of KMCC before the season started missed dances and parties because I 

Commerce (KMCC) for this and arid apparently what I said merely am a little worn out from the first. 

one other reason. ignited fears. Meetings were held, two. 

Both of these organizations rep- letters written, complaints made, I prefer to show my commit-

resent the need for community ac- etc. I have been confronted four ment to all of you more directly 
tion and communication. They times over specific action and three than talking. l have repaired your 

accomplish these goals sluggishly of those ended with changes in trams, replaced the footbridge, 

du.e to a misconception on the part methods to minimize the impact. moved the Post Office, leveled nu-

of soine participants~ MALA and The common denominator in these merous flat spots for parking, 

KMCC are not zoning commis- meetings was fear of something. As hauled tons of freight at stupid 

sions, nor do they actually control I have said fear is not a motivation prices or for free, maintained the 

any of the public property being in my life. Calling alphabet agen- winter crossing and always come to 

discussed. They have no authority cies or threatening lawsuits has the rescue when called. These are 
at all over private action or property gained me nothing in the past. Most positive actions whether for money 
except as a peer group, and yet ofthe plans outlined will befol- or not. 
these meetings often tum into ven- lowed even though the time frame I am very interested in your 

- ~:::~·~j 

ues for the pursuance of private has been altered due to lack offi- I ives, but I still fmd little reason to -~,~:·.~ 
zoning and business disputes. nancing, etc. The Syrens remain join the organized politics in l 

I h~ve been accused of many 
committed to development for tour- McCarthy. Instead, you will fmd me 
ist visitation and I intend to assist 

things this summer, but the majority them. 
wherever you are making improve-

of complaint seems to stem from ments in your community. I hope to 

my disregard for communicating There were two reasons-why I see all of you there. 
With MALA and KMCC. Since I didft'tjoin-and don't participate Sincerely, 
live .at the parking lot and work for much-in the organized things Randy Elliott 

hereabouts. The second is that the 

FOB.rYOUR CONSIDERATION, cont. 
certainly change in the next few One incident of diesel fuel spilling 

visited with area guests at the river years. Ranger Hummel said we into the river will likely spell the 
parking lot-more and more of our could face a 50% increase in visita- ertd of all freighting through the 
visitors are not willing or able to tion in 1995 as a result of the Na- water. Eventually, some type of 
walk the nearly three quarters of a tiona/ Geographic article. The bridge that will allow vehicle access 
mile from the west branch ofthe amount of freight (and more impor- for freight and fuel will be manda-
river into town. The option to pick tantly fuel) that has to cross the tory. Why spend a million dollars 
these folks up at the bridge is be- Kennicott River each year is grow- now for something that cannot be 
coming more important. ing astronomically. After his truck easily converted when that time 

. Looking long term, the biggest sustained considerable damage try- comes? 
-., plus of the Nizina Bridge option is ing to negotiate the river crossing, "The fate of the Nizina Bridge 

that it has the potential for growth, the driver of the septic pumper again hangs in the balance ... " These 
the one thing lacking in the truss truck understandably said "no werethewordsofaJan. 19,1918 
bridge of new construction. Current more." The U.S. Fish and Wildlife story in the McCarthy Weekly 
local sentiment is for pedestrian- Service has reportedly declared the News. Funny how history repeats· 
only traffic, but that will almost Kennicott a "fish bearing river." itself. · ~ k-y~ 
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