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Wrangell St. Elias News

McCarthy celebrates nation’s, town’s birthdays

Hidden Lake outburst takes 70’ of riverbank
River moves away from Kennicott River Service Bridge

Below—July 6—Kennicott River
Service Bridge withstands flood wa-
ters just fine—but high waters have
washed away 66’ of riverbank on
the east side.

Below—July 11—An amazing 5
days later, Rowcon Services had
a new span in place. Several
more days to install guard rails
and the bridge was reopened on
July 18.

McCarthy: —The town’s
yearly observance of the
4th of July combined

with the celebration of McCarthy’s
Centennial brought out folks from
far and wide. The festivities began

as early as July 1st with live music at
the Golden Saloon in downtown Mc-
Carthy. (continued page 7)

WSEN staff photos
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A note from the publisher

In the last “note” from the
May/June issue, I wrote that
we still had 15 inches of

snow on the ground. You will be
glad to know (as I am glad to re-
port) that springtime arrived, was
here only briefly and now summer-
time is upon us. There for awhile it
looked like spring might bypass us
altogether.  Local gardeners, of
which Rick and I are members,
eventually managed to till their gar-
den plots and plant seedlings and
seeds, albeit two weeks later than
usual. The much-asked question
these days in town is: how is your
garden growing!

Speaking of things being
delayed...the mailing of this issue of
WSEN is about 2 weeks late. We do
apologize. Some of you have called
inquiring as to the whereabouts of
your WSEN. Rick and I are always
encouraged to know you miss our
humble publication if it doesn’t ar-
rive on time! For those of you who
are new to our readership list, we
still publish every issue in our log
cabin. The small office we added on
several years ago is bursting at the
seams with equipment, desks and
whatever else we can squeeze into
the limited space. This is our 14th

year for publishing the Wrangell St.
Elias News. That leads me to an-
nounce that postage and printing
costs necessitate an increase in sub-
scription price, which will be an-
nounced in our next issue.

The main reason for our tardi-
ness is that the “news kept happen-
ing.” The July 4th festivities livened
up the town more than usual. The
annual Hidden Lake outburst
caused much excitement in town
which kept Rick on the move with
his digital camera. I wish we could
use more color photos to better de-
pict the extent of the flood this year
and show you more of the floats that
were in this year’s  parade but it is
still very costly for us to print color.
We know you will enjoy the ones we
did include, however.

McCarthy and Kennicott may be
small communities as population
goes, but they certainly contain a
variety of issues that make head-
lines. Whether it is the famous (or
infamous) McCarthy Road, the deci-
sion making that goes on in the Na-
tional Park Service as it relates to
the Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park/Preserve which surrounds us,
access for those who live or work
here,  local town meetings (which
happen more often than you might
think in such a small place), or the
numerous social events or happen-
ings of our town, we trust all are
interesting to many of you, our
readers. This issue seems to be
packed with a little of all the above.
On a lighter note is the weather col-
umn done faithfully each issue by
local resident, George Cebula. Be-
cause food is of critical importance
to each of us, Peggy Guntis is quick
to submit her cooking column be-
fore I even begin my part of WSEN.
I’m sure she is determined none of

us go hungry. Then there is Susan
Smith of Chokosna who, for the
most part, writes on the more seri-
ous topics that greatly affect our
area —subjects such as access to
inholdings and the local residents’
growing relationships with authori-
ties in the National Park Service.
She tackles these issues objectively,
leaving plenty of room for open dia-
logue among all concerned. Rick
and I are thankful to have these reg-
ular contributors on board WSEN.
We are often pleasantly surprised to
receive a story from one of the
younger residents as you will find on
page 18. This isn’t the first time
Kaleb Rowland, 14, has contributed
to our publication. Not many young
folks have the opportunity to experi-
ence the adventures Kaleb lives in
daily.

I want to also thank all those
who allow themselves to be “items
of interest” in my bimonthly column
titled the same. Whether you know
it or not, WSEN readers enjoy the
everyday activities that surround
your bush lifestyle and what may be
mundane to you, is of great interest
to those who call our nations’ cities
home. I suspect we here in McCa-
rthy would find their daily happen-
ings very interesting items!

WSEN welcomes aboard the fol-
lowing subscribers: John Rueter,
AZ; William Lehmann, AK; Larry
and Lindee Satterfield, AK; Marcia
and Carl Elwood, AK; Stephen Wahl,
AK; Marcheta Long, NE; Richard
and Dolores Bass, IL; Tork Johnson
and Linda Bass, IL.
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Items of Interest
The Welty family: Summer fi-

nally arrived in McCarthy and along
with the warmer temperatures came
Lynn’s folks, John and Nancy Burtch
of Xenia, Ohio. Nancy says they usu-
ally prefer the fall season. I think
that’s because the mosquitoes are
gone, but she and John weren’t
about to stay home while grand-
daughter René celebrated her high
school graduation. They arrived just
in the nick of time on June 9th.

Lynn and Nancy invited me
down for tea this afternoon, com-
plete with a fancy tea pot full of a
hot spiced tea, matching cups and
saucers and a delicious piece of
Nancy’s homemade rhubarb pie.
What a nice change of pace for me.
We McCarthy ladies can always use
a good touch of “culture” every now
and then!

Don was working his summer
job as pilot with Wrangell Mountain
Air and Lynn’s dad, John, was busy
in the Welty garden, pruning the
seed pods off Lynn’s huge rhubarb
plants. So, that left us three ladies
to ourselves —and to a fine tea par-
ty.

While Lynn was away at work
during the daytime, John labored in
her garden, creating quite a show
piece. Lynn said her garden has nev-
er looked that trim and neat. That
gave her more time to spend with
her folks over their favorite card
game or lingering over an afternoon
tea break in her new screened gaze-
bo tent (a most welcome birthday
present from her folks this year). It
is providing the Welty family a ha-
ven from the pesky mosquitos that
have turned out in full force this
summer.

Nancy decided she wasn’t about
to let all that wonderful rhubarb go
to waste. Ten rhubarb pies later, she
says Don is still not tired of doing
his share in sampling each one.

Don is making sure the Burtch-
es aren’t experiencing all work and
no play. He flew them to Ptarmigan
Lake where they successfully fished
for lake trout and grayling. Another
outing took them over to Tea Bay
Lake where their catch was rainbow
trout. I guess Don didn’t think his
inlaws were getting enough excite-
ment so he flew them and Lynn to
Chimney Mountain where they came
close to spending the night in a
snowstorm. Thankfully, they all
made it out in time.

René Welty, Tracey Gressel
and Ruth Rutter celebrate com-
mencement exercises. The Senior
Class of Chugach Extension School
—René, Tracey and Ruth —along
with nearly 65 folks gathered at the
Kennicott Recreation Hall on Satur-
day, June 10th to observe the com-
pletion of a major milestone in
these young ladies’ lives.

René Welty of McCarthy, Tracey
Gressel of McCarthy (and Valdez)
and Ruth Rutter of Valdez said a
fond farewell to the rigors of high
school but not without thanking
family,  friends and teachers for all
the encouragement and support
they received along the way. Doug
Penn, principal, Brenda Coffman,
secretary and Cynthia Shidner,
teacher from McCarthy each shared
special memories of their students.

A slide show put together by the
three girls depicted special activi-
ties and adventures they experi-
enced throughout their high school
days.

After the graduation ceremony,
tables laden with delicious food and
two beautifully decorated cakes,
were provided by the Chugach Ex-
tension School, awaited those in
attendance.

Well wishes, goodbyes and
words of wisdom were passed on to
these special graduates with the
assurance that René, Tracey and

Ruth are off for more adventures in
the days ahead. A heartfelt
“Congratulation” to each!

The Paul Barrett family: Paul
and Glenda maybe made the
“mistake” — on their part —of
stopping by for propane this after-
noon. In my opinion, it was perfect
timing to grab an “item of inter-
est!”

The Barretts love visiting their
McCarthy home when they are not
in Seattle. They come as often as
they can which means about 5 times
a year. They are here this time to
celebrate the 4th of July and the Mc-
Carthy Centennial. This year they
were participants in McCarthy’s fa-
mous parade.

Son, Zack, 24, is spending the
summer in McCarthy where he is
working as a guide for Kennicott
Wilderness Guides. This is his first
year for guiding, says his mom,  and
he loves it.  Last fall he successfully
acquired his WFR —Wilderness
First Responder —rating.

Glenda said Zack has been com-
ing to McCarthy, with her and Paul,
since he was 8 or 9 months old. I
suspect Zack doesn’t remember
those real early days but something
must have gotten into his blood be-
cause he keeps coming back for
more of the good ole’ McCarthy life-
style. It could be because Zack’s
great grandfather, John Barrett, was
the founder of McCarthy — 100
years ago, that is. Yes, I’d say it is in
his blood!

Glenda and Paul were also out
over the Memorial Day weekend
along with Paul’s sister, Marilyn, to
help Zack put in the summer gar-
den.

A big McCarthy WELCOME to
Paul, Glenda and Zack!

Trig Trigiano: Another familiar
name to McCarthy town is Trig.
Like the Barrett family, he visits his
McCarthy property as often as he
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can. This trip he brought in a new
item of interest —a newer and big-
ger 4 wheeler, a Sportsman’s Polaris
800, which he trusts will start much
easier in the winter.

His sidekick, “Boxer,” a part
Siamese cat, loves making the trip
with him, always expecting to ride
in the passenger seat. According to
Trig, Boxer is a terrific bear cat,
meaning he prowls, growls and pac-
es whenever a bear is in the vicinity.
In other words, Boxer hates bears!

Although Trig and Boxer are on
vacation when they visit, Trig always
has a project. This time it is to do
some finish work on the second
floor of his house.  I suspect break-
ing in his new 4 wheeler is on his
“to-do” list, as well! Welcome back,
Trig!

Jim Kreblin: Jim is such a good
sport when it comes to items of in-
terest. He dropped by the other day
on his way home from work. His
summer job takes him to Kennicott
4 days a week. Recently he helped
install a propane heating system for
the Kennicott Recreation Hall. That
should make for comfortable off-
season community activities, thanks
to Jim’s expertise.

When Jim isn’t wending his way
down the McCarthy Road from Long
Lake to work, he and dog Nomad
stay busy dabbling in growing a
mini-garden (we are waiting for
those 2 lb. tomatoes, Jim!) and
keeping Robin Lohse in business at
the Copper Cup. Robin’s ice cream
cones are the best to be found at
Long Lake. If you’re passing by that
way, be sure to stop in and sample
Robin’s fare. You’ll probably find
Jim there, too. Tell him the
Kenyons say “hello.”

Mark Vail: SURPRISE TO
COME! That is what a notice posted
at the mail shack promises. Mark is
asking us to please save our used
stamps for a community project
that he is heading up. If you can
help, drop off your stamps in Mark’s
mail Box #15.

John and Barbara Rice: The
Rices arrived at their summer home
the second week of May —just in
time to unpack, make a quick trip
to Anchorage for supplies and wel-
come Barbara’s long-time friend,
Marchete Long, of Battle Creek,
Nebraska. The two ladies met while
volunteering on the Iditarod and
have stayed in touch ever since.

Marchete is not a new face to
our town, but always a welcome one.
She gave Barbara a hand in helping
her set up the Mountain Arts gift
shop this year where Barbara works
during the summer months. She
also created an artistic show place
out of  the Rices’ yard. Rocks are
plentiful in Barbara’s neighborhood
so Marchete went to work arranging
them, along with flowers and  vari-
ous items she found in John’s shed!
Amazing!

Marchete is a school teacher
but her summers bring her to Alas-
ka where she works for Alaska Mis-
sions for Christ, setting up Vacation
Bible Schools throughout the state.
She manages to find time in-be-
tween to visit the Rices and the
folks in our town.

Another visitor was brother-in-
law, Chuck Yates of St. Louis.
Chuck came prepared to work and
kept Barbara and John scrambling
for wood so Chuck could finish up
inside woodworking projects. I had
the opportunity to check out
Chuck’s handiwork and Marchete’s
artistry the other night when Barba-
ra invited me for supper while Rick
was out of town.  Thanks for show-
and-tell, great food and fine conver-
sation! Also, thanks for sharing your
guests with us. We wish they could
stay longer.

Jim, Audrey and Shelly Ed-
wards: Jim’s daughter Shelly of An-
chorage recently spent about 2
weeks at the Edwards’ home on
Swift Creek. Shelly reminded me
that she and brother Steve were the
first of the  “second wave” McCarthy
kids. They arrived, she said, in the
early 60's as infants and lived in

what is now the Lancaster
Backpacker’s Hotel. She has many
happy memories of playing in the
abandoned Kennecott Mill site and
the ghost town of McCarthy.

While here she visited friends,
yanked out numerous dandelions
from Audrey’s garden, worked on
Jim’s famous “magazine house” (a
small cabin under construction be-
ing built entirely out of magazines,
catalogs and junk mail). I believe
Jim would agree there is no short-
age of building materials, just time
and willing workers! Says Shelly,
“I’ve already made reservations to
be the first to sleep in it. I hope it’s
finished in my lifetime.”

Shelly and I spent an afternoon
taking in the town of McCarthy,
sampling ice cream cones at the
McCarthy Mercantile and relaxing
on the Merc’s deck while Shelly
pointed out the various buildings
she used to live and play in. I had a
grand time, Shelly. Hope we can do
it again!

Gary and Barbara Baugh: The
Baugh family is beginning to set a
precedent for spending the 4th of July
at their McCarthy property. The
Baugh’s have 3 children and 3 grand-
kids. By the time everyone showed up
for the holiday, Barbara said there
were 11 folks and that wasn’t count-
ing her and Gary.

When I began writing “Items” it
was before the 4th of July parade. It is
now a day past and the Baugh’s really
did their float up big. Their white
pickup truck was nearly covered with
a American flag. It is obvious this is a
very patriotic family. I asked Gary why
such a “big” flag and he looked at me
like I had asked a very foolish ques-
tion. His answer was, “Because I like
the American flag!”

This particular flag has been
around for sometime and well taken
care of. When Gary’s construction
company acquired the bid for a major
building project at the Mt. Alyeska ski
resort some years back, Gary defied
the challenges of getting this huge
flag to the top of the building for all
to see. He said it took a tower crane
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to get it in place, but what a sight to
behold.

I hope the Baugh family will con-
tinue their holiday trips to McCarthy.
Barbara says her grandchildren are
sold on spending future 4ths in McCa-
rthy! Welcome back to the entire
Baugh family and thanks for your
great American spirit and sharing
your love for our country and its flag!

Neil O’Donnell, Margaret Stock
and daughter Catherine: Neil, Marga-
ret and Catherine made their annual
4th of July trip to their McCarthy area
cabin this year, right on schedule.
Catherine must really love her school
teacher, Karen Lederhos, because she
brought her along to help celebrate
the holiday in style.

In style meant attending the fes-
tivities in McCarthy. Ice cream cones,
parade watching, bidding in the live
auction, visiting with neighbors and
friends and, Catherine’s yearly entry
in the pie eating contest. She came in
4th this year. Her competition was in-
tense and multiplied compared to
other years, but she wasn’t intimidat-
ed.

The holiday always draws the
crowds to our small town but it is es-
pecially rewarding to see, once again,
our part-time neighbors such as Neil,
Margaret and Catherine!

Jim and Peggy Guntis and fami-
ly: Jim and Peggy arrived first week of
May from their winter home in Tuc-
son. Their major project for this sum-
mer is to install new flooring in the
McCarthy house. Jim is volunteering
his expertise and time working on fu-
ture historical displays for our local
museum and for the park service in
Kennicott. Peggy (when she is not
catching up on her reading from their
ever expanding bookcase or writing
her next Cooking with Peggy column
for WSEN) has been getting her
things unpacked and the house ready
for visiting family members.

A few days ago the house came
alive with activity. Jim’s daughter Sue
Miller and friend Chris from Tucson
arrived and Jim quickly organized
family outdoor adventures. Jim’s oth-
er daughter, Salley Wallin, and hus-
band, Scott, also of Tucson arrived in
McCarthy. Most folks will recognize

the Wallin’s name because they are
now considered part of our town’s
summer regulars. Our readers already
know Salley and Scott’s daughter,
Anna Wallin, who makes “items of
interest” frequently. A big welcome to
Sue, Chris, Scott and Salley and wel-
come back to Jim and Peggy.

The Koenig family: The Koenigs
are visiting their McCarthy Creek
property and enjoy spending the holi-
day visiting friends and attending the
July 4th activities. Rob, Arlene and
their 7 children reside in Fairbanks
but are frequent visitors to our area.
This trip  the Koenigs brought with
them the most recent Koenig — baby
Sarah, who is about 2 ½ months old.
What a doll! Sarah’s older brothers
and sisters, Emily, Jonathan, Benja-
min, Daniel, Evan and Hannah all do
their share to keep their new baby
sister entertained and give mom a
break. Another welcome is in order to
the entire Koenig family!

Local buildings receive loving
attention: The McCarthy Kennicott
Community Church not only ob-
tained another coat of oil finish on its
exterior siding, but the inside flooring
has taken on an entirely new look.
Wally Miller and John Kinney, both of
Fairbanks, installed new carpeting in
the sanctuary and salvaged the old
carpeting for use in the basement.
Both men are in the flooring installa-
tion business and did a great job! The
McCarthy-Kennicott Historical Mu-
seum is sporting a fresh coat of red
paint which really spruces up the
crossroad in town. The Copper
Oar/St. Elias Alpine Guides’ office
has not only been given a totally new
look from the fresh wood siding but it
was actually moved to a new location.
Its new setting is at Mile 59 of the
McCarthy Road, complete with a
freshly-constructed parking lot. A re-
cently erected sign informs the visi-
tors of the kind of amenities available
as well as a friendly invite for visitors
to stop for local  information. Another
job well done!

National Park Service offers a
volunteer program: On May 13th

three local residents, John Adams and
Rick and Bonnie Kenyon, attended a
volunteer training session with Diane

Milliard, interpreter ranger for the
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park.
Agreeing to work 3 hours one night a
week to help man the McCarthy Infor-
mational Station after hours, these
local business owners enjoy providing
information to visitors and welcoming
area guests to the largest national
park in the nation. It is hoped that
others will join the program.

Fireweed Academy visits McCa-
rthy and Kennicott: Kiki Abraham-
son, teacher with Fireweed Academy
of Homer, brought 20 young students
along with 4 other adults on a school
field trip to the McCarthy Kennicott
area on May 9 and 10. One young stu-
dent, well known to many of us, was
Maggie Bursch whose family owns a
cabin in the Fireweed Subdivision.
The Bursches reside in Homer but do
their best to visit their former home.

Copper Valley Telephone is call-
ing: Mark your calendars, McCarthy,
Chitina and Glennallen. Copper Valley
Telephone’s 4th annual customer ap-
preciation picnic is calling you. Ham-
burgers, hot dogs, drinks, chips and
dessert will be waiting you. McCarthy
at the Tony Zak house on July 27th;
Chitina on July 28th at the Chitina
Wayside and on August 11th in Glen-
nallen at the CVTC parking lot. The
time for each picnic is noon to 1 PM.
I’ve marked my calendar!

The Chitina Tribal and Communi-
ty Health Center held its first annual
open house this past Friday.  There were
over fifty people in attendance from as
far away as Gulkana and Gakona. Free
Blood Pressure checks were offered for
guests, various door prizes were given
out through out the day. Sandy Kasteler
was the grand prize winner of an Annual
Wellness Exam.

The CTCHC announced that it will
be holding a Back To School Physical
Clinic on August 15 & 16, 2006 from
11:00 am to 5:00 pm. A special price of
$25 will be offered during this time pe-
riod only. Vaccinations will be available
for an additional charge as well.

The CTCHC is open Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 5:00pm and
offers a full range of family medical ser-
vices. The CTCHC invites everyone to
stop in when you are in Chitina for a
personal tour of the clinic and a free
blood pressure check.
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The National Parks and
Conservation Association
(NPCA), Alaska Center for

the Environment, and The Wilder-
ness Society filed a lawsuit on June
29, asking the court to “Enter a
judgment enjoining the Defendants
[NPS] from issuing further recre-
ational ORV permits for Wrangell-
St. Elias...”

Even though the National Park
Service (NPS) requires permits for
recreational ATV riding, the green
groups are calling it “unregulated.”

“ATV enjoyment is appropriate
in many places in Alaska, however,
unregulated recreational riding is
not compatible with most people’s
view of a national park. The damage
being done in Wrangells could cause
nine trails in the park to be closed
to all users, including local subsis-
tence users,” said Randy Virgin, ex-
ecutive director of Alaska Center for
the Environment.

After the Wrangell-St. Elias Na-
tional Park and Preserve (WRST)

was declared a park area in 1980,
the NPS inventoried approximately
600 to 800 miles of existing ATV
trails. They pared that down to just
13 routes, and declared them to be
“authorized” or “recreational” ATV
trails.

Recreational users  need to ob-
tain a permit from the NPS before
riding on the designated trails.

The lawsuit contends that the
NPS should have gone through a
lengthy environmental evaluation
process before allowing these trails,
all of which predate the park, to be
used.

Not so, says the NPS.
“[We] believe we have sufficient

grounds to support the decisions
WRST has made regarding recogniz-
ing established routes that are con-
sistent with park purposes and
values, and implementing a permit
system that the regulations re-
quire,” said Will Tipton, acting su-
perintendent at the park.

The lawsuit does not seek to
restrict access to the park by the
local subsistence users living in resi-
dent zone communities around
Wrangells, only access by those who
do not live near the park.

The NPCA declared WRST to be
one of America’s “10 most endan-
gered parks” several years ago,
based on damage to ATV trails in
the park — all of which are on the
north side, near Slana and Nabesna.
WSEN readers will remember that
Doug Fredericks was cited and fined
by the NPS when he and several oth-
er locals attempted to repair one of
the trails. Alaskans came to Freder-
icks’ aid and paid the fine.

There was also criticism of the
NPS from locals when a grant from
the NPS Trails Program was used
outside the park, on BLM land, rath-
er than to repair trails identified by
NPCA as being damaged.

Enviro groups sue to stop recreational ATV access in WRST

A 56-year-old California
man died Monday after-
noon, May 17, in

Wrangell-St.  Elias National Park
after a fall into a crevasse near
Mount Bona, about 40  miles east of
McCarthy.

Will Hirst of Castro Valley, Cali-
fornia, was on a guided mountain-
eering trip with two guides and a
second client. The party was travers-
ing the Klutlan Glacier at about the
9,700 foot elevation on snowshoes
and was roped together at the time
of the accident. Mr. Hirst was lead-
ing, followed by Eli Potter of St.
Elias Alpine Guides.

According to accounts provided
by Potter, Hirst fell through a snow
bridge at about 3 p.m. and caught
himself at his armpits. While the
guide was taking out the slack in
the line, Hirst broke through and
fell about 20 feet farther down the
crevasse. The crevasse had not been
seen by the climbers, and ran to-
ward the guide, causing a pendulum
effect when Hirst broke through.

The guide anchored Hirst and
then began trying to make contact,
but received no response. The
guides made contact with the Alas-
ka National Guard Rescue Coordina-
tion Center by satellite phone
shortly after the fall. The National

Park Service was then notified by
RCC.  Paul Claus, the air taxi pilot
who had brought the group in, was
then called by NPS. At about 4:15
p.m. Monday afternoon he returned
to the glacier, landed and  assisted
the group with the recovery.

Claus was accompanied by a
medical doctor who was staying at
Claus's Ultima Thule Lodge. Once
Hirst was brought out of the cre-
vasse, CPR was attempted until the
doctor pronounced Hirst dead.
Claus flew the body and lead guide
to Gulkana.  Based on the informa-
tion provided by the guide, the state
coroner determined the cause of
death as “positional asphyxia.”

Climber dies in crevasse fall on Mount Bona
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The Clothesline Photography
Show at the “barn” next door  to
the Ma Johnson Hotel began its dis-
play of favorite pictures of the area,
some from way back when!

The Kennicott Glacier Lodge
held its annual holiday barbecue on
the evening of July 2nd. A Kids’
Workshop at the Old Hardware
Store in McCarthy gave kids an op-
portunity to do a few crafts but also
to decorate bikes and carts for the
4th of July parade.

The McCarthy-Kennicott March-
ing Band began this year’s July 4th

festivities followed by the national
anthem sung by Rebecca Bard and
accompanied by Malcolm Vance.

A phenomenal parade, the
largest participation remem-
bered by locals, filled the tiny
streets of McCarthy. Nine histor-
ic vehicles, members of the An-
tique Auto Mushing Club, were
interspersed among the various
and even humorous floats that
entertained the bystanders lining
the town’s main street.

The National Park Service
employees entered a float for the

first time. Their rendition of the
CR&NW train, driven by Dave Wil-
liams of Kennicott,  was accompa-
nied by a comical skit depicting the
Prohibition Agent, (Stephens Harp-
er), who was doing his best to round
up those pesky lawbreakers. Vicki
Snitzler, dressed up as the
town’s local schoolmarm, was
giving her support to the
“Agent” by flushing out two
bootleggers (Megan Richotte
and Jessica Speed).

A favorite of the patriotic
side of the town was the Gary
Baugh family’s display of the
American flag.

The Copper Oar float and the
Kennicott/McCarthy Volunteer Fire
Department’s water truck made
sure many of the bystanders were
aptly doused with water.

After the parade and before the
games began, it was a time for
speeches and presentations in sup-
port and commemoration of the
100-year celebration of McCarthy’s
existence and history.

The delivery of a citation to the
town of McCarthy from the 24th

Alaska legislature was read by Paul
Barrett, grandson of John Barrett,
the town’s founder. The tribute,
congratulating the town for surviv-
ing 100 years and wishing it another

“Hug-a-boul-
der bend”
is getting

plenty of attention this
summer. The infamous nar-
row curve at mile 18 has
been a source of anxiety for
McCarthy Road travelers
for years.

With solid rock on one
side, and a drop-off of sev-
eral hundred feet on the
other, one had no place to
go if meeting an oncoming
vehicle. Common practice,
at least by locals, was to
“hug the boulder,” no mat-

ter which way you were
heading.

Last year the state ap-
propriated two million dol-
lars to be used on the
McCarthy Road. Blasting
away the rock, crushing it
and spreading it on the road
will use the bulk of available
funds.

A contract was also let to
brush both sides of the 60
mile road. Sharp curves with
brush on the inside severely
limits vision. As we go to
press, the brushing work is
not nearly completed, but
seems to be at a standstill.

WSEN staff photo

Cleaning up after blast. Material is being moved to
Mile 17 for crushing.

McCarthy Road gets $2 million of attention

4th of July and McCarthy Centennial celebrated —McCarthy style
(continued from Cover)
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McCarthy: —On May
19th, in the heart of the
Wrangell Mountains, a

church bell perched on top of the
McCarthy Kennicott Community
Church could be heard ringing in
celebration of the wedding of Lee
Ann Gerhart and Ray Kreig of An-
chorage.

The date was no ordinary date
for the couple. It was also the anni-
versary of their first date in 1993
and Ray’s birthday. This special day
now carries an additional reason to
celebrate.

Pastor Rick Kenyon officiated.
His wife, Bonnie, had the honor of
acting as witness to this grand
event. A reception followed in the
Kenyon’s log home. Lee Ann sur-
prised Ray by bringing all the ingre-
dients for a Kreig family favorite
recipe —Burnt Sugar Cake. It
served as the wedding cake.

Ray and Lee Ann met through a
mutual friend.  Ray proposed to Lee
Ann on the Coastal Trail east of
Earthquake Park in Anchorage. Af-

ter seating Lee Ann on the shore,
Ray went into the woods, where he
emerged with a bouquet of roses he
had hidden. He then asked for her
hand in marriage.

Lee Ann is the daughter of Bill
and Shirley Whiteside of Corpus

Christi, Texas.  She graduated from
the University of Texas Austin with a
Bachelor of Business Administration
degree in accounting. She is a self-

employed business analyst. She fell
in love with Alaska in 1981 during a
one-year assignment with Exxon.
She has called Alaska home since
1990, when she accepted a job with
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.

Ray is the son of Albert and
Margaret Kreig, both deceased. He
graduated from Cornell University
in 1970 with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in civil engineer-
ing. With a primary academic inter-
est in tropical soils, his first job out
of college took him to Alaska to
work on routing studies for the Alas-
ka Railroad extension to the North
Slope. Ray remained in Fairbanks
and later Anchorage as a base for
many routing and terrain analysis
consulting assignments, in Alaska
and abroad, as an air photo inter-
preter and permafrost specialist.

The couple spent a week in Mc-
Carthy at the Kenyon’s bed and
breakfast. Both enjoy natural sci-
ence and historical research, travel-
ing and friends, many made through
public service.

centennial, was presented to Meg
Hunt on behalf of the McCarthy Mu-
seum with special recognition to
Neil Darish, for being originator of
the McCarthy Centenniel project.
Sponsors of the citation were Repre-
sentative Woodie Salmon and Sena-
tor Al Kookesh.

Diane Milliard gave a speech on
the history of the town. The author

of Historic McCarthy the
Town that Copper Built, M. J.
Kirchhoff, addressed the audi-
ence with items of historical
significance.  He presented
the town with an original
painting by J. P. Hubrick
which was eagerly examined
by many in attendance.

A live auction fol-
lowed with items donated
by local businesses with
proceeds going to com-

munity organizations. Raffle
tickets were sold to raise money
for the McCarthy Outhouse
Fund. The prize was a Mill Tour
with St. Elias Alpine Guides and
dinner at the Kennicott Glacier
Lodge.

Games for young and old
rounded out the afternoon. Mc-

Carthy Lodge held an outdoor bar-
becue and the McCarthy Mercantile
kept the town well supplied with ice
cream cones.

Another 4th of July has come
and gone with the small town of Mc-
Carthy now on its way to yet anoth-
er 100 years.

Wedding bliss in McCarthy



 WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS     JULY & AUGUST 2006   PAGE 9

The National Park Service
has extended the public
comment period on the

second draft of the "User's Guide to
Accessing Inholdings in a National
Park Service Area in Alaska" until
September 1, 2006.

The review of the draft was to
end on May 27, but several organiza-
tions requested a longer comment
period and additional information
from the National Park Service.

Within Alaska's national park
units, there are more than 1.6 mil-
lion acres of land owned by private
individuals and corporations, the
state of Alaska and local govern-
ments. These owners and other valid
occupants are entitled to adequate
and feasible access to their proper-
ty, but the process of documenting
legal access across public land has

never been well described in a single
document.

In 2005, the NPS released for
public review a draft user's guide to
help landowners and others under-
stand the process to authorize and
document ANILCA Title XI access
across park areas. Comments from
individuals, corporations and gov-
ernments, and comments taken dur-
ing four public meetings led to
changes which were incorporated
into the second draft. Additional
changes are anticipated before a
final document is released.

The guide describes how land-
owners and valid occupants can use
existing regulations and policies to
exercise their rights under Section
1110(b) of the 1980 Alaska Nation-
al Interest Lands Conservation Act
(ANILCA). This section addresses
motorized access to inholdings, as

well as access that would require
improvements such as construction
or maintenance of a road, power
line, or landing strip, or similar un-
dertakings on publicly owned park
land. Access by airplane, boat, snow-
machine and various methods of
non-motorized travel not requiring
improvements generally does not
require an authorization under Sec-
tion 1110(b).

Copies of the draft guide may
be requested by calling the NPS at
(907) 644-3501, or by writing to
NPS Regional Director, 240 W. 5th
Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501.
Comments must be received at that
address by September 1. Also, cop-
ies of the guide are available on-line
at www.nps.gov/Alaska at the link to
Access Guide. Comments may also
be made on-line through that link.

Access Guide comment period extended

Residents of the McCarthy
area met with National
Park Service (NPS) per-

sonnel on May 3, 2006 at the McCa-
rthy Community Church to voice
their comments on the second draft
of A User’s Guide to Accessing In-
holdings in a NPS Area in Alaska.
Wrangell - St. Elias Park (WRST)
Lands Manager Danny Rosenkrans,
Park Planner Vicki Snitzler, Chief
Ranger Marshall Neeck, and Park
Ranger Stephens Harper attended
along with 17 community members.

Danny Rosenkrans started the
meeting with a statement summa-
rizing the changes incorporated in-
to the guide since draft one. At the
policy level, NPS proposes to waive
fees for all rights-of-way which re-
quire Environmental Assessments
(EAs). This waiver would not apply
for more complex routes or con-
struction of new routes over previ-

ously undisturbed ground which
require Environmental Impact
Statements.

Programmatic EAs would be
used to satisfy National Environ-
mental Protection Act (NEPA) re-
quirements by grouping like routes
requiring EAs into a single assess-
ment at NPS expense. They have
investigated the use of Categorical
Exclusions which would eliminate
the need for NEPA compliance, but
feel that none apply to our situa-
tion.

Residents would be expected to
stay within the existing footprint of
their routes and maintenance crite-
ria would be outlined on a case by
case basis. Rosenkrans stated that
permits would still be needed, al-
though terms were extended from
10 to 30 years. Use of the standard
SF299 Transportation and Utility
System application form would also
be required. The NPS stand on these
issues has now changed according

to recent comments from Regional
Director Marcia Blaszak suggesting
the use of access certificates to re-
place permits and a revised, simpli-
fied application form for Alaskans.

Whatever form the access au-
thorization document will take, NPS
refuses to attach it to the
landowner’s parcel. They claim that
such an attachment would consti-
tute the granting of a property
right, an action beyond their juris-
diction. They hope to complete a
documentation process this sum-
mer which will identify and describe
each right-of-way in WRST, taking
GPS coordinates to confirm its loca-
tion.

Comments and questions from
the audience followed Rosenkrans’
presentation. Most respondents ob-
jected to the use of a permit at all,
and found a 30-year term unaccept-
able in lieu of ANILCA’s mandate
that permanent rights be granted to
landowners and their successors in

Access Guide meeting at McCarthy
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National Park Service
(NPS) Regional Director
Marcia Blaszak invited a

small group of local residents and
business owners to meet with her on
June 3, 2006 in McCarthy at the
Tony Zak house. She was accompa-
nied by Wrangell-St. Elias Park
(WRST) Acting Superintendent Will
Tipton, Park Planner Vicki Snitzler,
and Park Ranger Stephens Harper.
Based upon comments received on
the second draft of A User’s Guide
to Accessing Inholdings in a NPS
Area in Alaska, including one strong
letter from Governor Frank
Murkowski, Director Blaszak ar-
ranged the meeting to update locals
on their plans for the next step in
the access documentation and au-
thorization process.

First of all, the comment period
for draft two has been extended for
90 days until September 1, 2006.
NPS does not maintain a complete
mailing list of all landowners within
park boundaries. Some inholders
are still being found within WRST
and other Alaskan parks who know
nothing of the User’s Guide process,
but will be expected to abide by it.
Hopefully, this extension will allow
all affected landowners to be noti-
fied.

NPS has decided to pursue an
alternative to their nationwide per-
mitting process to document Alas-
kans’ ANILCA-mandated access.

Director Blaszak proposed instead
the issuance of an access certificate
of some form to each landowner.
She confirmed that our right to ac-
cess our property is not revocable.
However, NPS continues to main-
tain that the certificate cannot be
attached to our parcels, but must
be issued to individual landowners
with a 30-year term.

Rather than compile a third
draft, her office has decided to cre-
ate an interim document which will
be used on a trial basis for some
time before it is finalized. The agen-
cy cannot allow inholders to partici-
pate in the document writing
process without establishing a
group based upon strict federal
guidelines requiring, among other
things, reporting of minutes in the
Federal Register and a seat at the
table for other national special in-
terest groups.

Director Blaszak instead sug-
gested that a series of meetings
with interested inholders will be
scheduled to share ideas and work
out the details of the interim access
procedure. These meetings will give
residents their best chance yet to
negotiate with NPS personnel and
directly affect the process. She does
not anticipate a public comment
period for this third document;
rather, a trial period will test its
workability and the unfinalized pro-
cedure will still be open to change.
This interim process was recom-
mended by Governor Murkowski in

his May 27, 2006 draft two com-
ment letter to Blaszak.

Categorical exclusions will not
be used to eliminate the need for
NEPA review. Programmatic envi-
ronmental assessments will be used
to evaluate common routes at NPS
expense where environmental im-
pact statements are not required.
The agency does not believe that
their existing categorical exclusions
apply to our situation and the pro-
cess involved in creating a new one
would take years to accomplish.
NPS is anxious to complete their
documentation and authorization
process as quickly as possible and
would like to avoid the lengthy rule-
making process.

For that reason, NPS proposes
the use of policy at the state level to
implement their access procedure
rather than regulation changes to
reflect special circumstances for
Alaskan inholders. Draft two of the
User’s Guide already proposes a fee
waiver policy. However, many com-
menters are concerned about the
lack of permanence of policies that
can be changed at the whim of the
administration in power. Director
Blaszak stated that a strong policy
would establish a precedent not eas-
ily overturned.

The agency has received many
complaints about the complexity
and inappropriateness of their right-
of-way application form SF299, de-
signed for large transportation and
utility systems. Blaszak agreed and

NPS Director Blazask visits McCarthy

interest. Standard NPS permits al-
low revocation and require set
terms; Alaskan inholders need an-
other alternative.

Some audience members voiced
concern over the use of policy at the
state level versus permanent rule-
making to formulate the access pro-
cedure. Policy can be easily changed
by subsequent administrations.
However, NPS wants to establish

and finalize the procedure quickly
and adoption of new regulations can
take years to accomplish. When
asked about new access, Rosenkrans
assured us that guaranteed ANILCA
access applies not only to rights-of-
way in existence today, but also to
routes constructed in the future.

Rosenkrans assured residents
that draft two would not be final-
ized, and one or more rewrites

would follow. Additional draft two
comment meetings took place on
May 4 in Slana and May 11 in An-
chorage. As a result of these meet-
ings and comments received from
the general public, Regional Direc-
tor Blaszak appears to have changed
her view on the permit issue, and
NPS shows a willingness to meet
with residents to negotiate and tai-
lor the next user’s guide document.
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offered to compile an abbreviated
form specifically for use in Alaskan
parks.

NPS will also make an attempt
to address comments on draft two
with their rationale for acceptance
or dismissal. Most draft one com-
ments from the largest resident
groups in WRST were largely ig-
nored. Hopefully, this new series of
meetings will iron out our differenc-
es if the agency comes to the table
with an open mind and a true desire
to give residents a chance to con-
tribute and affect policy.

Some discussion followed Direc-
tor Blaszak’s presentation. Partici-
pants commented on the need for
NPS to recognize the cultural value

of landowners within Alaskan parks,
the need for perpetuity and auto-
matic transfers of the access docu-
ment, and the lack of permanence
in the use of policy. Others asked
for clarification of the interim pro-
cedure, the approach anticipated
for gathering landowner input, and
the federal regulations which apply
to the process.

Alaskan NPS administrators are
offering to take a new look at their
authorization process and speak
directly to landowners before formu-
lating a revised procedure. Many of
these new approaches were suggest-
ed last month by Governor
Murkowski in his draft two com-
ment letter. This is an important
milestone in our long struggle to

persuade NPS to look at Alaskan
rights-of-way to inholdings in a dif-
ferent light than the process used
nationwide as a result of ANILCA
law.

We encourage all residents to
schedule meetings with Director
Blaszak and Deputy Director Vic
Knox during July to contribute their
suggestions for an access solution.
Also, please share this information
with neighbors who might not be
aware of the User’s Guide process
so that no one’s comments go un-
heard. Together, we may be able to
work out a viable process that will
meet inholder needs, satisfy the
agency, and settle the access issue
by the end of this year.

The National Park Service
(NPS) and residents have
made progress toward

finding a mutually agreeable solu-
tion to the inholder access issue in
Alaskan parks. However, NPS still
holds firm to their stand that access
cannot be granted in perpetuity at-
tached to the landowner’s parcel.

Governor Frank Murkowski ad-
dressed the issue in his May 27,
2006 User’s Guide Draft Two com-
ment letter to NPS Regional Direc-
tor Marcia Blaszak. He stated,
“ANILCA Section 1110(b) is an ac-
cess guarantee in perpetuity. Termi-
nation or modification of an
associated authorization document
cannot eliminate this fundamental
right of access.” He goes on to say,
“...we encourage exploration of
standardized language that could be
attached to the title by the existing
owner, at their discretion, that iden-
tifies the associated Section
1110(b) right of access. Ultimately,
both current and future inholders
need to be assured that their right
of access will not be diminished as a
result of property transfer.”

I agree.

Ms. Blaszak commented on the
NPS position at a June 3, 2006 Mc-
Carthy meeting. The agency claims
it does not have the authority or
jurisdiction to grant permanent
property rights to landowners cross-
ing park land to reach their parcels.
Since the rights-of-way in question
are on federal land, NPS will not
grant permanent rights to private
parcels. We argue that private lands
are indeed encumbered by the lack
of permanent access, even with the
30-year term they are offering.

Perhaps we should approach the
permanency of access rights in a
different way. I propose that NPS
locate and number (or name) each
right-of-way across federal land in
use today or in the past by landown-
ers. Then, based upon ANILCA law,
grant a permanent easement or re-
cordable disclaimer for each of
these routes to be used in perpetu-
ity, by landowners and their succes-
sors in interest.

An access certificate could then
be issued for each inholding which
includes the number (or name) of
the right-of-way that is traversed to
reach that parcel. This certificate
would include the name of the land-
owner, but would be attached to the
land itself.

A procedure would then need to
be established to record changes in
parcel ownership on the certificate,
but these should not require NPS
approval. Also, NPS will want to be
kept informed of changes in use of
the rights-of-way and be assured
that resources are being protected
so those issues will have to be nego-
tiated.

The end result would be a net-
work of easements with permanent
NPS authorization to all inholdings
in Alaska. Certificates would replace
permits, and they would be attached
permanently to each parcel, noting
the right-of-way authorized. NPS
would not be granting property
rights to landowners, but would be
granting permanent easements on
their own land.

I offer this proposal to provide a
fair and timely solution to an issue
which continues to be a stumbling
block in the path to an access reso-
lution. ANILCA mandated that our
access be permanent, without
terms, revocability, or approvals.
This proposed policy would satisfy
inholder needs and allow NPS an
authorization method within their
current regulations.

Simple solution best
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Published July 7, 2006 in the
Fairbanks Daily News Miner. Used
by permission.

It was during a lighter mo-
ment that Mark Hem re-
vealed just how enthralled

he still is with the Copper River,
even after 23 years piloting the wa-
terway.

Floating in the middle of the
churning river last Saturday, he
plopped his travel coffee mug back
into the center of the roll of duct
tape he uses as a cup holder on the
dash of his custom-built 24-foot
Wooldridge. He cut the power to its
390-horsepower Vortec engine, and
as the growl ceased and ears tuned
into the silence, Hem grinned.

“Have I showed you this one?”
The silt-laden river slid under

the 7-foot aluminum hull, an icy
ribbon of liquid sandpaper headed
for Prince William Sound, and soon
the river’s texture filled the cabin
with sound.

“Sounds like bacon frying,”
Hem declared with a smile and tone
of wonder.

Hem, 41, is as comfortable on
this churning, silty, windblown wa-
terway as most people are driving
one of their neighborhood streets.
The difference is Hem not only
knows the river, but is known state-
wide because of it, his ties to it and
his enthusiasm for it. He and his
wife, Susie, left their Fairbanks
home a year ago and moved to Chi-
tina, where they have not only a
thriving business, but see great po-
tential for economic growth.

His recorded fishing report, well
known among dip-netters statewide,
is more than just a report these
days. It begins with a pitch for
Hem’s store, the Chitina One Stop,
“lowest gas prices in the Copper
River Valley,” and a pitch for the

local hotel and cafe. He also part-
nered last year with longtime river
runner Sam McCallister of Copper
River Charters. He’s working with
the Chitina Native Corp. on access
issues. And he owns some land
where a lodge may stand one day.

It seems the considerable Cop-
per River winds are blowing Hem’s
way these days.

Following his heart
With the state Department of

Transportation making repairs and
planning broad improvements to
the McCarthy Road, and the Nation-
al Park Service lending more promo-
tion to Wrangell St. Elias National
Park and Preserve—reached via Mc-
Carthy Road, Hem is high on future
tourism possibilities for Chitina.

It’s also where his heart lies
and, he says, the town of 60 people
along the river is just a nice place to
live.

“I think Chitina is his passion. I
think it’s his calling,” Susie Hem
said. “I wouldn’t have followed him
down here if I didn’t believe his
heart is in Chitina.”

Hem said his wife’s statement
has deeper meaning than it may
sound as a man who is a born-again
Christian and strives to live by bibli-
cal principles.

But at the same time there were
practical reasons. Their kids are
grown and out on their own, the
time was right for Susie to leave her
job with the state, and, as with most
things Hem talks about, the river is
a factor.

“Chitina has its own weather
with the river acting like a funnel to
the ocean. The winters are a lot
warmer. We’re usually 10 degrees
warmer than Kenny Lake and 20
warmer than Glennallen.”

And it’s close to Valdez and
Prince William Sound. While he has

clearly fallen for the Copper River,
his first love was the ocean. “I can
get the boat down to Valdez and get
out on the ocean quickly from
here,” said the native of Long Beach
Island, N.J., who grew up around
fishermen. “I never dreamed I’d be a
riverboat captain. I always thought
I’d commercial fish or something.”

The abbreviated version of
Hem’s journey to Chitina is that he
quit his job at a Fairbanks furniture
store because his boss wouldn’t give
him the weekend off to come to
Chitina and dipnet with his brother
in 1981. They went dipnetting, he
fell in the river, had a miserable
time and didn’t catch any fish. But
he did see a line of people waiting
to get on a lone riverboat charter
and the image stuck in his head.

The next winter the brothers
and Hem’s brother-in-law were sit-
ting around having one of those dis-
cussions young men have about how
to make money. “I said if we want to
make money we ought to go to Chi-
tina,” he said. “I was 18, what did I
know?”

His brother-in-law traded up to
a better boat and the trio was on
the river in 1983 as Alaska River
Ventures. They would pick up cli-
ents up and down the river, some-
times stopping to talk with people
and simply offering them a ride for
$25 a head.

“It didn’t work out,” Hem said.
Two years later, Hem’s father

agreed to buy a boat if Mark would
be the operator and Hem’s Interior
Charters (now it’s just “Hem’s”) was
born. “At first we were really just a
taxi,” he said. “We’d get people on
the boat and say, ‘Well, when you
see a spot where you want us to
drop you off, just let us know.’”

Now the cost is $90 per person,
which includes permit fees paid to
Chitina Native Corp. for access for

Champion for Chitina: Dip netting guide Hem finds a
home on the Copper River



 WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS     JULY & AUGUST 2006   PAGE 13

clients to camp on the beach at
O’Brien Creek right next to the
boat landing. Two brothers, Daniel,
16, and Samuel Posey, 18, of Kenny
Lake work the boats with Hem and
McCallister, and clients’ fish are
loaded into buckets and then onto a
four-wheeler trailer and taken to a
fish-cleaning station outfitted with
racks for cleaning, hoses for wash-
ing and a chute that channels heads
and entrails into the creek to wait-
ing flocks of hungry gulls and ea-
gles.

McCallister has been on the riv-
er since the mid-1990s and used to
compete with Hem. “Oh yeah,” he
said. “We used to fight over spots
on the river and fight over people.
It’s a lot nicer now because we don’t
have to do that. We can take care of
everybody and it’s a lot nicer.”

The old competitors have be-
come friends. “I really enjoy work-
ing with him,” McCallister said. “He
does have a lot of knowledge of the
river and it’s a pleasure being down
here with him like this.”

Face of Chitina
Hem works more like a fishing

guide now, putting people in hot
spots, coaching them on netting
techniques and often pointing to
best spot for them to put their nets.
After 23 years, he knows the right
spots to hit when the river is high or
low—and the water level changes
those available spots considerably.

The places have names that fit,
like the relatively spacious and
green Honeymoon Hole or the rela-
tively small rock, surrounded by wa-
ter and at the base of a sheer cliff,
called Alcatraz.

“Sometimes when the fishing is
a little slower the more precarious
spots can produce a little better,”
he said. “But they’re also a little
more dangerous. I can’t just put
anybody in a spot like (Alcatraz).”

One of Hem’s clients fell in the
river in June. The man was tied off
to shore by a rope, but had too
much slack in the rope and wasn’t
wearing a life jacket. He also wasn’t

tied in properly, so the current kept
him from being able to grab the
rope and pull himself back to shore.
A party on the opposite side of the
river fired shots, waved and ulti-
mately alerted Hem to the man’s
predicament and he helped him
ashore after 10 or 15 minutes in the
water.

“He was OK,” Hem said. “His
reaction was, ‘it wasn’t as cold as I
thought it would be.”

But, make no mistake, the 40-
degree water is quite cold and can
cause hypothermia in short order.
“It reminded us how dangerous the
river can be, and to be more insis-
tent about people tying off—and
tying off short,” Hem said.

The possible danger doesn’t ebb
the flow of dip-netters to Chitina,
however.

Ten people stood in line at
O’Brien Creek before 5 a.m. Satur-
day morning. Most had driven there
from Anchorage or Fairbanks the
night before and stood in line, some
with Power Bars, caffeinated drinks,
water and fruit or doughnuts for a
standing breakfast.

Among them was former state
senator John Davies of Fairbanks.
Like most in line, Davies and his
son, Ben, were there for the Hem
advantage.

Davies said he first came to Chi-
tina as a University of Alaska Fair-
banks student in the ‘60s and ‘70s.

“We did it the hard way,” he
said. “But about 10 years later—and
after you get a little older and
grayer—we decided to go with Hem.

“The productivity definitely
went up,” he said with a chuckle.

While Davies was in the Legisla-
ture, his rides with Hem involved
talk of politics—mostly regarding
river access issues—and Hem is the
kind of person who doesn’t mince
words. “He was always respectful,
but there was never any question
where he stood,” Davies said.

Like most, Davies recognized
Hem’s history, knowledge of the

river and concern for the communi-
ty.

“As far as what’s going on down
there now, he’s certainly got his fin-
ger on the pulse,” Davies said. “To a
lot of people this time of year, he’s
the face of Chitina.”

Salmon to tourism
The draw to the Copper River is

the salmon and, for many, the way
to the salmon is through Hem.

When the river level is right and
the fish numbers are high, it’s not
unusual for a pair of dip-netters to
land two household limits, 60 fish,
in an hour or less at Chitina. A fish
a minute is about as fast a pair can
net, kill, and put 60 of the flopping
sockeyes and kings on stringers.

It’s not that such a catch can’t
be made anywhere on the river, but
the convenience of a trip on the riv-
erboat can have someone leaving
shore at 5 a.m. and back on the
beach, with fish in buckets headed
to the fish-cleaning station before 8
or 9 a.m.

“Every year I have people who
come out, and they’ve come to Chi-
tina for years, and they do this and
just say, ‘I had no idea it could be
like this,’” Hem said.

Things were a little slower Sat-
urday. Alcatraz produced 29 sock-
eyes and a king for a dip-netter
working alone for about six hours.
Shin Suzuki and KJ Lee of Anchor-
age worked roughly 10 hours from
the canyon perch to land 58 sock-
eyes and two kings. Likewise, the
Davies crew worked about 10 hours
on the river before coming in.

Not everyone came in with a
limit. Hem and McCallister cruised
the river, as they do every day but
Sunday, talking with parties, check-
ing their status and spreading the
word. “People like to hear how oth-
ers are doing along the river,” he
said. “I just try to encourage people,
give them tips. Sometimes there’s
not much you can do if the fishing
is just slow, but if you tell somebody
they’re not alone, then they don’t
feel as bad about it.”

(continued on page 22)
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McCarthy: —On April
28th twelve McCarthy
Area Council (MAC)

members met at the Blackburn Cen-
ter for the goal of discussing issues
such as the NPS User’s Guide to
Access (Draft #2) and the McCarthy
Creek tram crossing project.

Jeremy Keller, president, point-
ed out what he sees as two primary
changes in Draft #2: the waiving of
fees and the potential permit dura-
tion of 30 years. Included in the dis-
cussion was the reading of MAC’s
first response to Draft #1. Com-
ments written to Alaska Regional
Director Marcia Blaszak stated: We,
as a community body, and in a sin-
gle voice, state that a permit pro-
cess and fee structure for access to
private property DOES adversely
affect our “valid existing rights of
access.” The documentation process
that we wish to assist with should
reaffirm our right of access in per-
petuity. Our valid existing right of
access should not be subject to re-
view by future park administrations,
either per arbitrary schedule or at
time of property transfer.

Certain members stated that
many of MAC’s previous concerns as
outlined in the group’s letter had
not been answered. No one present
at the April meeting indicated their
desire for MAC’s position to change.
Further discussion and an adoption
of MAC’s revised position will be on
the agenda at the June 30th meet-
ing.

The McCarthy Creek crossing
and proposed tram project was ad-
dressed among the members pres-
ent. Stephens Harper pointed out
that there is a state road to Kenni-
cott and a state road from the south
side of McCarthy Creek to Dan
Creek, but there is no established
state right-of-way through the town-
site of McCarthy. He suggested MAC
ask DOT for a determination.

No strong proponents of the
tram project were present to answer

questions of concern. However, the
group constructed a question to be
voted on at the May 26th meeting:
Do you support D.O.T. accepting
ownership of a tram for public ac-
cess across McCarthy Creek, that
would in no way prevent vehicular
access or a future bridge in the
right-of-way, so that the project can
move forward?

On May 26th another MAC meet-
ing was held at the Blackburn Cen-
ter. Twenty-five members attended
with a dozen others in attendance.
On hand to address the group was
Jerry Rafson and Dave Sanches of
the Department of Transportation
(DOT), northern region. The McCa-
rthy Creek Crossing was the first
subject of discussion.

“In 2004, a congressional ear-
mark was approved for $200,000 to
construct a 280-foot tram across
McCarthy Creek. The project was
transferred to Western Federal
Lands (branch of FHWA) for con-
struction, however, until they have a
maintenance commitment, they will
not move forward with the project.
This earmark expires September
2007,” stated DOT. Inadequate
funding and lack of a maintenance
agreement were reasons given for
DOT not being involved in this proj-
ect to date. A preliminary estimate
of $640,000 by DOT was broken
down to reveal $90,000 for design
and environmental issues. Since the
project is federally funded, the NE-
PA process will apply. Right-of-way
identification and certification costs
could be $50,000 and $500,000 was
estimated for construction of the
tram.

DOT policy requires that the
local sponsor of a project such as
this provide for the maintenance of
the facility once the project is com-
plete. A maintenance agreement is
required committing a qualified en-
tity or organization such as a com-
munity or homeowners association
to maintenance prior to project

start up. According to Rafson, the
National Park Service, University of
Alaska Lands, Dept. of Natural Re-
sources, FHWA and Western Federal
Lands have been approached, but,
to date, none are willing to accept
maintenance responsibilities for the
tram project.

Dave Sanchez, Area Planner of
DOT, suggested that it may be pos-
sible to change the scope of the ear-
mark, through congressional action,
from “constructing a tram across
McCarthy Creek” to “McCarthy
Creek access improvements.” Then
the funds may be used for parking
and road improvements. The ulti-
mate goal would be to keep the ear-
mark funds in the community
instead of being sent back to Wash-
ington, D. C. for re-distribution.
Rafson reminded the group that the
funds must be paid back if there is a
no build on the tram project.

Referring to the question con-
structed at the previous MAC meet-
ing, MAC member, Eric Yould, made
a motion to amend the language of
the question. Instead of supporting
DOT accepting ownership of the
tram, Yould suggested the wording
should read “any qualified govern-
mental agency.”  The results of the
vote were 32 in favor, 3 opposed, 1
abstention, 4 proxies in favor and 4
proxies opposed.

Prior to closing out the meet-
ing, MAC president, Jeremy Keller,
proposed the option of MAC becom-
ing a grant-funded council with the
intention of tackling community
services such as basic infrastruc-
ture. He announced it was his desire
to seriously look into the options of
McCarthy becoming a second-class
city or borough at some time in the
future.

The next meeting was scheduled
for Friday, June 30th with the agen-
da including discussion and adop-
tion of revised position on the NPS’s
User’s Guide to Access, Draft #2.

McCarthy Area Council holds monthly meetings
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Last year marked the 25th

anniversary of the passage
of the Alaska National

Interest Lands Conservation Act
(ANILCA). The celebration marked,
as well, the fleeting freedom of pri-
vate property rights as exemplified
by the history of the taking of the
Orange Hill property without com-
pensation.

Former U.S. Attorney General
Edwin Meese III recently comment-
ed in a Wall Street Journal article
(The Property Rights Test, WSJ, Au-
gust 2, 2005) that, “Few constitu-
tional protections are less
ambiguous than the requirement
that private property must not be
taken for public use ‘without just
compensation.’” Mr. Meese, howev-
er, cast his words in the wrong
tense. What was once an unambigu-
ous Constitutional protection in the
minds of the drafters of the Consti-
tution is today a tenuous right, at
best.

The Orange Hill property was a
3603-acre parcel of patented (363
acres) and unpatented (3,280
acres) mining claims enclosed with-
in the Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park and Preserve (WRST) which
was established by ANILCA. The his-
tory of this property illustrates an
ambiguity of contemporary law. By
every logical standard, the action of
the government in denying the own-
ers beneficial use of their property
for twenty-five years must be recog-
nized as a “taking.”

When ANILCA was passed, the
Orange Hill property was the second
largest holding in the WRST, ex-
ceeded only by the Kennecott Cop-
per Co. holdings in the vicinity of
McCarthy. A one-page document
entitled “Lode Values-WRST” made
available by the Park Service in

1991 noted that the Orange Hill
property contained a high potential
for future development. The proper-
ty constitutes 21% of the total of
the more than 17,000 acres of hold-
ings considered of economic signifi-
cance within the Park.

Orange Hill had been under in-
tensive exploration for the two de-
cades prior to the passage of
ANILCA. At the close of 1980, the
last year of exploration, U.S. Borax
and Chemical Co. reported proven
reserves of 115.7 million tons of
copper, molybdenum and silver ore
with additional values in zinc and
gold. The gross metal value of the
proven reserves at current metal
prices is in excess of $23 billion.
The contained copper in the proven
reserves, not to mention the proba-
ble reserves, placed the deposit well
above the median among the 50
largest copper deposits in the world
as defined in the Quantitative Analy-
sis of World Class Deposits pub-
lished in Economic Geology, Volume
90, 1995.

 The arbitrary denial of the right
to mine this world class mineral de-
posit is an unambiguous taking. The
property was under active explora-
tion by a major mining company
under option to purchase. All activi-
ty on the property was, however,
suspended upon the enactment of
ANILCA, so the Exploration and Op-
tion to Purchase Agreement was
amended to extend the option peri-
od to 1995.

In 1985, the National Park Ser-
vice was enjoined from approving
any mining plans of operation in the
Park. The parties (to the option to
purchase agreement) were thus
forced to accept the fact that they
were never going to be allowed to
mine their property. Therefore, the
parties mutually agreed to termi-

nate the Agreement, and the owners
allowed the unpatented claims to
lapse in 1986. The owners, however,
believed that they would be fairly
compensated for the loss of their
right to mine.

When the Wrangell-St. Elias Na-
tional Park and Preserve published
the Environmental Impact State-
ment Record of Decision on August
21, 1990, the decision was present-
ed in bold print, “Acquire All
Claims.” The owners took that
statement to be a good faith com-
mitment on the part of the Federal
Government to acquire their claims.

Buoyed in spirits by the belief
that the Record of Decision was a
commitment of the government to
comply with the Fifth Amendment,
the owners sent a letter to the Alas-
ka Regional Director requesting a
valuation of the patent. By 1992,
the owners had offered the claims to
the Park Service subject to an ap-
praisal. The Park Service replied
that Congress had not appropriated
funds with which to conduct ap-
praisals in the WRST. Year after
year, thereafter, the Park Service
sidestepped the repeated requests
to  conduct appraisals by citing the
decision  of Congress to appropriate
funds only for property acquisitions
in the Denali National Park.

In May 1994, the owners turned
to the Pacific Legal Foundation for
help but were informed that, “the
wording of the Record of Decision
had been so written that holding
the NPS to that statement would be
next to impossible.” In the mean-
time, the ten-year extension of the
statute of limitation to bring in-
verse condemnation action was tick-
ing away.

In February 1998, the owners
received a letter from the WRST
inquiring about their interest to sell

ANILCA’s legacy, an unambiguous taking
The Orange Hill story
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the Orange Hill property. It was not
until June 1999, however, that the
Park Service was willing to commit
to a mineral appraisal of the Orange
Hill Property on the condition that
the appraisal be conducted by the
Park Service contract appraiser.

The appraisal property examina-
tion was to be conducted in mid-
July 1999. Prior to going to the
property, the appraisal team was
given geological information and
preliminary data on the proven re-
serves. The reaction of the apprais-
ers was that, in all likelihood, the
Park Service would decline to pro-
ceed with the appraisal.

After receiving the full database
pertaining to the property in Sep-
tember, the appraiser informed the
owners that he did not have a con-
tract to proceed with the appraisal.
A letter from the Alaskan Branch
Chief of the Land Resources con-
firmed that decision shortly thereaf-
ter. Faced with the pending loss of
the right to appeal under the Stat-
ute of Limitations, the owners were
left with no re-course but to file
suit. They informed the Park Service
of their need to protect their right
to pursue an inverse condemnation
action by year-end unless the Park
Service proceeded with its commit-
ment to timely complete the ap-
praisal as agreed. The Alaska
Regional Resource Officer respond-
ed, claiming not to know about a
deadline for filing a takings action,
and steadfastly refused to proceed
with the mineral appraisal.

On December 22, 1999, the
owners filed a complaint charging
the National Park Service with
“committing a compensable taking
of its eighteen patented and ninety-
nine unpatented mining claims
when mining operations having en-
vironmental impact were prohibited
in the Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park.” The filing was made with the
offer to withdraw the suit upon the
agreement of the National Park Ser-
vice to conduct the appraisal.

Former Secretary of the Interi-
or, Cecil Andrus, on whose watch
ANILCA had been passed, took note
of the injustice and, in a letter to
Director Stanton, urged him to pro-
ceed with the appraisal. Director
Stanton replied to Andrus indicat-
ing his determination to proceed
with an appeal of the taking action
while refusing to proceed with the
appraisal. Previous decisions in simi-
lar cases had turned on the premise
that, if a plan of operation had not
been submitted and denied, a tak-
ing had not occurred. Thus, the gov-
ernment moved to dismiss by
maintaining that the owners must
have submitted a plan of operation
that the Park Service could not ap-
prove. According to the govern-
ment, in the absence of this
formalistic process, the court has
no jurisdiction to address the own-
ers’ cause of action. The govern-
ment prevailed in its argument. The
case was dismissed on the grounds
that it was not ripe for adjudication.
Under the standard set by the court,
it is the failure of a property owner
to take a formal act that absolves
the government of its responsibility
to provide just compensation for a
property taken for public use.

Having lost on its inverse con-
demnation suit, the owners contin-
ued to press for an appraisal but at
the same time turned their efforts
to gain Congressional support for
appraisal and acquisition funding
for the WRST. Cecil Andrus once
again urged Director Stanton to
follow through on the appraisal of
the Orange Hill property and made
note that the owners were pursuing
support for an appropriation of $3.8
million for acquisitions of inhold-
ings within the Wrangell-St. Elias
National Park. Director Stanton’s
reply to Andrus in a letter dated
October 26, 2000, gave assurance
that the appraisal would be com-
pleted and that an offer would be
made to the owners.

In a meeting arranged for the
purpose of coming to mutual agree-
ment on the parameters of an ap-

praisal, an owner representative
accompanied by counsel met with
NPS Chief Appraiser Gerald Stoebig
and Chief Realty Officer Eugene
Repoff and staff in Washington, D.C.
on March 5, 2001. In opening the
meeting, counsel for the owners
referred to the language of the FY
2001 appropriations bill that in-
structed the National Park Service
to set a “purchase price that is ob-
jectively fair and equitable.” He
asked for their view of the term
“fairness.” The gist of the response
of the National Park Service partici-
pants was that the basis for judging
fairness was an unknown. The com-
ment was made, “never heard of
basis for fairness.” The discussion
set the tenor of the meeting.

Typical of the unyielding stance
was the   position  expressed  by
Appraiser Stoebig to the effect that
the mineral rights had not been di-
minished by enclosure within the
Park. It proved to be impossible to
achieve mutual agreement on any
parameter. As the negotiations
came to a close without agreement,
Realty Officer Repoff observed that
without a mutual agreement on the
proposed parameters, the need for
an appraisal was moot. The silence
that followed was broken by the
Alaska Regional Resource Officer’s
mention that a fair market appraisal
had been completed.

The Park Service would argue
that the appraisal had been con-
ducted with the approval of the
owners, but the fact is, no such ap-
proval had been given and the ap-
praisal had been conducted
unbeknownst to the owners. When
earlier reported to the owners, they
refused disclosure and responded
with a reaffirmation of their deci-
sion to refuse acceptance of a real
estate appraisal without the mineral
appraisal. The meeting closed on
the note of irreconcilable differenc-
es.

After the meeting, at the rec-
ommendation of counsel, the own-
ers relented on their decision not to
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accept the release of the real estate
appraisal. It was learned that the
Park Service had commissioned the
appraisal on November 29, 2000. In
the appraisal report dated Decem-
ber 29, 2000, with an opinion date
of December 5, 2000, the appraiser
reported that, “the fair market val-
ue of the fee simple estate less the
mineral estate, in the subject prop-
erty, is one hundred forty-six thou-
sand dollars ($146,000).” The per
acre value of $401.87 was the lowest
per acre value of all WRST apprais-
als with one known exception, a
property described as “rocky talus
slopes.”

Still determined to gain just
compensation, the owners turned
their efforts to negotiating a mutu-
ally approved appraiser, while also
attempting to gain Congressional
help to resolve the impasse. The
owners turned to the guidance of
new Washington, D.C.-based coun-
sel. (It was assumed that dealing
with the bureaucracy would change
for the better under a Republican
administration, but that proved not
to be the case.) As negotiations pro-
gressed, what were thought to be
agreements on the selection of an
appraiser proved temporary and
subject to the same intransigence
on the part of the Park Service
management that had plagued the
effort to mutually agree on apprais-
al parameters.

After two more years of stone-
walling by the Park Service it be-
came apparent that the burden lay
on the shoulders of Congress to ad-
dress the issue of compensation for
the Orange Hill property taking.
The effort achieved securing appro-

priations for the WRST in three an-
nual budgets but never to the
extent of earmarked appropriations
dedicated to compensation for the
Orange Hill property.

When the 2005 appropriations
bill passed as an omnibus bill in the
closing sessions of Congress in De-
cember 2004 with no specific in-
structions to acquire the Orange
Hill property appended to the WRST
appropriation, and with Senator Ted
Stevens no longer being chairman
of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, there remained no further
venue for relief.

The taking of Orange Hill with-
out just compensation slipped into
the annals of history.

The Orange Hill experience
stands as a classic illustration of the
contributing factors that the writers
and signers of the Fifth Amendment
to the Constitution sought to antici-
pate and protect against. For all the
good that the ANILCA may have ac-
complished, it will be remembered
as well for a most serious blemish:
ANILCA has played a significant role
in diminishing the constitutional
right of freedom from governmental
taking of private property without
just compensation.

Photo courtesy Wallace McGregor

Alaska Nabesna Corp. crew picture,1928. The second from the left is Bud Sar-
gent, who sold his claims to the Alaska Nebesna Corp. He was a well known
figure in the Slana area for years.
The third man from the right is Jim Dulin, President of Alaska Nabesna.
The location of the picture is at the mouth of California gulch looking north.
Over the years of Mr. McGregor’s experience with the property, 1953 to the
present, the cabin became totally covered by the build up of gravel, and then
more recently was exhumed by the natural cutting down of the the gulch.
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Y ou know how those
nasty little inci-
dents always seem

to happen right in the middle
of something fun or exciting?
I had one of those incidents
that day.

I was out on the trapline.
My life was flashing before my
eyes, for I had just heard the
muffled crack! of a .22 semi-
automatic pistol with a 36-
grain rimfire hollow point
bullet going off inside my
Carhartts. This might not
have been a problem, except
for the fact that I was wear-
ing my Carhartts. A split sec-
ond later I felt the hammer-like
sensation hit my leg, and I knew I
was hit. I was in a cold sweat. To top
that off, it was -20 degree F. outside
and my feet were already cold.
Adrenaline and fear of dying were
beginning to kick in.

After looking around to see who
was dead, Dad asked me, “Kaleb, did
you shoot yourself?”

I answered uncertainly, “I don’t
know, but it felt like someone hit
me on the leg with a hammer!”

“Okay, drop your drawers.”
That’s when I saw the two holes

in my leg and fear of dying really
started kicking in.

Dad assured me,
“You’re not going to die,
okay? You just got grazed.”

After shooting the wol-
verine we had trapped
(which was the reason I was
pulling the gun out in the
first place) and taking some
pictures, we started down
the ten-mile trail through
brush, creek bottoms, and
across the Nizina River to
our home. Mom called the
clinic in Chitina, and after
two seemingly wasted hours
of heating the truck engine
and breaking the tire chains
out of the ice with an ax, we
were on our way.

Because my injury had to do
with a teenager (me) and a gun,
there was a large uniformed officer
waiting for me at the clinic. After I
finished telling him my story, the
officer asked, “Well...did you get the
wolverine?”

“Of course!”

How I got shot on the trapline

Photo courtesy Keith Rowland

Author’s younger brother with the wolverine—after the
incident.

As spring passes on, the
long, warm summer days
we’ve all been looking

forward to finally show up. June ar-
rives with all its beautiful wildflow-
ers and songbirds. Another big
change is the rapid increase in the
insect population, many of which we
would choose to do without.

However, we do have help.
Junco’s, sparrows, fly catchers, and
swallows all delight us as they con-
sume large quantities of flying and
crawling, biting and stinging in-
sects.

There is another predator of
these insects that is much more
abundant and consumes many times

more insects than all the birdlife
combined. It goes about its business
quietly and efficiently, eliminating
countless numbers of insects, 24/7
all summer. With a job description
like that you would think that we
would be artificially breeding and
releasing them and making homes
for them. Although rarely noticed,
when they are seen, they are often
squished, squashed or flung into
oblivion. This small, eight-legged
arachnid, the spider, is one of our
most unappreciated neighbors.

Spiders are the king of adapt-
ability, found in nearly every corner
of the earth. Found in caves, des-
erts, underwater, homes, on gla-
ciers, alpines, rainforests, it’s hard

to find a spot they haven’t found
first. Although most live entirely on
insects, some species feed on plant
material.

While hiking out on the enor-
mous Bagley Ice Field, we once
came across a gravel moraine cov-
ered with small brown spiders. We
had landed on the ice, several miles
from the nearest mountainside and
even further from the closest bush.
How those spiders got there and
what they were feeding on is still
somewhat of a mystery to me.

Spiders have many marvelous
attributes but are best known for
their mastery of spinning silk. Spi-
der silk is produced from six small
fingerlike organs attached to the

The world around us
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rear of the abdomen, called spinner-
ettes. In the tip of the spinnerette is
the spinning field, covered by as
many as one hundred spinning
tubes. The fluid silk hardens rapidly
as it comes into contact with the
air. Up to five different types of
spinning fluid can be manufactured
by the same spider, skillfully mixed
different ways, to use for different
purposes. Another gland is also used
to produce the sticky capture glue,
used on the web to entrap their
prey.

Different combinations of fluid
strands are spun together to serve
different purposes. One type is used
to make a protective egg sack for
the young. Another type is spun in
sheets used to wrap up prey after
capture. Spiders also produce a dra-
gline that they use to catch
themselves in a fall, or to drop for a
speedy retreat. Some strands are
spun with multiple strands parallel
for strength without stretch, like a
cable. Others are spun with a
spiraling sheath that gives strength
and impressive elasticity, with up to
200% stretch. Dragline silk, used as
the main support for the web, is
estimated as 100 times stronger
than steel and even much stronger
than KEVLAR®. It has been
estimated that a cable of this silk
slightly larger in diameter than a
garden hose could support the
weight of two full-loaded 747
aircraft. Spiders can also speed up
the manufacture of silk 10 times
allowing it to drop rapidly for a

quick escape. Another type of silk is
used to catch the wind allowing the
spider to lift off and travel in the air
currents to far off places. I have
seen these thousands of feet in the
air while flying and wondered what
they were.

So, if this silk is such a miracle
fiber why don’t we make it? We’ve
tried. Some researchers have tried
to make silk by forcing silk proteins
through minute holes, but the fibers
are less than half as strong than
those produced by the spider. This
is because the spider makes the pro-
teins go through a “liquid crystal
phase” to align their rod-shaped
molecules, similar to the KEVLAR®
manufacturing process. This process
allows the silk to flow more easily
and allows formation of the spiral-
ing fibers. A technical description of
this process can be found in Nature
magazine 410 (6828):541-548, 29
March 2001.

I could go much further in dem-
onstrating how vastly superior this
small “ancient” design is to any-
thing in today’s science and tech-
nology. A robotics expert would be
recognized and praised worldwide if
he could make a multiple jointed
eight-legged robot. A robot capable
of responding to all imaginable situ-
ations of terrain, danger avoidance,
sensory and response coordination,
self-repair or self-fueling from in-
sects. And those would be the easy
ones. How about being able to pro-
duce hundreds of exact copies capa-
ble of doing exactly the same things

on its own! Nature magazine spends
6 pages on the complexity of just
silk! They also give the usual hom-
age to evolution as the designer
without the slightest evidence.

The fossils show evidence of
spinnerettes in specimens supposed
to be 400 million years old. Do we
find increasing complexity occur-
ring? Natural selection leads to a
loss of genetic information. Muta-
tions always lose or re-arrange exist-
ing genetic information.

I encourage you to investigate
in detail any facet of this awesome
creation around us. It speaks for
itself. I hope that with diligent in-
vestigation and a discerning spirit
you will join me in praising our awe-
some Father in Heaven for this
amazing world around us.

“Wisdom calls aloud outside;
she raises her voice in the open
places.” Proverbs 1:20
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The Alaska Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation is offering
a free 4-hour Food Safety training
class. This class is designed for peo-
ple who want to work with food or
people who currently work with
food. The course covers information
such as the need for food safety,
personal hygiene, receiving and

storage, preparation, cooking, ser-
vice and proper cleaning and sani-
tizing.

The classes will be held Tuesday,
August 1, 2006 at the Gilpatrick’s
Hotel Chitina located in downtown
Chitina, Class 1 is from 8:00 am —
12:00 pm, Class 2 is from 1:00 pm
to 5:00 pm. To pre-register please
contact the hotel @ 907 835-5545

or the Valdez District Environmen-
tal Health Office @ 907 835-4698
or the participants may register on-
site immediately before class. The
class is free and space is limited,
pre-registration is encouraged. For
other Food Safety and Sanitation
information, visit our website at
http://www.dec.state.ak.us/eh/fss.

Free Food Safety Class at Chitina
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THE CHITINA LEADER
July 1914 August

Cordova, July 6 —Count Ferdi-
nando Daneo, royal consul general of
Italy, located at San Francisco, and
companion, F. M. Andreain, arrived
on the Mariposa and are guests at the
Windsor. The count states that his
country is very much interested in
Alaska and that he has been directed
to look over the country. They will
likely take the train in the morning
and go to the end of the line. After
visiting the Bonanza mine they will
return to Chitina and if an automo-
bile is available will make a trip into
Fairbanks, then going down the river
to Nome and sailing from there for
Seattle.

Cordova, July 7 —W. J. Holden,
of Boston, C. A. Anderson, of Port-
land, Ore., and Frank S. Sinnicks, of
Manchester, Mass., are recent arrivals
and will go out on the train tomorrow
morning. The two latter are mining
engineers who have heard so much of
the Ole Berg copper property in the
Kuskulina district, that they are anx-
ious to make an examination of it
with the idea of becoming interested.
Mr. Holden has been financing this
property for a couple of years past
and will accompany the engineers in
the district. They leave the train at
Strelna and take horses for a distance
of 12 or 15 miles.

GENERAL ALASKA INTEREST
Seattle, July 7 —Stephen Birch,

managing director for the mining
interests of the Alaska Syndicate in
Alaska, arrived here yesterday, and
announces that the Guggenheims will
invest $10,000,000 in mining proper-
ties in the Copper River country, pro-
viding they stand up under
investigation. He refused, however, to
specify the properties of which pur-
chase is contemplated. He states that
improvements are now being made to
the two properties of the Syndicate

that will largely increase their output.
A tram is now being built to the Jum-
bo mine at Kennecott that will bring
the ore to the Bonanza concentrator,
and more than double the output. At
Latouche a process is being installed
that will reduce copper ores by oil
flotation, which will permit of a great-
er saving of values and permit the
working of lower grade ores.

Mr. Birch states that a large party
of New York capitalists will soon ar-
rive to sail for Alaska. In addition to
examining into the mining opportuni-
ties of the Copper River country they
will go on a hunting expedition from
Kennecott to the White River coun-
try. It is expected that there will be
about 20 in the party which will be
headed by Henry Pomeroy Davison,
one of the leading bankers of New
York and a member of the firm of J.
P. Morgan & Co. Percy Rockefeller
will also likely be one of the party. It
is expected that this visit will result in
wonderful activity in the mining sec-
tion contiguous to the Copper River
& Northwestern Railway.

Cordova, July 3 —The train went
out this morning and will run through
today to Kennecott. It will leave that
point southbound early tomorrow
morning and will take a number of
people from various points along the
line to Chitina, to participate in the
big celebration of July Fourth. The
baseball team from McCarthy will
contest for honors and a purse with
the crack team at Chitina. Train will
leave Chitina Sunday morning and
reach Cordova in the afternoon. A
train will go out in the morning and
will connect for McCarthy and Kenne-
cott, returning to Cordova on Tues-
day.

Cordova, July 7 —Captain Jack
Steen writes us from McCarthy that
they now have a strong ball team and

would like to arrange for games with
Cordova, Seward, Valdez and Chitina.
They could make a tour that would
take in all towns and wish the chal-
lenge published. They played the Ken-
necott team at McCarthy on July 4th.
The weather was fine and over 200
people witnessed the game. But the
visitors made a poor showing and
were outplayed at every point. The
McCarthy team scored 8 runs in the
first inning and at the end of the
game had 23 runs to their credit
while Kennecott had but 3. The
strong line-up for McCarthy was as
follows: C. Brown, c; C. Olson, p; J.
Arnold, 3b; A. F. Brown, ss; F. Hepler,
2b; J. Steen, 1b. (Captain); Roberson,
1f; McGillvray, ef; Lambert, rf.

July 7
A part of the new bridge that

crosses the Nizina river a few miles
from McCarthy has been carried away
by the high water. The bridge has
seven spans, about 700 feet in length,
with 140 additional feet of trestle
work. It is one of the most substantial
bridges built by the Alaska Road
Commission, and there was much
surprise at Valdez headquarters a
couple of days ago when word was
received that two spans had been
carried away by the raging water.
Lieut. Edgerton came to Cordova on
the steamer yesterday and will take
the first train for the interior to make
an examination of the damage done.
Unless the heavy timbers are affected
an effort will be made to replace the
bridge at once but it is possible that
it may be necessary to wait for the
freeze up before the necessary work
can be done. The bridge was built last
winter at a cost of but little less than
$25,000. Everybody in the interior
expressed satisfaction that the struc-
ture was to substantial and well con-
structed. But it has been of little use
to the miners and prospectors, as no
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approaches have been built on either
side of the structure and it has been
impossible for pack horses and even
men to scale the almost precipitous
incline to reach the bridge.

OF GENERAL INFORMATION
The first woman passenger to

take a through automobile trip from
Chitina at Fairbanks will be Mrs. Hor-
ace Leach, who will spend several
weeks at the interior metropolis visit-
ing her sister. She will go with Bobby
Sheldon who will start the latter part
of the week with several passengers.

Early this morning Dr. Chase re-
ceived a message to go to Chitina to
attend Dr. Hamilton, who had been
shot through the foot. It appears that
last evening the Dr. and a man named
Johnson were out hunting a few miles
from Chitina when the accidental dis-
charge of Johnson’s gun sent a bullet
through the Dr.’s foot. He was taken
to town and in the absence of Dr.
Smith the wound was well attended to
by Dr. Hale and A. G. Morey. It was
thought best to have a regular physi-
cian treat the wound so that no com-
plications would set in and Dr. Chase
was wired for. As he has several pa-
tients who are in a serious condition,
and as Dr. Council is away from town,
he wired back that it was impossible
to go out on the morning train and
suggested that the patient be sent
here to the hospital. This may be
done on the return train unless Dr.
Smith, who is on a hunting trip, re-
turns to Chitina in a day or two.

July 14
Chitina, July 20 —Robert Shel-

don, with his Ford auto and five pas-
sengers arrived here Sunday
afternoon at 2 o’clock. He started
from Fairbanks on Thursday morning
at 10:30 o’clock. The actual running
time for the 325 miles was 47 hours.
Better time was made in going in
from here, when that distance was
covered in a little less than 35 hours.

July 21

GENERAL ALASKA INTEREST
The Valdez Prospector states that

the latest reports from Copper Cen-
ter are to the effect that Surveyor
Deyo has located a preliminary survey
from Copper Center to the Matanus-
ka coal fields that shortens the dis-
tance at least 10 miles between these
points. The route as originally sur-
veyed left the government road at the
Tazlina and followed up the north
bank to the lake. The route selected
by Mr. Deyo, however, leaves the main
line at Copper Center and makes a
bee line for the east end of Tazlina
lake, saving 10 miles in the distance
and avoiding the clay banks at the
mouth of the Tazlina river. It is ex-
pected that the survey to the Chicka-
loon will be completed not later than
the 1st of September, when the Deyo
party will survey the line from Willow
creek to Valdez.

When stage operations are re-
sumed next October between Fair-
banks and Chitina, the Northern
Commercial Company will have four
new thorough-braces, one of which
has already arrived at Fairbanks. The
three others will later be shipped to
Chitina to be used at this end of the
line. The machine is a fine specimen
of the mechanics’ art and was manu-
factured at Stockton, Cal. The body of
it weighs 13,000 pounds alone. It is
painted a gray red, has front and rear
leather boots, accommodations for
ten people comfortably, and in every
way is substantial, of the same type as
the two now in use out of Fairbanks.

July 28
OF GENERAL INTEREST

For three or four days past there
has been quite an excitement in the
neighborhood of McCarthy over re-
ported rich placer discoveries at the
headwaters of the Chitina river. Men
have been prospecting this section
since early spring and at different
times returned to McCarthy with
small pokes of gold dust to the value
of two or three hundred dollars. As a
result of recent richer finds the re-
ports and placer gold that reached

McCarthy excited the people there to
such an extent that practically every
man who could get away has started
for the new diggings. Men and horses
hit the trail and crossed the Nizina
river on the two or three days trip to
the head waters of the Chitina. So far
as known there has been no fabulous-
ly rich dirt discovered but the miners
have hope that general prospecting
may establish a camp of some impor-
tance.

August 4
OF GENERAL INFORMATION

Earl Munger met with an acci-
dent at the Bonanza mine on Satur-
day afternoon and a message was sent
for Dr. Council to go to Kennecott.
He left on a speeder Sunday morning
but before he arrived the man had
died in the hospital at Kennecott,
passing away at 4:30 yesterday after-
noon. He had his skull fractured.

August 11
OF GENERAL INFORMATION

Red Nels came in from the Brem-
ner country yesterday with a party of
workers. He brought the latest bear
story that he and his party actually
witnessed. They did, for they say they
did. A brown bear was in the act of
crushing to pieces a mountain sheep
when a black bear hove in sight and
scented blood. He had soon joined in
a contest for possession of the small-
er animal and the two big bruins
turned one on the other and fought
to a finish, the brown bear finally
falling over in death throes. Black
bruin proudly marched off with his
trophy of victory, and Nels and his
friends struck out for home.

August 18
OF GENERAL INFORMATION
Cordova, August 20 —There has

been considerable rain during the
past few days in the interior. On
Monday the flume leading to the
Bonanza mine at Kennecott was bro-
ken and it was necessary for the mill
to close down. It is expected to start
operations again this afternoon.

August 25

Reprinted from The Chitina Leader July and August 1914 issues
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(Hem—continued from pg. 13)
Of course the history of those

fast and furious days can lead to
expectations with some customers.
“When the weather is bad and fish-
ing is slow? ...” Hem shook his head
pursed his lips and ended the com-
ment there.

The fishing action, the daily vis-
its to dip-netters on the rocks and
Hem’s love of the river has recently
hatched another idea in the river-
boat captain’s mind. Tourism.

Hem plans to promote sightsee-
ing trips on the river and canyon,
selling the scenery and his consider-
able knowledge of the place. “To
come and see all this and stop and
talk to customers and see people
hold up their king salmon, you
know? I think people would really
enjoy that.”

More tourists may indeed come.
The state has put $2.5 million into
improvements in the McCarthy
Road the past two years, according
to state Department of Transporta-
tion spokeswoman Shannon McCa-
rthy in Fairbanks. And environ-
mental assessment is under way as
part of a plan for widening and im-
proving the full length of the road
out to McCarthy, Kennicott and the
heart of Wrangell-St. Elias. “But
that is a ways off yet,” McCarthy
said. “The environmental study is
due in 2008.”

In addition to the road improve-
ments, the National Park Service is
nudging Alaska visitors toward plac-
es like Wrangell-St. Elias and Kenai
Fjords to take some of the pressure
off Denali National Park and Pre-

serve, said Vic Knox, deputy region-
al director for the National Park
Service in Alaska.

“I think (Hem) is absolutely
right,” Knox said. “Chitina definite-
ly is a place that’s going to grow
and we’ve been working with the
state at every opportunity to im-
prove the McCarthy Road.”

The direction is positive for all,
Knox said. The park gets to promote
its wild assets and the wealth of visi-
tors to Denali gets spread around
the state a little. “We see Wrangell-
St. Elias as one that has potential
for more growth than most because
it is on the road system, and has
spectacular resources from histori-
cal aspects to fishing to backcoun-
try travel.”

Impressive start
So far so good for Hem. Two

weeks ago one of Hem’s first tour
rides was given to the crew of foot-
ball Hall of Famer Larry Csonka’s
“North to Alaska” outdoor sports
television show.

Hem gave Csonka and company
a good ride. The show, which airs
nationwide Saturdays on the Out-
door Life Network, mixes Alaska
outdoor adventure with flavor of the
state’s history and tourism opportu-
nities.

Csonka, an Alaska resident for
three years, had wanted to try dip
netting for several years and finally
took the opportunity. After landing
40 sockeyes, they hooked up with
Hem for a river tour.

“He is gung-ho to the seventh
level,” Csonka said of Hem. “He

loves that area and really wants to
promote it. He’s one of those local
people who speaks about their area
in glowing terms and is a great am-
bassador for them.”

Csonka, a lifelong sportsman
who has been on many boats—of all
kinds and in all kinds of water—was
impressed by Hem’s piloting. “He
seemed to be in control of it all the
time,” he said. “Although down
there by that big whirlpool, let’s just
say he was a little more sure of him-
self than I was of him.”

Csonka was referring to Haley’s
Whirlpool, Hem said. “The river
comes down and hits a rock wall at
almost a 90-degree angle there,” he
said. “At certain times and different
water levels, it makes a gigantic
whirlpool. Sometimes it opens as
big as a house. Even the rafters stay
very far away from it.”

Hem said he was safe with the
Csonka crew, who toured when the
water level was relatively low. “At
that water level it was pretty docile,
but for someone who’s never seen it,
it was still pretty impressive.”

Regardless, Csonka was im-
pressed with the view, the Copper
River and the country.

“It’s quite a thing to see, espe-
cially for people who have never
been up here. People are literally
risking their lives to catch these
fish,” Csonka said. “It’s not a place
for the faint of heart.”

Managing editor Kelly Bostian
can be reached at 459-7585 or
kbostian@newsminer.com.
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Chad Hults hears every-
thing in Denali National
Park—a lonely sparrow

singing on Ruth Glacier after a
windstorm, the voices of climbers at
Denali base camp, the thunder of
glacial streams after a long winter,
and the whine of millions of tundra
mosquitoes.

Hults, a physical scientist at
Denali National Park, monitors the
"soundscape" with micro-
phones he places in vari-
ous spots within the
six-million acre park. Na-
tional parks across the
nation now include
sounds, or lack of them,
as resources the Park
Service should protect.

“At Denali, the
sounds of wolves howling,
marmots whistling,
white-crowned sparrows
singing, water rushing
through streambeds,
wind in the aspen trees,
and absolute stillness and quiet are
among the natural sounds that are
potentially impacted . . .”, park
managers wrote in Denali’s back-
country management plan of Janu-
ary 2006.

About six years ago, former De-
nali ecologist Shan Burson started
setting out microphones in the park
as part of a national effort to moni-
tor sounds in parks. At Denali, back-
country hikers had used visitor
comment forms to complain about
noises in the park, mostly from
flightseeing aircraft.

“The noise is something like
camping on a flight path,” wrote
one backpacker.

Five companies with permits to
land on glaciers within the park did
so about 9,000 times in 1999. Land-
ings per year increased to about
15,000 by 2005.

“That's a 70 percent increase,
and we think it’ll just keep on going
that way,” Hults said. “We don’t
want to shut down flightseeing. We

want to protect both kinds of uses.”
To protect people who don't

want as part of their park experi-
ence the sound of aircraft engines—
or snowmachines in the winter—
members of the park staff have writ-
ten up what they hope Denali’s fu-
ture conditions will be and included
them in the backcountry manage-
ment plan.

The plan includes managers’
desired noise limits but does not set
any legal limits on flightseeing com-
panies or snowmachines, which

make the south side of the park
noisy in springtime.

“Enforcement is a totally differ-
ent ballgame,” Hults said. “We need
more information about the current
conditions before management can
act.”

In the past, Hults and Burson
set out microphones in the Ruth
Amphitheater, at Denali base camp
on a fork of the Kahiltna Glacier,
and at Wonder Lake. As part of his

research this year, Hults
has set out microphones in
six locations scattered
through the park.

Hults chose 60 evenly
spaced points within the
park where he'll take mea-
surements during the next
10 years. Those spots can
form a baseline for the De-
nali soundscape that man-
agers in the future can
compare to the present
sound levels and sources.
Microphones at his sites
record for five seconds ev-

ery five minutes for a total of 24
minutes each day. It's Hults’ job to
listen to all those sounds; the task
takes him most of the off-season.

Sometimes, in midwinter, Hults
will come into the office and cue his
favorite soundbite from the park,
which features the choppy call of
wood frogs and bird songs.

“I play the one from Wonder
Lake all the time,” he said. “When
you hear the life of spring in the
dead of winter, it's a different
world.”

Sounds of Denali (and lack thereof) in park plan

CLASSIFIED
LOST DOG—Mile 110 Glenn Hwy. Gray male Siberian Husky. Micro-chipped. Nels 745-8938
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Sharp, jagged peaks, serrat-
ed ridges, broad, sweeping
valleys—much of Alaska,

and all of the McCarthy-Kennicott
area, bears the signature of glaciers.
These breathtaking “rivers of ice”
carve and sculpt the landscape as
they flow downhill, quarrying and
grinding the bedrock over which
they move. Once sediment is sepa-
rated from the rock be-
neath the glacier, it is
transported easily down-
valley by the ice and by
the water that rushes
through an intricate
network of cavities and
tunnels within and be-
neath the ice surface. In
order to understand this
Wrangell-Saint Elias
landscape in which we
live, travel, and recreate,
it is critical that we un-
derstand how glaciers
erode bedrock and leave
behind the dramatic
landforms that make
our surroundings so
striking.

Glacier ice forms at high eleva-
tions where winter snow accumu-
lates faster than it melts during the
summer. From these high peaks,
such as Mount Blackburn above the
Kennicott Glacier, ice moves down-
hill through two independent, yet
simultaneous mechanisms. The first
method is through continuous de-
formation and shearing within the
ice under its own weight. This flow,
like molasses or honey down a tilted
breakfast plate, happens year-round
and is dependent only on the thick-
ness of the ice and the steepness of
the ice surface. The second method
is sliding, like an ice cube over
rough sandpaper, and is dependent
on ice thickness and slope, as well

as the size and efficiency of the
plumbing system within the glacier.
Water produced by melting of snow
and ice at the glacier's surface is
transmitted through the glacier by a
system of pipes and tunnels that
evolves throughout the year. When-
ever this plumbing system is insuffi-
cient to pass quickly the water
delivered from the surface to the
exit river, water pressure at the bed
will increase. For example, when a

hot spell of days occurs while the
glacier's plumbing is immature,
meltwater delivered to the bed
through cracks and holes on the
glacier's surface may increase the
water pressure at the bed and buoy
up the ice like an ice cube in a glass
of water. As this buoyancy relieves
the weight of the ice, the glacier is
allowed to slide faster—once the
plumbing system becomes more
efficient, water pressures drop and
the sliding comes to a halt. It is the
understanding of sliding that is so
critical to those who are curious
about alpine landscapes because it
is only through this type of ice mo-
tion that rocks embedded in the

sole of the glacier can scrape and
erode the bedrock beneath the ice.

The Kennicott Glacier and its
tributary valleys annually perform
an ideal natural experiment through
which to study the linkages between
water, glacial sliding, and glacial
erosion. Every year, Hidden Creek
Lake, 10 miles up-valley from McCa-
rthy, drains suddenly through a tun-
nel in the ice underneath the
Kennicott Glacier, passes by and

briefly fills Donoho
Falls Lake, and floods
the Kennicott River
for two to three days.
Hidden Creek Lake is
very large when it
drains, measuring 1.5
miles long by 0.5
miles wide by an aver-
age of 50 feet deep.
As this large volume
of water passes
through the subgla-
cial tunnels, it over-
whelms the glacial
plumbing system,
backing it up just as a
sewer system is
backed up. During

studies conducted during 1999 and
2000, we learned that when the wa-
ter of Hidden Creek Lake drains
beneath the glacier, it increases the
water pressure at the glacier's bed
and momentarily increases the
speed of the glacier from a steady
average of one and a half feet per
day to 4 feet per day at the location
of Hidden Creek Lake. At the same
time discharge in the Kennicott Riv-
er increased threefold, with a peak
in discharge that occurred two days
after the peak outflow from Hidden
Creek Lake.

This summer, we are building
on our investigations of 1999 and
2000 by installing a network of five
GPS units spaced roughly 2.5 miles

Flowing and Sliding:
Making use of the Hidden Creek Lake flood through the Kennicott Glacier

(continued on page 34)
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W ells Fargo and its
statewide community
advisory board invite

the public to a community recep-
tion on August 3 from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the Kennecott Recreation
Hall. Come and enjoy refreshments
and chat with advisory board mem-
bers and Wells Fargo’s senior lead-
ership.  The advisory board consists
of 35 community leaders from
across the state, including Gary
Baugh, Jim Jansen and advisory
board chair Ed Rasmuson.  They
serve as liaisons between Wells Far-
go and their respective communi-
ties to ensure that the company
understands, and is responsive to,

each community’s financial services
needs.  The advisory board meets
bi-monthly to keep up-to-date on
company developments and report
on issues affecting Alaskan commu-
nities.

“We are excited to bring our
advisory board members to Kenni-
cott and McCarthy to visit with
community members and enjoy this
beautiful place,” said Richard
Strutz, Wells Fargo Alaska regional
president.  “Wells Fargo is proud of
its historical connection to the area,
and we look forward to helping the
community build a secure financial
future.”

Wells Fargo is Alaska's top fi-
nancial services employer with more
than 1,100 team members serving
customers through a network of 70
banking, mortgage, consumer lend-
ing, insurance and investment offic-
es, 120 ATMs and online.  Wells
Fargo & Company is a diversified
financial services company with
$492 billion in assets, serving more
than 23 million customers from
more than 6,200 stores and the In-
ternet (wellsfargo.com).  Wells Far-
go Bank, N.A. is the only bank in
the United States to receive the
highest possible credit rating,
“Aaa,” from Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice.

Wells Fargo open house at Kennecott

Attention RESIDENTS OF
INTERIOR Alaska—the
majority of fire starts this

year have been human-caused.  Bu-
reau of Land Management Alaska
fire service and state forestry offi-
cials want to remind you to be ex-
tremely cautious with fire and
adhere to burn permit regulations.
Please check with local fire authori-
ties regarding burn barrels and de-

bris burns. Recreationists are
advised to check with land manag-
ers in local, state and national park
and recreation areas, including
campgrounds, to determine camp-
fire restrictions.

If fire is allowed in the area you
are visiting, please do not leave it
unattended. This includes
campfires—urban and remote— and

barbeque grills. Should burning
take place, make sure tools and wa-
ter are available, and make sure the
fire is completely out. Officials en-
courage you to avoid the use of fire
on windy days, and ask that you
please dispose of cigarettes properly
anytime you are outdoors.

For more information call 356-

5511.

Fire use outdoors

As required by the National
Environmental Policy Act,
the National Park Service

has completed the environmental
assessment process for the St. Elias
Erosion and Tectonics at Wrangell-
St. Elias National Park and Preserve.
Alternative B, Expand Seismic Moni-

toring Network, has been selected.
A finding of no significant impact
was issued for the project on June
8, 2006.

The completed environmental
assessment, responses to public
comments, and finding of no signifi-
cant impact are on file at Wrangell-

St. Elias National Park and Preserve
headquarters, Mile 106.8 Richard-
son Highway, P.O. Box 439, Copper
Center, Alaska 99573.  For addition-
al information, please contact Steve
Hunt, Environmental Officer, at
907-822-7242.

Erosion and Tectonics project EA completed
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Editor’s note: The following
news about KMVFD are gleaned
from their latest newsletters, The
Firestarter, June and July issues.
Brian MacMillan, Editor.)

On Sunday, May 28, 2006, the
Division of Forestry headquarters in
Tazlina called McCarthy to activate
the KMVFD for patrol along the Mc-
Carthy Road and throughout the
valley. A burn ban had been in effect
for the Memorial Day weekend, and
high winds from the Copper River
and from the south had created a
need for coverage.

Recently recertified red card
holders, Malcolm Vance and Brian
MacMillan, responded immediately
and patrolled down to the Gilahena
River where they met Mike Trimmer
of DOF. Paperwork was filled out
and filed and KMVFD was officially
activated as emergency fire fighters.

Fire Chief Pete Machado and
Board President Stacie Miller pa-
trolled the following day. Nomex®
fire resistant clothing and personal
gear were deployed. That’s why
you’ve been seeing all these folks
running around in bright yellow
shirts.

KMVFD held its first fire re-
sponse training session on Wednes-
day, May 31st with a controlled burn
behind the McCarthy Mercantile.
Kurt and Peggy Smith had phoned
into DOF dispatch to activate their
Class A burn permit. The local vol-
unteer fire department held a sup-
pression and pump training session
while monitoring the burn. A C-63
unit was positioned on the banks of
McCarthy Creek in order to draft
water and pump it on up to the
burn site. A 10' x 10' burn com-

menced with all the leftover scrap
from the old pizza parlor as well as
the miscellaneous cottonwood scrap
that had been laying in waste for
the past few years.

The volunteer squad demon-
strated proper hose technique to
Leif, Imogene, and Margo from the
Wrangell Mountain Center and even
Malcolm Vance Jr. took a turn at
the dousing.

Training sessions will continue
throughout the summer on the 1st

and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at
6:30 pm at Tony Zak’s. Everyone is
welcome. The more people who get
trained to respond, the more fire-
wise we’ll all be.

KMVFD petitioned the state on
behalf of a Community Economic
Development Grant that had been
applied for and received by the Mc-
Carthy Chamber of Commerce in
2000, but had not been utilized.
The department is working with sev-
eral agencies to secure more fire
suppression equipment, state-of-
the-art communications’ equipment
and also looking to acquire land for
a permanent fire station site.

Congratulations to Malcom
Vance, Ian Gyori, Chris Chester,
Stacie Miller, Jason Lobo, Pete
Machado and Brian MacMillan for
getting their red card recertifica-
tion.

The City of Valdez has donated
a 1,500 gallon tank truck to KM-
VFD. Stacie Miller and Pete Macha-
do drove to Valdez, received
training on the new rig and drove it
back to McCarthy just in time for
the 4th of July parade.

The area of KMVFD’s coverage
ranges from the Kennicott Mill Site

south to the Nizina River and west
to Crystal Creek. The department is
in the initial stages of vectoring the
area off and instigating a code sys-
tem for fire response akin to what
the mine utilized with its bell warn-
ings. Ideally there would be siren
blasts to warn the community as to
the whereabouts of a fire. Research
is underway for klaxons or sirens of
this nature. Any input as to how to
achieve this goal can be emailed to
the department or attend one of
their training sessions. The next
Fire Response Training is scheduled
for July 19th at 6:30 pm at Tony
Zaks. Extinguisher training for
grease fires will be held on July 19th

—McCarthy, 7 pm and Kennicott, 8
pm.

The new KMVFD T-shirts are
here! Be on the lookout for them at
local outlets.

KMVFD needs you! Membership
dues are only $25 a year for any
member of the community that
does not have a current red card.
Membership is free for current Alas-
ka state red card holders. They are
still looking to stockpile axes, polas-
kis, shovels, pump packs, water
tanks and pumps throughout the
community. The plan is to have ac-
cessible storage areas in the four
main districts of the community
(McCarthy proper, south and west
sides and on the McCarthy Road). If
you have any equipment you would
like to donate, please contact KM-
VFD, PO Box MXY 8-B, Glennallen,
AK. 99588. 907-554-4419. FAX:
554-4467. Email: akverve@gci.net

Kennicott McCarthy Volunteer Fire Department
reports in
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Original historic home on Silk
Stocking Loop.

Completely renovated.
Within Wrangell-St. Elias National

Park and Preserve; $230K
R Jurick,

Box MXY, Glennallen, Alaska
99588

(907)554-4436

Chitina Fish Wheel Shop
 The new store in town!

FishwHeels and lots of stuff
Host  Edy Norton

Mile  32½ Edgerton Highway In Chitina
Chitina AK 99573

McCarthy Commercial
View Lots

2 lots in downtown McCarthy include
original structures for J.B. O’Neill

General Store and attached two story log
structure.

Both are “restorable” and lend them-
selves to many uses. Incredible views
looking up 3 beautiful valleys. Includes

hundreds of original artifacts.
A new septic system has been installed.

(907)332-0422
(907)350-2630
(907)350-2120

$115,000

Kennicott Lot

½ acre lot on famous “Silk
Stocking Row.”

Incredible views of mountains, glaciers
and the Kennecott Mill Building.

Many large trees.
Access to water in National Creek.
Custom house plans are included.

(907)332-0422
(907)350-2630
(907)350-2120

$75,000

Land for sale
For Sale:  Two parcels of land. 2-3

miles south-west of McCarthy.
Swift Creek Bluffs Subdivision Add. #1.

—Tract L, 10.02 acres $70,000.
—Tract T plus Lot 1, 11.39 acres $81,000.

Terms available.

907-562-4924 or 554-4403.
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DAN’S TIRE AND AUTO REPAIR
Home of the Happy Hooker Two

 Used tires
 Flats fixed
 Brake repair
 Auto repair
 Oil changes
 Takes in used oil for Fire Dept.
 Lock Outs
 Towing available - Fully insured and bonded
ü Pickup service for cars that need to go to Anchorage

Located behind Chitina Trading Post - look for the radio antennas and towers
823-2251 Fax: 823-2291

PO Box 53, Chitina, Alaska 99566
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Service Oil & Gas

Service sometimes
means going more than

the extra mile.
"We appreciate all our

BUSH CUSTOMERS"

Heating oil
Gasoline and Diesel Fuel
AvGas and Jet Fuel
Chevron Lube Oils and Greases
Fuel Tanks and Accessories

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL

For the First Name In Service, Call
SERVICE OIL & GAS

PHONE:822-3375
Mile 188.5 Glenn Highway
Box 276
Glennallen, AK 99588

Chevron

The New

Getting tired?
Stop at the Caribou Hotel!
The coffee pot’s always on!

Warm atmosphere — Hot Tubs — Satellite TV
Full Menu Restaurant

Mile 187 Glenn Hwy. 822-3302   Glennallen, AK



PAGE 30 WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS JULY & AUGUST 2006

McCarthy
Building
Services
Owners John & Carmen

907-554-4433
Local bonded and insured busi-

ness specializing in frame cabin
building.

Contact us for your building
needs.

McCarthy
Bed & Breakfast
Cozy, quiet cabins, all with private

bathrooms & showers. Pull into our
conveniently located homestead on the
McCarthy Road, ½ mile from the Kennicott
River footbridge.
 Continental breakfast & fresh coffee
 Private baths
 Gazebo kitchen
 Picnic area

· Tire repair

Jwadam@mycidco.com
PO Box MXY Glennallen, AK 99588-8998

(907) 554-4433

McCarthy Kennicott
Community Church
An inter-denominational church

All faiths welcome
“The church on the island”

Sunday morning service
10 a.m.

Jesus is Lord!

Community Newspaper
for the Copper Valley

Subscribe * Advertise * Contribute!
P.O. Box 277 Glennallen, AK 99588

907-822-3727 phone and fax
mail@copperriverrecord.com

RECORD
COPPER RIVER

WRANGELL MOUNTAIN

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Providing Civil Engineering and

Land Survey Services

Serving the Copper Basin and throughout Alaska

On-Site Water and Wastewater Designs
Engineering Consultation

Residential Home Inspections
Construction Inspection and Management
As-built Surveys, Boundary Surveys, Sub-

divisions, Construction Surveys

ALLEN MINISH, PE PLS
Mile 32.1 Edgerton Hwy

P. O. Box 118, Chitina, AK 99566

907-823-2280
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Valdez Realty
“The Dirt Merchant”

WALTER M. WOOD
BROKER
(907)835-2408
Fax (907)835-5462

Cor. EGAN & HAZLET
P.O. BOX 868
VALDEZ, AK 99686
vldzrlty@cvalaska.net

Recreational lots at Chokosna River Tracts—approx.
Mi. 27 McCarthy Hwy. 1 ¼ acre and up—some / hwy

frontage, some / Chokosna River frontage.

www.PropertyRightsResearch.org
Julie Smithson, Researcher

213 Thorn Locust Lane
London, Ohio 43140-8844

propertyrights@earthlink.net
749-857-1239 (voice/no fax)

w Comfortable private cabins.
w Away from the dust and crowds.
Phone (907)554-4454 or Email
WSEN@starband.net

See us on the WEB at
Wsen.net/WSENBB.htm

Your hosts, long-time residents Rick & Bonnie
Kenyon.
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1-800-478-3987
or

FAX 822-5209

HOMESTEAD SUPPLY

Mile 115.5 Richardson Highway (Box 49) Glennallen

Lumber, building materials and hardware delivered
to the McCarthy area at Anchorage prices!

Give us a call or come in and browse our new ACE
Hardware store.

NEW! Greenhouse and potting supplies!

We at Copper Valley
Wireless welcome visitors to

this great area!
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Open 7 days/wk Year Round

822-3245
Winter Hours

7:00 AM — 8:30 PM

On the “Loop Road”
In Copper Center

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.coppercenterlodge.com

Copper Center Lodge
Family owned and operated

Your gateway to adventure...



PAGE 34 WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS JULY & AUGUST 2006

apart in a line up the glacier from
just north of the town of Kennecott
to just north of Hidden Creek Lake.
We are also measuring the dis-
charge, water temperature and
chemistry of the Kennicott River,
and water level in four different ice-
ponded lakes, including Hidden
Creek Lake, Erie Lake, and Donoho
Falls Lake. With this network of sen-
sors, we are monitoring the develop-
ment of the water drainage system
inside the Kennicott Glacier, if and
how different parts of the glacier
are moving faster or slower than
other parts of the glacier, and pre-
cisely how the Hidden Creek Lake
outburst flood affects the entire gla-
cial system.

While the Kennicott Glacier and
its surrounding alpine landscape
emphasize to any visitor the impor-
tance of glaciers in carving the land-
scape, it is the annual experiment of
the Hidden Creek Lake flood that
we are employing to understand the
processes involved.

(continued from page 24)

WSEN staff photo

The flood waters were tremendous in their power. Heavy objects were swept away as though they were toys.
The cleanup has already started, though much of it will have to wait for lower water. Local residents worked
throughout the night trying to save the equipment, but the erosion was so rapid that efforts were largely unsuc-
cessful. The National Park Service was on the scene right behind the locals. The Department of Environmental
Conservation sent a representative to access the situation and coordinate with other state and federal agencies
on the cleanup effort.
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We handle BUSH ORDERS
With SPECIAL CARE!

PO Box E
Copper Center, AK 99573

We take VISA
Master Charge

Quest Card
FAX 822-3443

Scheduled Air Service from Anchorage to McCarthy
with stopover in Gulkana!

Phone 822-3368
800-478-3368

Gulkana Airfield  Box 106, Glennallen, AK 99588

Ellis Air Taxi, Inc.

Copper River Cash Store
Everyday

LOW PRICED ITEMS:
Drive a little & SAVE $$$$

Stop by and Check
For the Weekly

IN-STORE SPECIALS

Downtown Copper Center     822-3266
Store Hours 10 am to 6 pm, Monday - Saturday

Now you can leave Anchorage at 8:30 on Wednesday or Friday morning and arrive in Gulkana
at 9:45, McCarthy at 11:00. Or, you can leave McCarthy at 11:15 and be back in Anchorage by
2:00pm the same day! (Leaves Gulkana at 12:45)   This service is year around.

http://www.ellisair.com

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEPARTURES, ARRIVALS, CONNECTIONS.

 Ellis Air will not be responsible for damages resulting from the failure of flights to depart
or arrive at times stated in this timetable, nor for errors herein, nor for failure to make connections
to other airlines or of this company. Schedules are subject to change without notice. Schedules
shown are based on expected flying times. Because weather and other factors may affect operat-
ing conditions, departures and arrivals cannot be guaranteed.
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Cooking with Peggy

Hi everyone, happy sum-
mer! Jim and I have just
returned from our trip

visiting friends in Virginia. We had a
fantastic time. Even though I lived
there for 10 years and we try to visit
every two or three there is still
something new to see and, of
course, something new to eat. We
visited the new Air and Space Muse-
um and Montpelier, went to Smith
Mountain Lake, and to a wedding in
Arlington, to a new museum in New
Market, P. Buckley Moss’ Gallery
and still had time to eat, eat, eat.

 I have never cooked a pork or
beef tenderloin before but I ate and
loved them both during this visit. The
flavor was excellent and they were
so easy and quick to prepare. Let me
give you the recipe for the

Teriaki Pork Tenderloin
½ cup soy sauce
1/4 cup olive or vegetable oil
4 teaspoons brown sugar
2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 teaspoon pepper
2 garlic cloves, minced
4 pork tenderloins (3/4 - 1 lb each)
Coarsely ground pepper

In a large, re-sealable plastic
bag, combine the first six ingredi-
ents; add the pork. Seal bag and
turn to coat; refrigerate for about 4
hours, turning occasionally. Drain
and discard marinade. Sprinkle with
the pepper and grill or bake in the
oven at 350 for about 30 min. or
until the internal temperature
reaches about 159 degrees. It may
even take less time so keep an eye
on it. This should make about 8
servings.

Another one for

Pork Tenderloins
2 pork tenderloins
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
½ teaspoon ginger
1/4 cup vinegar

2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
1/4 cup soy sauce
3 tablespoons plum preserves
salt and pepper

In a large, re-sealable plastic
bag, combine the sauce ingredients;
add the pork. Marinate 2-8 hours.
Reserving the marinade, place the
tenderloin in a 425 degree oven on
a broiler pan for about 20 min. Put
the reserved marinade in a saucepan
and reduce. Add 1 cup plum pre-
serves and cook until thick. Salt and
pepper to taste. You may pour the
sauce over the cooked tenderloin or
serve it in a dish to be passed and
poured.

When on the east coast, you
MUST eat crabmeat. But if fresh
crabmeat isn't available and you
want to have the best crabmeat cas-
serole you can imagine, get yourself
the best can of lump crabmeat you
can find. If you have access to a
Costco, look for their Phillips brand.
UMM good.

Crab Casserole
3/4 cup margarine
2 ½ cup Pepperidge Farm Herb

Dressing
5-6 teaspoons fresh parsley
1 16-oz. can crabmeat
4 large hard-boiled eggs
1 ½ cup half and half (I use fat free)
3/4 cup mayonnaise
1 ½ teaspoon Durkee's Famous

Sauce
2 drops Tabasco
1 ½ tablespoon grated onion
salt and pepper

Melt margarine in a skillet. Add
parsley and dressing and sauté. Af-
ter sautéing the dressing mixture,
set aside 3/4 cup of that mixture for
the top of the casserole. Take the
dressing mix not being saved and
mix it with the remaining ingredi-
ents. Put this mixture in a 2-quart
casserole and place in a preheated
350 degree oven for about 30 min.
Put the saved dressing mix as a top-

ping on during the last 15 min. of
cooking. This can be made ahead
and refrigerated and then cooked
later that day.

One of the breakfasts we were
served at a wonderful friend's home
was eaten and enjoyed by all of us. I
will definitely use this for guests
coming to visit in Alaska this sum-
mer because I love to serve what I
like to eat!

Spinach-Cheese Breakfast
Squares

4 tablespoons butter
3 eggs
1 cup flour
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup milk
16-oz. sharp cheddar cheese, grated
2 10-ounce packages frozen spin-

ach, thawed and well-drained
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Melt butter in a 9-by-13 inch baking
dish in the oven. Meanwhile, in a
large mixing bowl, beat eggs with
flour, salt and baking powder. Stir
in milk. Add cheese and spinach.
Spread mixture evenly into the bak-
ing dish. Bake 25 minutes, or until
golden and set in center. Cool and
cut into squares. Can be served
warm or reheated. Serves 8 to 10.
Note: Add a chopped, sauteed onion
with the spinach for additional zip.

Now let me give you one more
tenderloin recipe where you can use
either beef or chicken and grill or do
in the oven. It was DELICIOUS.

Montreal Grill Mates - Steak,
Chicken

4 tablespoons Knorrs Au Jus powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
1 teaspoon pepper
1 tablespoon Lawry's salt
1 teaspoon powdered orange peel

For use with a beef tenderloin,
the meat should be at room temper-
ature, then rub with the mixture of
the above ingredients. Grill or bake
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April 2006, was a normal
April in both tempera-
tures and precipitation.

The high temperature for the
month was 50 on the 22nd and 27th

(70 on Apr. 28, '05 and 60 on Apr.
30, '04). The low was 0 on the 1st (1
on Apr. 4, '05 and -14 on Apr. 1,
'04). The average temperature for
April was 33.1, compared to 37.4 in
'05  and 36.1 in '04.   The lowest
average temperatures for April were
22.4 in 1972 and 24.7 in 1986. Sil-
ver Lake had a high of 49 on the 28th

(70 on Apr. 30, '05 and 54 on Apr.
30, '04) and a low of 7 on the 1st (6
on Apr 5, '05  and -14 on Apr. 1,
'04). The April  average temperature
at Silver Lake was 32.0 (36.2 in '05
and 32.7 in '04).

The precipitation for April was a
bit above average with 1.14 inches
(0.08 inches in '05 and 0.77 inches
in '04). There was 10.2 inches of
snow recorded (no snow in '05 and
8.7 inches in '04). Silver Lake had
0.59 inches of precipitation in April
(0.04 in '05 and 0.43 in '04)and 5.0
inches of snow (no snow in '05 and
4.5 inches in '04).

The total snowfall at McCarthy
for '05-'06 was 84.0 inches (79.4 in
'04-'05,  110.6 in '03-'04, 46.0 in
'02-'03, 74.2 in '01-'02, 85.2 in '00-
'01, 65.8 in '99-'00 and 38.9 in '98-
'99). Silver Lake's snowfall for '05-

'06 was 53.5 inches (45.2 in '04- '05,
55.5 in '03-'04, 51.0 in 02'-'03 and
57.5 in '01-'02).

McCarthy started April with 21
inches of snow on the ground and
ended it with 10 inches. Silver Lake
had 4 inches on the 5th and was
free of snow by the 18th.

The temperatures were above
average for May. The high tempera-
ture for May was 76 on the 26th (76
on May 9, '05 and 73 on May 15,
'04). The low temperature was 24 on
the 10th and 17th  (21 on May 2,
'05 and 25 on May 4, '04). The May
average temperature was 45.0,  this
compares with 48.8 in '05,  49.3 in
'04 and  44.4 in '03. There were 7
days with a high of 70 or above. Sil-
ver Lake had a high of 78 on the 27th

(73 on May 10, '05 and 72 on May
22, '04), a low of 22 on the 10th, (23
on May 2, '05 and 26 on May 3, '04)
and an average temperature of 43.7
(47.6 in '05, 49.3 in '04 and 44.0 in
'03).

The May precipitation at McCa-
rthy was below normal with 0.47
inches of liquid.  This compares
with 1.64 inches in '05 and 1.05
inches in '04. There was 0.5 inches
of snow on the 11th. McCarthy was
free of snow on the 12th. Silver Lake
recorded only a trace of liquid (2.37
inches in '05 and 0.95  inches in
'04).

The ice on the West Fork of the
Kennicott River  began to break
apart around May 7th and water was
moving over the top. The river was
clear of moving ice by May 15th and
all the shore ice was gone by May
22nd. The ice on Silver Lake was too
soft for travel in late April and it
was completely gone the morning of
May 21st (May 11, '05, May 14, '04,
May 5, '03 and May 21, '02).

The first half of June was warm
and cloudy with highs in the low to
mid-70's.  The lows were in the mid-
30's to low 40's. There was close to
an inch of rain. Summer should be
in full swing by late June.  June and
July are the warmest months with
the highs usually in the low 80s. The
temperature begins to cool in Au-
gust with highs only getting into
the low 70s.  The all time high re-
corded at McCarthy was 87 on June
21, 1991.

Freezing temperatures should
be back by the end of August, al-
though they can be observed at any
time.  Average monthly rainfall is
about 2 inches(June-August). Hid-
den Lake should empty sometime in
July, with a rapid rise of the water
level in the Kennicott River and
some possible flooding. The first
snow usually arrives sometime in
late September.

ENJOY THE SUMMER WHATEV-
ER THE WEATHER

about 22 min @ 500 degrees. DO
NOT OPEN DOOR. Makes
rare/medium rare. If using chicken,
you will need to adjust the heat and
length of time.

As somebody in the Disney films
always says, “That's all folks!” If it
isn't already over, have a wonderful
summer. I'll let you know if I collect
any more recipes from the wonder-
ful folks in McCarthy. I may even

have access to my e-mail this sum-
mer (thanks to Rick and Bonnie) so
you can contact me at
jgelec@starband.net. See you next
time.
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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Living in the 1990’s we
are uniquely able to
judge what the Ameri-

can economy has achieved in the
20th  century. For this reason, we
ought to give three cheers for
capitalism. By the term, I mean
“democratic capitalism,” which
is as fundamentally different
from the “managed capitalism”
of modern-day central planners
as it is from the “state capital-
ism” of old-style fascists, social-
ists, and communists.

Capitalism works better than
any of us can conceive. It is also
the only truly moral system of
exchange. It encourages individ-
uals to freely devote their ener-
gies and impulses to peaceful
pursuits, to the satisfaction of
others’ wants and needs, and to
constructive action for the wel-
fare of all. The basis for capital-
ism is not greed. You don’t see
misers creating Walmarts and
Microsofts.

Think about it for a moment.
Capitalism is truly miraculous.
What other system enables us to
cooperate with millions of other
ordinary people—whom we will
never meet but whom we will
gladly provide with goods and
services—in an incredible, com-
plex web of commercial transac-
tions? And what other system
perpetuates itself, working every

day, year in, year out, with no
single hand guiding it?

How do we become success-
ful capitalists? The answer
sounds simple, but it is often
overlooked in places where you
would think they would know
better. (I am referring, of
course, to government, the me-
dia, and our most elite business
schools and economics depart-
ments.) We succeed as capital-
ists by offering goods and
services that others are willing
to buy. Many capitalists do not
make correct assumptions about
what to offer and fail, but that is
as it should be. There is no guar-
antee of success in any area of
life, including business—there is
always risk. The particular advan-
tage of capitalism is that failed
businesses don’t necessarily
equal a failed economy; they
make way for successful busi-
nesses.

Capitalism is not a top-down
system—it cannot be mandated
or centrally planned. It operates
from the bottom up, through
individuals—individuals who
take risks, who often “don’t
know any better,” who venture
into areas where, according to
conventional wisdom, they have
no business going, who see vast
potential where others see noth-
ing. Often, these individuals lit-
erally stumble across ideas that
never would have occurred to

them if they were forced to work
in a top-down system. And they
take supposedly “worthless” sub-
stances and turn them into infi-
nitely valuable ones. Look at
penicillin. Whoever thought that
stale bread would be worth any-
thing?

There is another important
thing about capitalism: Failure is
not a stigma or a permanent ob-
stacle. It is a spur to learn and
try again. Edison invented the
light bulb on, roughly, his ten-
thousandth attempt. If we had
depended on central planners to
direct his experiments, we would
all be sitting around in the dark
today.

Letting individuals make
their own decisions is what capi-
talism is all about, but virtually
all central planners (now in their
heyday under the Clinton admin-
istration) and a good many
members of the U.S. Congress
(Republicans as well as Demo-
crats) fail to realize it. They do
not, for example, realize that it
is the decisions of individuals
that really decide how much tax
revenue the government collects
and how well the economy pros-
pers. Between 1982 and 1986,
the American private sector cre-
ated well over 18 million new
jobs, including a record number
of high-paying positions. But, in
1987, Congress raised the capi-
tal gains tax to one of the high-

“Three Cheers for Capitalism”
Editors Note: I recently read the excellent book Thou Shall Prosper: Ten Commandments for Making Money

written by Rabbi Daniel Lapin. The book explores the economic and philosophic vision of business that has been
part of Jewish culture for centuries. The good Rabbi points out that our modern culture tends to cast business,
in particular capitalism, in a very negative light. WSEN printed this excerpt from a speech by Malcolm S. Forbes,
Jr. back in 1994. Its message bears repeating.
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est levels in the industrial world.
What happened? New business
and job creation declined sharp-
ly. The nation was hit with a re-
cession. And tax revenues, which
were supposed to rise, went
down.

Even such a simple word as
“change” takes on a whole new
definition in Washington, mean-
ing change directed from above
by well-intended central planners
and politicians who think that
they “know better” than most
people when it comes to making
decisions. But, in truth, the

most revolutionary sweeping
agent of change is capitalism.
Look at what has happened in
Eastern Europe, the Soviet
Union, Latin America, and Asia.
When people are free to make
their own decisions, they have a
stake in the economy, and when
they have a stake in the econo-
my, they have a stake in serving
others, and when they have a
stake in serving others, they
have a stake in fighting for free-
dom.

Capitalism is the real enemy
of tyranny. It stands not for the

accumulated wealth or greed but
for human innovation, imagina-
tion, and risk-taking. It cannot
be measured in mathematical
models or quantified in statisti-
cal terms, which is why central
planners and politicians always
underestimate it. As I noted at
the outset, it is up to us, then,
to give three cheers for capital-
ism. Who knows? If we cheer
loud enough, perhaps even they
will listen.

Condensed, and reprinted by
permission from IMPRIMIS, the

monthly journal of Hillsdale College.

Frances Theresa Gagnon,
87, passed away Friday,
June 30, 2006, in Tucson,

Arizona. Fran, as she was known by
family and friends,  was born No-
vember 17, 1919, in Rampart, Alas-
ka. She was raised in an orphanage
during the depression and given a
tremendous education by the Cath-
olic Society of the Sisters of Saint
Anne.

Fran lived for many years in the
wilds of Alaska helping build several
log cabins on her native allotment
of 160 acres. She was employed by
the National Park Service as the
first park ranger for the Wrangell-
St. Elias National Park. In her later
years she developed tremendous

talent in working with beads and
examples of her famous beaded
necklaces are being shown at the
Smithsonian Institute.

Fran is survived by her name-
sake, Frances Denham, and husband
Rob of Newberg, Oregon, Raymond
Mix and wife Anita, of Sun City, Ari-
zona, and Linda Warren and hus-
band, Art Phillips, of Phoenix,
Arizona. There are numerous grand-
children and great-grandchildren
and extended family members that
will miss her. The gentleness of her
nature and her beautiful smile will
be missed by all.

Fran’s daughter, Linda Warren,
writes: We will be cremating her

body and taking her ashes up to
Alaska. Her request was that some
of them be let loose over the
Wrangell Mountains she loved so
much. We will also take some ashes
up to Minto, Alaska, this Septem-
ber. They will be interred with her
two grandsons.

A memorial potlatch will be giv-
en for them the third week of Sep-
tember 2006.

Instead of any cards or flowers,
the family requests that your gener-
osity be sent in Frances Gagnon’s
name to the Doyon Foundation, 1
Doyon Plaza, Suite 300, Fairbanks,
Alaska 99701. This is a fund to help
with educational scholarships.

Frances Theresa Gagnon —1919 to 2006

Rick & Bonnie,

Here are a few pics from our
recent trip to Talkeetna. We camp
there and take the boat up the Talk-
eetna River to Clear Creek for king
fishing. This year, Brooks and Ian
landed the kings and I hung with
the twins in camp where my family

from Palmer/Anchorage were also
camping. It was a lot of fun, as al-
ways. :-) Brooks and Ian got 5 kings
total. This was the first time Ian
hooked and set his own big salmon
on a "spinning glo". He was pretty
excited (so was dad).

Brooks and Dianne Ludwig

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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BEST CENTENNIAL WISHES TO MCCARTHY
FOR ANOTHER 100 YEARS AS A THRIVING, UNIQUE,

INDEPENDENT RURAL ALASKAN COMMUNITY

HISTORY DID NOT END WITH THE
CLOSURE OF THE MINES IN 1938

THERE IS MORE TO THE FUTURE THAN
SIMPLY PRESERVING THE PAST

MOTHER LODE COPPER MINES COMPANY OF ALASKA LLC
201 BARROW STREET #1  ANCHORAGE


